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To Ireland, land of my memories

—E.B.

For Uncle ZZ

—Z.P.
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Finn McCool was the biggest giant
inall Treland. He was the greatest
warrior ever known, and his
strength was remarkable.
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T strides took b 0 the River Boyne. He dropped.
i his i There were fish i the cool. gurgling waters
brown fish, silver fish, fish with the sheen of a copper

penmy; but none s red as the sky a¢ sunset
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It was the day after Bridie'svsic that Finn came to him.
He couldnt it n the house 50 he sat ouside,his hands

restingon the toof

Ol man” he called“1¢5 Finn McCool and I come
o askif youtd share dhe sccretof wisdom with e
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“He'sthe best hearted man that ever walked on Ireands green
grass” the people said. “We're blessed at having himlive here
with us in Drumnahoon.” But they were agreed on one thing
that was scldom mentioned.Finn wasn' errible smart

“He's a bit of a curnip head.”theyd whisper sometimes and
smile affecionately. He docsn'c know much. But he’s  grear
bigman for all thar”

One day Finn heard the whisper and knew it o be tru.
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Gently he laid the salfnonback in the river
nd watched as it swam away. Was it a lighter.

mshade of red now? —
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“But stil,he's the same good Finn
he always was.” they agreed.
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And then Finn saw the geeatsed salfon simming lazily upstrea
Gorn, Finn thought ¢ as if s ooking for something, The salmon
swam around the line then took the bait and the hook. The River
Boyne tossed and tumbled as Finn pulled the fish ashore. There:
was a mumbling and a rumbling that scemed to come from the
river itslf and the idea came to Finn hat the rver didn' want
tolet go of ts great fish.
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“Tm sorry o ke
“Aman can make

o forgive me” He ook the i
by ofi. e shimmered and gle

sl 4 point of fre

shudder. He spol
wisdom and 1w
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The kd man cameout, i g9 ders o s
hey could s cachoher i

" Kaowwhoyou e, and | was waiin o you  come.” the ,
o man il

" Keow s good and ki3 well s b, 1 eowyozc 2
o wamiorand 3 rend 10 Tsand. | Koo you bt che g
Coleulln s ved el from the Scors B | need 5k you
ane qucsion. W all ht you have, why do ou ncd wisdome™

s moing without e i sid Wt wisdom 1k
betr how o hlpmy k. b bl newerthe questions
‘her o | cun ol shake myhead 1 vaswie, cold spesk
or Ieand when the e acse™

The ld man skl “You're  gian o anda o an. T
ol e more withthe rac of wisdom added o you. S isen.
Tathe River Boyne the s ish. e slmon.th rd of
sy aesunser. i i the wisdom ofth workd Caech i,
ook i, and e i ha wisomn will be yours™

“Thank you i Finn sid
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Fver affer that the pepple in the village of Drumnahoo
remarked on how wiséa man Finn had become. how held
talked with the Kingof England and the King of France
and presentsd o hem the ncds and wansof rcland

ctossed the sca o ake Trish Land. How he! a
Jems and ook carg o them before they rghtly knew
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“In't it a puzzle. though, the way he sucks his thumb when
he's applying his mind to something? Youd almost think
there was a magie 0 it

You almost would
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“The salmon’s lip was blceding from where the hook had caught
init“Ach, P sorry about chat”Finn said,and he carcfully cased
the shining hook out of the fish's mouth. But it caught i his own.
chumb and the pain near blinded him. He took his thumb in his
‘mouth and sucked an it and he tasted something he'd never tasted
before.His blood. the salmon's blood> There was  tde in him as
i something unknown had entered his body: something strange
and beautiful

The fish spoke. T thank you for sparing my life, 1 was prepared to
lex gof it But now my wisdom has secped into you along with my
blood. It is known o me that you will use it i the service of others

ard a fish speak.“But why did you
or you are wise enough not o take a





