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 Book three in the Mercenary Love Series 

 After spending years defending his country, will Jonathan lose the battle over his heart? 

When Jonathan Stevens meets Kai Stromwell, it’s attraction at first sight, but can a brief sizzle turn into a lasting fire? A series of events leads Jonathan to believe someone is trying to kill Kai. The question is who? With no obvious motives the most he can do is stick close to the handsome man and stay alert. Keeping Kai safe becomes the focus of his life while he fights his own personal demons. 

Kai Stromwell has worked hard to build up his fortune. Upon meeting Jonathan he wonders if maybe there is more to life than long hours at the office. When attempts on his life become more and more aggressive, he turns to his new love for answers. Depending on someone has never been easy, but he would give up his millions if he could spend the rest of his life teasing Jonathan. 
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Prologue 







Jonathan Stevens jolted awake. Sitting upright, he gasped for air as the sound of gunfire echoed in his dreams and followed him into consciousness. The uncomfortable cold slime of sweat soaking through his shirt left a shivering trail down his back. 

 Not again. 

His therapist had told him the dreams would start to fade. After a year, it still hadn’t happened. Jonathan’s body trembled as he took slow, deep breaths. In and out. In and out. 

Breathing exercises, along with medication, helped fight back his anxiety but didn’t stop it entirely. He’d pretended to believe her, but the horrible memories he suppressed during the daytime still found him in his dreams most nights. 

Everything ached from the tension. Although biologically he was twenty-six years old, some  days Jonathan felt more ancient than the grey-haired lady who sneaked seed to the pigeons every morning. 

He knew his bosses were beginning to become suspicious. He couldn’t completely hide the dark shadows marking his eyes or the occasional nervous twitch over nothing. Although he hid his symptoms well, cracks were beginning to show. 

Reaching into his bedside table, Jonathan grabbed his bottle of sleeping pills. He had to get some rest. Working for ex-mercenaries didn’t allow room for excuses. If he ruined someone’s security detail, he’d find himself unemployed. There weren’t a lot of jobs out there for a guy who’d entered the military fresh out of high school and used that time to learn how to kill terrorists. Most of his job skills didn’t translate well to civilian life. 

“Fuck!” Jonathan rubbed his face wishing he could erase his memories instead of reliving them night after night. Blood, death and the screams of soldiers crowded inside his head. Wiping his eyes, his fingers soon became slick with tears.  He wiped them on his blanket. 

No wonder he was alone. He swallowed a pill with the glass of water he kept at his bedside. The medicine usually promised a dreamless sleep. He hoped the nightmares stayed at bay. 
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They’d explained to him in his first psychiatric session that one of the symptoms of post-traumatic stress was a tendency to disassociate from things—like his life. That was one piece of psychological mumbo-jumbo he believed in. Some days he felt as if he lived in a bubble barely able to perceive things through the opaque layer surrounding him. No emotions pierced his cold shell. Nothing affected his heart. 

Even the group therapy recommended to him hadn’t made Jonathan feel any better. 

Although he’d got to know a few of the guys, talking about their experiences had only led to a bunch of soldiers trying to tell the best war story. He had no doubt that in some cases that type of counselling worked well—it just hadn’t with his particular group. Luckily, with his job’s excellent benefits, he’d been able to switch to private sessions. 

While Jonathan did still keep in touch with a few of the people from his group, overall he didn’t like talking in front of others, especially about his problems. In his family you didn’t air your dirty laundry in public—you buried it and built a parking lot on top of it. He might have brushed away most of his parents’ conservative teachings, but that one had stuck. 

For Jonathan, being a bodyguard was the perfect occupation. Most of the time people ignored him as if he were a piece of furniture. Either attitude worked for him. Jonathan preferred to be by himself, except in the middle of the night when the nightmares came. Then he’d have given anything to have someone hold him close. 

The drugs spun through his system, and drowsy and numb he lay back down. Closing his eyes, he hoped the battlefield scenes wouldn’t return while he slept. 

He’d have to talk to Sin and Patrick if his symptoms continued. Letting the company down after they had taken a chance on an ex-soldier wasn’t an option. When few people had even spared a glance at his résumé, they had given him a chance. He couldn’t repay them with incompetence. 

Drifting in between waking and sleep, Jonathan reflected on the past year. Despite what his therapist had said, he didn’t think he’d made much progress. Although he didn’t have constant panic attacks during the day anymore, at night—when his defences were the lowest—the memories returned. Memories of people he’d known and had fought beside superimposed with pictures of their last day on this earth. Bullets were the great equaliser. 

Even a person larger than life didn’t escape the grim fist of death. Bodies toppled like hollow dolls in Jonathan’s dreams and broke apart just as easily. 
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“I will defeat this,” he whispered in his floating state. He hadn’t escaped his family to strike out on his own only to have wartime flashbacks destroy him. 

Jonathan sighed. The money he’d splurged on the memory foam mattress had been well spent. Focusing his fuzzy thoughts on the wonder of his comfortable bed, he fell back asleep. 
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Chapter One 







Sometimes life conspired against him. Jonathan knew it like he knew that the desert sun always burned his skin crackling hot, and that sand always scratched across the most uncomfortable places when he needed to stand at attention. 

After getting hardly any sleep, he’d driven to his boss Sinclair Alverston’s condo only to find him and his husband, Callum Turner, snuggled together on the couch, looking sickeningly happy. An ex-mercenary with a hard-ass reputation shouldn’t be able to pull off the googly-eyed look. 

Callum took a moment to separate himself from Sinclair and casually whip Jonathan up an incredible omelette and heat up some biscuits, before returning to the couch for his real job—being the centre of Sin’s fucking universe. Jonathan wished he could hate Callum a bit for not only finding a lover who worshipped him but for making personal success look so easy too. Unfortunately, it took too much effort to dislike the chef. Callum was genuinely a nice guy who’d give the shirt off his back to a person in need. Jonathan considered Callum one of his rare non-military friends. 

However, watching the pair of them smooching churned Jonathan’s stomach and not for the reason that his religious-minded parents would have preferred. Envy, an ugly emotion at the best of times, twisted inside him tighter than a contortionist. He might tell himself he preferred to be left alone because of his problems, but deep down beneath his indifferent veneer, he wished he had someone to love. 

Even if he happened to find the perfect guy, Jonathan had enough emotional baggage to fill a dozen U-Haul trucks. If for some reason this imaginary Mr Wonderful overlooked the fact that he could never meet Jonathan’s parents and would never be acknowledged by any of Jonathan’s relatives, he’d still have to put up with the night-time terrors haunting Jonathan’s sleep. 

Yep, he was a prize. 

He sighed and took another bite of his omelette. Considering his sour attitude lately, Callum had shown great restraint in not poisoning Jonathan’s food. Even the explosion of flavours filling his mouth didn’t take away his melancholy. He’d have to talk to the doctor 
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about upping his medication. He could feel depression clouding his thoughts and slowing his reflexes. With the mood-lifter cocktail he took, Jonathan shouldn’t still feel as if he were moving through molasses. 

Sin approached and hopped onto the bar stool beside him. “I don’t want to pry into your personal life, Jonathan, but Patrick and I are worried about you. You’ve been jittery and unfocused lately. Not to mention you look like shit.” 

Jonathan laughed. It wasn’t funny, not really, but Sin’s complete lack of subtlety was kind of refreshing. You always knew where you stood with the ex-mercenary. 

“Do you want to talk about it?” 

He’d known the time would come when he needed to tell his bosses and apparently that time had arrived. 

“I’ve been having nightmares—flashbacks, really. I’m on anti-depressants and I have a therapist. Not much is helping,” he confessed. 

Surprisingly, Sin nodded and patted him on the shoulder. “It gets better. Stick with a regimen. If you’d like a different therapist, I have one I used for a bit when I stopped being a mercenary.” 

Jonathan’s jaw dropped open. It had never occurred to him that Sinclair Alverston had ever been to a therapist in his life. That unexpected news lifted a weight off his chest. 

“Thanks.” 

Sin nodded. “You can’t tell by looking at someone that they need a hand once in a while. It’s nothing to be ashamed of. Patrick and I have both had problems from time to time. 

Arthur still has nightmares about his partner. It’s natural. If you were completely unaffected, then you should be worried.” 

“I appreciate that.” The relief of sharing his problems helped a great deal. Since he’d left the military, he’d gone from being in a group of people experiencing the same things to being a loner. He hadn’t realised how much talking to his friends had helped. Most of them were dead now, but looking at Callum and Sin, he knew he’d discounted people right in front of him who cared. 

Sinclair’s phone rang. After a short conversation he hung up and turned his attention back to Jonathan. 

“Unless you want to talk more, I need you to run back to the office. Patrick has a new client and he wants you to sit in on the interview.” 
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“No, I’m good. Thanks. Is that what you wanted to talk to me about?” He cringed after he’d said the words. 

Sin frowned. “Yes. We’re worried about you. I want you to know any of us are always here if you need us. Even Callum. Just don’t distract him when he’s pulling sugar.” 

“Hey,” Callum protested. “I only yelled at you that once.” 

“Once was enough. I learn quickly.” Sin smiled fondly at his husband. 

Jonathan laughed at the image in his head of the smaller Callum taking on his large husband. The fact that he’d seen it more than once only added to his amusement. 

“Head on over to the office. Patrick wants you there as soon as possible. The client will arrive in an hour and he needs to brief you first.” 

Relief rushed through Jonathan. Although he enjoyed eating Callum’s food, he knew coming to their condo interrupted Callum and Sin’s morning private time. The two men had established a routine where Callum didn’t leave until lunch prep and Sin worked at the condo until noon. To be asked to come by during that special time had shaken Jonathan to where he’d had to retie his necktie three times before he’d considered himself presentable. 

Luckily, it only sounded as if Sin called him over to check on him, not because he found him lacking. 

“I can wrap that to go if you’d like,” Callum offered, pointing to his omelette. 

“No, I got it.” Never willing to let good food go to waste, Jonathan tucked the rest of his omelette between the confines of a big fluffy biscuit. 

“Here.” Callum handed him a paper towel to wrap his food in. 

“Thanks.” Jonathan tucked the towel around his omelette sandwich then slid off the bar stool he’d been sitting on. He waved at the men as he headed out, more than eager to leave their place of domestic bliss. Petty jealousy didn’t look good on anyone. 

As he stepped off the elevator, Jonathan realised he’d forgotten his coffee. 

“Damn,” he muttered. He couldn’t go back up. The look in Sin’s eyes when he’d dismissed Jonathan didn’t bode well for Callum keeping his clothes on for more than the next few minutes. 

Glancing through the glass lobby doors, he spotted a small espresso shop across the street. He’d passed it a few times and hadn’t bothered going in because nothing could be as good as Callum’s coffee with his fancy machine and imported beans. However, Jonathan had more basic needs right now, the primary one being to stay awake. He’d drink swill as long as 
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the brew came out dark and strong. He’d never tell Callum, but sometimes he even drank instant coffee. 

With his makeshift breakfast sandwich in one hand, Jonathan left the building and headed for the crosswalk. His head hurt as the bright sun assaulted his eyes. Still walking, he slipped his sunglasses out of his pocket and slid them on. 

He sighed at the instant relief. If only all of life’s problems were so easily fixed. 

A small crowd of people had already gathered on the corner to wait for the light. Rush hour always had the sidewalks packed with people in suits rushing to their offices. The idea of spending all day confined in one space made Jonathan shudder. He did, however, like a man in a suit. Something about an elegant man all dressed up made Jonathan want to muss him. 

Engrossed in his own thoughts, it took Jonathan a minute to notice the guy standing beside him. Once he spotted him, Jonathan couldn’t look away. 

 Beautiful. 

The tall, slim man had dark hair, professionally styled in layers, and wore a brown suit tailored to fit a well-proportioned body. Bright green eyes scanned Jonathan up and down as if he were one of Callum’s featured dishes and he couldn’t wait to dig in. Jonathan appreciated that the man stood only a few inches shorter than his own six-foot-four frame. 

He wasn’t one of those guys who wanted a smaller lover to cuddle. He preferred a strong man who could hold his own. 

“Good morning, handsome,” the stranger said. His rich baritone voice rolled through Jonathan like a physical touch. 

“Good morning.” Jonathan didn’t consider himself ugly, but the man beside him hit an eleven on a scale of one to five. Handsome without being too pretty. 

Jonathan took a bite of his omelette sandwich so he wouldn’t drool. 

The light changed and they both stepped off the curve. Jonathan’s eyes strayed back to the dark-haired man beside him instead of paying attention to the crowd. People tended to move out of his way by instinct, not wanting to be trampled  by Jonathan’s big feet. 

Sometimes he felt like the monster in one of those old time horror movies where the people fled in terror from the large creature stomping through the city. 

Only because his eyes were already trained on the stranger did he see the car barrelling towards them. 
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Moving on instinct, Jonathan dropped his breakfast and grabbed the guy’s arm. With a strong grip, he yanked them both to safety. The SUV’s tyres squealed as the driver bulldozed through the pack of pedestrians. Unfortunately the vehicle’s angle didn’t allow Jonathan to get a licence plate number before it raced away. 

With an experienced eye, Jonathan evaluated the damage. He and the man he’d grabbed had escaped harm. However, not all the pedestrians were so lucky. No one appeared seriously injured, but a big guy in a business suit and shiny shoes had been clipped and lay on the street. His briefcase had slid across the asphalt, popped open, and the wind blowing his papers across the universe. Jonathan hoped he had extra copies. 

A few women were crying from shock and several others stood on the sidewalk looking around as if waiting for the vehicle to return. 

With his nerves surprisingly steady, Jonathan reached into his pocket to call the police. 

Once he reached an operator, he reported the incident in cool, even tones while he checked on the injured. Only one person’s wounds looked serious enough to probably require stitches, though several others had scrapes from falling on the rough road or sidewalk. 

Jonathan hung up after he’d given his location. They didn’t need him to stay on the phone tying up the line. Surveying the damage, Jonathan knew it could’ve been much worse. He hoped this day didn’t end with another string of nightmares. 

“You saved my life,” a now-familiar, deep voice said. 

Distracted by the wounded, Jonathan hadn’t seen anyone walk up behind him. He turned. The beautiful man he’d noticed before was standing on the sidewalk regarding him with an awed expression. Jonathan’s heart raced, no doubt still on edge from the jolt of adrenaline he’d received while escaping the path of the SUV. 

Although he knew he’d pulled the man to safety, an odd compulsion gripped Jonathan to verify that the stranger had completely escaped injury. Stepping closer, he carefully examined the man from head to toe. 

A wide smile crossed the stranger’s face. “I’m unhurt, thanks to you.” 

“I’m glad I was there.” Jonathan didn’t want to even imagine the amount of damage the SUV would’ve caused if it had hit the other man going at full speed. 

“You saved my life,” he repeated. 
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Jonathan clenched his fists to hide the trembling in his hands. To imagine this beautiful man’s life snuffed out made him queasy. He took a slow breath to balance out his churning stomach. 

“It was probably a drunk driver,” Jonathan said dismissively. He didn’t know that for sure, but he didn’t want to cause panic among people already stressed from the incident. He didn’t know if anyone else was listening to their conversation and hearing that a psycho in a SUV had tried to end their lives probably wouldn’t go over very well. 

The vehicle had appeared to be aiming at the man beside him, but barring a confession from the driver, Jonathan couldn’t prove anything. So far this hadn’t turned out to be a very good day. 

“I’m Kai Stromwell.” The gorgeous guy held out his hand to Jonathan. 

Well, there was one good part of his morning—the man standing in front of him. If Jonathan had ever collected any good karma in his life, he considered it completely paid back at that very moment. 

“Jonathan Stevens, nice to meet you.” He shook hands with Kai and bit his lip to hold back a gasp as a jolt of sizzling attraction surged through him. The burst of electricity danced through his body and settled down below. Hell, he’d had full orgasms with less satisfaction than that one gentle touch. 

“You feel it too, don’t you?” Kai asked, his eyes lit with excitement. Kai stepped closer and Jonathan barely resisted the urge to rub his body all over a guy he’d just met. 

Jonathan nodded. He’d be an idiot if he didn’t admit it and at least pursue a date. That much attraction deserved exploration. They didn’t have to commit to a lifelong relationship. 

Right now Jonathan would settle for getting laid. Kai’s expression indicated that he might be open to that sort of proposition. 

Before he could make any sort of arrangement, they were interrupted. 

“Excuse me, but did either of you witness the hit and run?” a uniformed cop asked. 

They both nodded. 

The cops separated Jonathan and Kai to get their statements. Afterwards, Jonathan lost track of his new friend. Disappointment hit him as he realised he’d probably lost his one chance to get Kai’s phone number. Usually he’d think a man like that was out of his league, but the sexual magnetism zipping between them had told a different story. 
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With his current run of bad luck, Jonathan should’ve known better than to hope he’d found an interesting new guy to date. He could barely remember the last time he’d liked someone enough to take him on a date. His latest encounters had been rushed events in dark back rooms where both parties had got off then walked away. The handshake he’d exchanged with Kai contained more sexual punch then his last two jerk-off sessions. 

Biting back a curse, Jonathan continued his walk to the coffee shop. He hadn’t got to finish his breakfast, so maybe he could at least get that cup of coffee he’d been wanting. He’d better call Patrick soon before his boss decided Jonathan preferred being unemployed. 

“Hello again, handsome,” Kai’s voice reached him as he stepped into the café. After a brief search, he spotted Kai by the window with his suit jacket unbuttoned and looking better than anyone who just escaped death had a right to. 

“Hello.” Jonathan changed directions to head towards Kai. “Are you going to be here a while?” 

“A few more minutes.” Kai waved towards the counter. “Why don’t you grab your coffee and join me for a bit?” 

Thoughts of his employer vanished beneath Kai’s warm gaze. Jonathan nodded and rushed off before he said something completely idiotic. Kai’s green eyes made him want foolish things and to whisper promises he’d never given anyone else. 

Shaking his head at his thoughts, Jonathan put in his coffee order and waited impatiently for his drink. How long did it take to pour a damn cup of coffee anyway? He hadn’t asked for the skinny latte with syrup deal he’d heard a lot of people order—he’d only asked for a straight drip to go. 

The barista returned to the counter. She gave him a polished smile that made him dread her next words. “Sorry, we just ran out. I’ve got to brew some more. If you want to just take a seat for a minute, I can let you know when it’s done.” 

Oh, hell yeah, he wanted to take a seat. “Sure, just call me when it’s ready.” 

She nodded. “Will do.” 

The relief on her face told him she’d expected a more negative reaction. After all, what kind of idiot forgot to brew coffee at a coffee shop? He resisted the urge to tell her to take her fucking time as he’d be more than happy to wait with Kai. 

Spotting Kai still sitting in the same chair and drinking his coffee sent a rush of relief through Jonathan so strong that he had to take a deep breath to regain his equilibrium. He 
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quickly walked over and sat in the chair Kai waved an elegant hand towards. Jonathan resisted the urge to hide his own scarred and scraped hands, damaged from years of combat. 

Everything about Kai had a touch of elegance, as if the guy had been dipped in an ocean of class. Jonathan would’ve been intimidated if he didn’t know they were mutually attracted. 

“No drink?” 

Jonathan shrugged. “They have to brew more.” 

“Figures. It’s always when you desperately need a cup.” Kai’s open, friendly smile soothed Jonathan’s frayed nerves. He hadn’t realised how shaken he was until he’d sat down. 

“That seems to be true,” Jonathan agreed. 

“I guess you’ll just have to stay and keep me company for a while.” Kai’s easy tone indicated he wouldn’t mind. 

Jonathan soaked up the attention like a flower to sunshine as he leant back in his chair. 

His gaze swept Kai’s well-tailored suit, which had probably cost more than Jonathan’s monthly rent and car payment together. Kai definitely wasn’t hurting for cash. 

“What do you do for a living, Kai?” Jonathan asked. He truly wanted to know what Kai did all day in his fancy suit. He should at least learn a little bit about the man he planned to strip naked and lick all over. 

Kai’s gaze heated as if he could read Jonathan’s intentions. He cleared his throat before he answered. “I run a company that handles angel investments. Providing funds for people who need an infusion of cash for their businesses, pretty boring stuff to talk about. What do you do?” 

“I’m a bodyguard for a security company.” Jonathan almost held his breath while he waited for Kai’s response. 

“Ever guard anyone famous?” Kai asked. 

“Yes.” Jonathan wasn’t about to give names or details of any of his jobs. 

Kai smiled as if delighted with Jonathan’s non-answer. “I bet you do a great job.” 

Jonathan cleared his throat to speak. 

“Coffee!” the barista shouted. 

He let out a breath. Saved from making a fool of himself. 
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“Don’t leave!” Jonathan ordered. He stood up quickly and rushed to get his drink. He returned in record time, narrowly missing spilling the drink when the lid popped off unexpectedly. He set it down and refastened the top before anything could tip out. 

When he’d finally finished, he found Kai watching him with an amused expression. A smile teased the corners of his lush mouth. 

“I believe I owe you breakfast,” Kai said out of the blue. 

“Why would you owe me breakfast?” he asked, trying to pull his attention back to the conversation and not wander off to bedroom gymnastics with a total stranger. Random pick-ups weren’t really his thing—hell, men weren’t even always his thing—but this particular man had him more hot and bothered than a string of strippers. 

“You saved my life when you yanked me out of the way. The least I can do is buy you a meal.” He nodded his head towards the restaurant across the street. “If you’d prefer dinner, I can get us reservations there if you’d like.” 

Jonathan’s gaze followed where Kai indicated. Callum’s restaurant, Trio, had a waiting list a mile long and Jonathan knew he should at least pretend to be impressed. Instead, he laughed. 

“I can! I’ve got a standing reservation,” Kai protested. The flash of temper in his eyes only fuelled Jonathan’s attraction. He liked his men with a little fire in them. Sometimes he even enjoyed it a lot. 

Jonathan shook his head. “How much did Callum charge you for that honour?” 

He knew Callum’s restaurant had a level of prestige to uphold and some people paid quite a bit to make sure they could always get in. Callum called them his gold circle members. They paid a yearly membership and received exclusive invitations when Callum held private chef dinners. Jonathan admired the marketing strategy and he knew it was one of the reasons, according to Sin, that Callum had absolutely no debt, a minor miracle when running a business. 

“You know the owner?” Kai asked. 

Jonathan could listen to him talk forever. He  took a sip of his coffee to hide his infatuation. Clearing his throat, he confessed. “He made me the breakfast I had to drop in the street.” 
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He still kind of mourned the loss of his food. As an omelette it had been good, but as a breakfast sandwich it had been amazing. He’d mention that to Callum when he saw him next. Callum would probably make it even better. 

Kai frowned and sat up straight. Irritation crossed his features. “When did they start making breakfast? Why wasn’t I informed?” 

“Because he only makes it for me when my boss drags me out of bed early. I work for Callum’s husband Sinclair,” Jonathan explained. 

“Wow. I thought to impress you and now I’m the one impressed. Not many people get a private meal without having to pay for it.” Kai smiled. 

Jonathan flushed as he remembered how poorly he’d treated Callum when they’d first met. He hadn’t thought his job assignment of watching Callum was important enough until he’d learned how much the chef meant to his boss. A year after that incident, he now knew Callum had an almost godlike status in the culinary community and gave away a lot of his money to youth organisations. 

“If you ever get a chance for him to make you breakfast, ask for his eggs Benedict. 

They’re like an orgasm on a plate,” Jonathan replied. No one cooked eggs like Callum. 

Kai laughed. “I’ll keep that in mind.” 

Jonathan’s phone rang. He answered it without taking his eyes off Kai. “Hello?” 

“Where are you?” Patrick’s hard voice snapped Jonathan out of his absorption with Kai. 

“Sorry, sir. I was held up. There was a hit and run incident and I was a witness to the event,” Jonathan explained. He forced his gaze away from Kai. If he stared at the gorgeous man any more, he’d probably become one of those stalkers. 

“Were you hurt?” Concern softened Patrick’s sharp tone. 

“No, sir. I’m just picking up some coffee before I head in,” Jonathan fibbed. 

“Good grab me some coffee, black… Oh, and Arthur wants a mocha with whipped cream. We have a client who’ll be in the office soon and I want you properly briefed before he shows up.” Patrick’s voice softened then Jonathan heard his boss begin to tease Arthur about his drink choice. 

“I’ll be there in a little bit,” Jonathan said, cutting into their conversation. If he waited for Patrick to stop teasing his husband, he’d be waiting a while. 

“Good.” Patrick hung up. 

“Are you in trouble?” Kai asked, his warm green eyes reflecting concern. 
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“No. As long as I bring them coffee I’m good.” If Arthur was working out of the office today, Patrick would mellow the hell out. Arthur would poke and prod until Patrick calmed down over whatever had irritated him. The two men balanced each other well. However, that didn’t mean Jonathan wanted to be on either of their bad sides. 

Kai pulled out a business card and wrote a number on the back before handing it over. 

“Call me. I’ll take you someplace else for dinner or breakfast.” Kai flashed him a wicked smile. “Or maybe both.” 

Jonathan grinned and accepted the cardboard rectangle. It had the feel of high quality paper stock. He ran his fingers along the embossing logo. Kai’s gaze followed the motion. 

“Thanks. I’ll call as soon as I find out my schedule for the rest of the week. I never know when I might need to go out of town.” If it took this much prep just for the customer meeting, Jonathan doubted it would be an easy job. Hopefully it wouldn’t be a long one. He needed to see Kai naked almost desperately and he doubted anyone else would do. 

A slight downturn of his lush mouth conveyed Kai’s disappointment, but he nodded his understanding. 

Jonathan stood. Unable to resist, he walked around the table, leant down then kissed one of Kai’s high cheekbones. The smell of expensive cologne discreetly dabbed on met his nose. He resisted the urge to nestle in and enjoy his stay. “I’ll definitely see you later.” 

Kai’s soft gasp followed Jonathan as he went to get the rest of the coffees. Patrick damn well better appreciate his caffeine this morning. The temptation to play hooky, drag Kai home and fuck him until their knees turned to water taunted him, but he couldn’t blow off work. He had bills to pay. 

When he finally had all their drinks tucked into a cardboard tray, Jonathan turned around, only to find that Kai had left and a pair of giggling teens had taken his place. 

 Damn.  

Disappointment crushed him like an anvil on his chest. Shaking it off, Jonathan straightened his spine, refusing to allow this minor setback to bother him for long. He had Kai’s number and the man had shown definite interest. Overall, it had actually been a stellar morning despite narrowly avoiding being the target of vehicular manslaughter. 

He wondered how quickly it would be considered too eager to call. 
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Chapter Two 







Kai slumped behind his desk and stared at the contract once again. He knew the words were supposed to make sense but right then they only slurred together in his mind until they formed a jumble of symbols he couldn’t decipher. Dyslexia was a bitch sometimes. Even with the mild form he had, whenever he became too tired, the words swam together. Three hours of reading papers consisted of two hours too many. 

A knock had him calling out. “Enter.” 

Michelle Orlen, Kai’s personal assistant, walked into the room in her navy blue suit with the gold-coloured buttons—a surprisingly staid outfit for a woman with a streak of pink in her hair and a diamond nose stud. 

“Need to do dry cleaning?” he asked as she walked into the room. 

She wrinkled her nose at him. “What makes you think that?” 

“Because that’s your I-have-nothing-to-wear outfit,” Kai replied. 

Michelle laughed, a surprisingly girlish sound from a woman who relished her kick-ass attitude. “You do know me, don’t you, Mr Stromwell?” 

He’d given up on having her call him Kai three years ago when he’d hired her. She didn’t see it as respectful to call her boss by his first name. Her military father apparently had had strict rules regarding that growing up and some things from her childhood she couldn’t shake. Well, except for one night after she’d kicked her husband out and Kai had taken her to the bar down the street to celebrate. Apparently when drinking with the boss, first names were acceptable. 

“What’s on the table for this afternoon?” Kai asked with little enthusiasm. Usually he loved his job, but lately all he’d received were crackpot ideas for get rich quick schemes, instead of solid business ideas. Work frustration added to the sexual tension already there from not grabbing hold of Jonathan and screwing him in the café’s restroom. He’d taken a look at the big man with the sunglasses and had wanted to rub against him and see if Jonathan could lift him up against the wall while he fucked him hard. Although they were close in height Jonathan appeared to have twice Kai’s muscle mass. 
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An even better vision of Jonathan bent over Kai’s black leather couch at the proper height to screw revved up his excitement. He took a long, slow breath to calm his cock and push back his excitement. He’d be happy with any naked combination. Jonathan struck Kai as a top, but he’d met more than one big strong man who’d mix it up. 

“I’ve got a stack of proposals for that conference call you have at three.” She dropped them on his desk with a thud, jerking him out of his delightful daydreaming. 

Kai sighed. He barely remembered the days when he used to get excited about finding a new company and helping it out. Now they all ran together in his mind as one hopeless project after another. 

“A few were recommended by the board.” She pulled off the top three of the group and set them to one side. 

“Thanks. Nothing better than turning down the board’s pet projects to start my week off right.” Kai grimaced. The last twenty ventures the board had set their hearts on had been duds. Either owned by a friend of a friend or just plain bad ideas. He was beginning to think someone on the board was purposely trying to sabotage him. It might be time to clear out the advisory panel and start again from scratch. Kai owned controlling shares in his company. 

He could get rid of them all if he chose. Unfortunately, replacing them would be a challenge and not one he had time for right now. 

“I’ll leave you to it then,” Michelle said. She gave him a wink before turning and leaving his office, not quite at a flee, but Kai got the impression she didn’t want to hang around and listen to him bitch. 

After starting the company ten years ago, Kai had an excellent track record of picking the right businesses to fund. His portfolio creeping towards the billion-dollar mark attested to his success. 

However, lately the lustre of finding the right company and helping it reach the next level had started to fade. Kai was ready to try something new. The only excitement he’d had in his life recently involved a certain bodyguard. The memory of Jonathan’s strong grip pulling him away from harm stayed in his mind. Later when he removed his shirt, Kai had no doubt he’d find bruises from Jonathan’s fingers. 

Kai smiled. 

His annoyance over the day faded as he imagined Jonathan’s body laid out on his bed in all his muscled glory. Kai shifted uncomfortably as his cock hardened in his slacks. 
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“Damn.” He wished he were some place where he could take care of his growing problem, but his reputation would definitely take a hit if someone discovered him jacking off in the men’s bathroom. He preferred to be seen as a powerful businessman instead of a creepy pervert. 

Pulling the stack of files closer, Kai flipped through the first few and tossed them to the left to be rejected later. The ones needing closer examination he placed to the right. Michelle would send out the rejection slips to people who didn’t make the cut, with explanations on the reason why. Only the top few would be invited to give their pitch. The company didn’t have time to personally meet with all the businesses requesting funds. 

Reading the portfolios, Kai remembered the first few business plans he’d received when he’d first established Angels by Stromwell using a small inheritance from his grandfather. 

They were all multimillion-dollar companies now. He used to enjoy finding the right diamond in the rough business to help get on its feet. Now the idea of walking away from it all sparkled like a shining promise before him. 

Kai rested his head against the back of his leather chair, closed his eyes and imagined Jonathan. He wondered about the age distance between them. The bodyguard appeared pretty young. He wondered if Jonathan would be open to a relationship. 

Kai laughed. 

Relationship? They hadn’t even had dinner yet. 

Kai’s phone rang. A quick glance at the display showed an unknown number. He quickly snatched it up and pressed the button to connect. 

“Hello!” His heart fluttered a bit as he waited for a response. 

“Hello, Kai. Is this too soon to call?” Jonathan’s endearing nervousness floated across the line. 

“Not at all. I was thinking about you,” Kai confessed. 

“Oh good. I was hoping you’d be available to go out this Saturday?” 

Kai’s gut twisted. Saturday? Five days away? He didn’t think he could survive that long to taste Jonathan on his tongue or to slide his hands across the bodyguard’s hard body. 

“Are you going out on a job then?” Maybe Jonathan had to go out of town. The amount of disappointment he felt surprised him. 

“No, why?” The shock of gunfire came across the line. “I’ve got to go. I’ll call you back later.” 
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The line went dead. 

“Jonathan!” 

What if someone had shot him? Sweat beaded on Kai’s forehead and his hand shook as he set the phone on the desk. 

“Problem?” Michelle had wandered back into his office, another stack of files tucked under her arm. 

“I heard gunfire when he hung up,” Kai said. His voice shook with fear. 

“When who hung up?” Michelle sat down in the chair across from him. Her eyes narrowed as if ready to start an interrogation. Kai was used to her tactics. She had a strong protective streak when it came to him. 

“Jonathan. I met him this morning. He works as a bodyguard. We were planning a date together…” His words trailed off as his scattered thoughts jumbled in his head. 

“Did you try to call him back?” she asked. She set the files down on the desk and scooted closer in her chair. 

Kai shook his head. “I don’t want to distract him if he’s being shot at.” 

“Oh, good point,” Michelle agreed. 

Kai stared at his phone willing it to ring. 

“Is there anyone else you can call? Do you know who he might be with?” 

“No.” Memories surfaced from their discussion at the coffee shop. “He works with Sinclair something or other who married Callum Turner, the owner of Trio.” 

“The chef?” 

Kai nodded. 

“That would be Sinclair Alverston,” Michelle replied. “It was in all the papers. Sinclair owns part of a security firm. They do personal protection, that sort of stuff. They hire a lot of ex-mercenaries.” 

“Get their number. At least then I’ll have it if he doesn’t call back soon.” He’d wait a bit before calling. Surely a perfectly good explanation was a phone call away. However if Jonathan truly was in the middle of gunfire Kai didn’t want to distract him. 

“I’ll get right on that. In the meantime, the board wants to discuss their choices.” She set a file on the gleaming surface of his desk. “I made a spreadsheet with their recommendations so you can have a quick review before your meeting. They’d like to get together this Thursday to discuss things.” 
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Kai fingered the folder. “Set it up, but make sure to tell them I only have one hour. It cuts out all the bullshit. If they know how much time they have, they won’t let each other blather on forever.” 

Michelle rolled her eyes. “I think that’s a great plan. I’ll schedule accordingly. By the way, your sister called and wants to have dinner with you tonight. I told her you were busy, but I didn’t know if the spots free on your calendar were truly free or if you just haven’t put anything in them yet.” 

Often Kai had last minute items he forgot to write down. “Thanks for checking.” Kai pulled up his schedule on his phone. “See if she can do it tomorrow. We can have lunch together if dinner doesn’t work out for her.” 

He hadn’t seen Jeni for a few months. Their busy lives kept them apart more often than together. Even living in the same city it was sometimes difficult to find times to meet. Jeni worked as a party planner and often had odd hours, while Kai worked with several global companies where meetings often lasted late into the night. 

Although Kai loved his sister, he didn’t always understand her life choices. Her taste in men had often been a source of tension between them. Bright, beautiful Jeni always attracted the biggest assholes Kai had ever met. Apparently her latest treasure worked as a mechanic. 

Not that Kai had any problem with blue-collar men—he’d dated a few himself. However, her description of him dragging her to bars in the shadier parts of town didn’t give Kai a happy image. Jeni thought it all a great adventure. 

Their parents had never confessed, but Kai had his suspicions that she might be an alien transplant. 

After going through their list of items to address, Michelle left to go organise his meetings and write letters of rejection to the companies he’d discarded as not ready. 

Unfortunately, the stack she had left behind contained almost as many files as the stack she’d taken with her. Kai opened another folder, but his mind wasn’t on the papers before him. Memories of Jonathan’s deep voice and rich laughter flitted through his mind. Instead of concentrating on buying power and cost per share, he wondered about what Jonathan’s favourite food was. Did he have any allergies? What did he like to do for fun? Would they be compatible in bed? Was he now getting shot while Kai daydreamed? 

“Here’s the company’s number.” Michelle marched back into the room and set a piece of paper on the desk. Kai saw a neatly printed number on top. 
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“Thank you.” His eyes remained glued to the paper even after he had heard the door close, as though by staring at it he could get Jonathan to call. He needed to get his act together. Mooning over a total stranger, no matter how hot, couldn’t continue. Tapping his pen against the desk, he stared at the paper. 

To call or not to call? 

Kai continued to watch the paper as if it would jump up and share its opinion at any moment. 

His phone rang. 

A number flashed across the device. It didn’t have Jonathan’s name, but he definitely remembered it from before. 

“Are you all right?” The words spilled out of his mouth before he could yank them back. 

“Why wouldn’t I be? Sorry I hung up on you.” Jonathan’s  voice, low and contrite, warmed him across the connection. 

“I heard gunfire.” He knew his tone had a hard edge, but he’d worried for an entire half-hour. 

“Oh crap, you heard that?” The sound of a car door slamming came over the line. 

“Sorry. We were meeting with a new client at his property. I had some downtime while Patrick was talking to him so I thought I’d call you. The idiot pulled out his gun to show Patrick and damn near shot his foot off. Luckily he missed, but I had to go check and see if he needed an ambulance.” 

Relief swirled through Kai almost making him lightheaded. “I can’t tell you how relieved I am to hear it wasn’t anything life-threatening.” 

“I’m really sorry about that, Kai.” The way Jonathan said his name in a soft, almost worshipful tone turned Kai’s cock hard enough he hoped he wouldn’t tear his tailored pants. 

He’d definitely have them made a little looser in the future. 

Kai sighed. “That’s all right. I’m glad you called and set me straight. I was going to call your work and check up on you, but you called me first.” 

“You were going to call my work?” 

Jonathan’s tight voice had Kai asking. “Are you not out at work?” 

Silence. 

Kai bit his lip. He didn’t need another closet case. 
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“I’m not out, but I’m not ashamed either. Both of the owners are gay so they won’t give me a hard time or anything. They always assumed I was straight and I just never corrected them.” 

A sigh escaped Kai’s lungs. “Good. I’d hate to think I almost outed someone.” He wouldn’t date anyone who hid in the closet, either, but they didn’t need to get into that. No point in making an issue out of nothing. A big difference existed between not out yet and not willing to be out at all. He’d worry about which category Jonathan fell under later. 

“Nothing to out. I’m not ashamed.” 

With those words, the last restraint blocking Kai from wanting Jonathan dissolved. If the younger man stood before him he’d pounce and not let Jonathan from his sight until he’d thoroughly claimed him, reputation or not. 

“I would like to see you Saturday,” Kai prompted. “I would prefer to see you before then if you have the time.” 

There—he’d put out his wishes, and Jonathan could take him up on it or not. 

“I have an overnight job tonight but I’m available Wednesday,” Jonathan offered. 

“Wednesday works,” Kai replied. He tapped his pen against the desk, resisting the urge to do an undignified fist pump. Now at least he had a date and he wouldn’t have to wait until this weekend. “Can I pick you up?” 

“Sure, I’ll text you my address. I’ve gotta go now. I just didn’t want you to think I was rude for just hanging up before.” 

“I appreciate it.” Kai didn’t mention the heart attack he’d almost had over the gunfire. 

No reason to make Jonathan think Kai worried excessively. He’d learn that himself soon enough. He disconnected, resisting the urge to tell Jonathan to stay safe. They could discuss Jonathan’s actual duties later. Kai wanted to know the true level of danger in Jonathan’s job and whether or not Jonathan could ever be shot at. 

Kai had all the business success and money he could ever desire. Now he needed someone to share it with. In particular, a man with deep brown eyes and a shy smile that twisted Kai’s insides into a pretty knot. 

“You’re an idiot, Kai,” he told his foolish heart. “Infatuated with a kid who’ll  break your heart if given half the chance.” 

His competitors would tell him he didn’t have that particular organ in his chest, but Kai only made it appear so. A childhood growing up with a stern father who took any sign of 
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weakness as a point to exploit had caused him to hide his softer side. Jonathan might be the one to peel back the layers he’d carefully hidden his heart behind. 

Only time would show if they were meant to be. One encounter did not a love affair make. Still, he found himself humming as he rifled through the rest of his paperwork. 
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Chapter Three 







Kai dragged his feet up the four steps to his town house. The dinner meeting with a potential new investor had dragged on even longer than he had thought it would. Some people never understood the importance of being succinct in their speech. Nelson Andrews had tried to get a jump on any objections to his pet project. Kai wouldn’t bend. 

“It’s not viable,” Kai had said, glaring at his business associate. 

Nelson had narrowed his blue eyes. “Why not?” 

“Because their product doesn’t have enough research and their staff are inexperienced. I don’t think they are ready for a five million dollar investment. They have a lot more groundwork they need to do.” 

Kai had wondered at Nelson’s insistence. Nelson had never been so adamant about a company before. 

“No reason.” Nelson had backed off, but a red-flag of distrust had been raised. 

He’d texted Michelle on the way home to look into the company in the morning. An unpleasant  suspicion had wormed its way into his thoughts and wasn’t fading away. 

Members of the board were prohibited from personal relationships with people seeking funds. Kai wondered if Nelson had forgotten that particular rule. He wouldn’t put it past him. Nelson often acted as if rules were for other people. 

He’d let Nelson finish his pitch, but he’d made no promises. They all knew Kai wouldn’t commit to anything until he had the information he requested written out before him. Doing business on anyone’s promises led to poor decisions. Kai hadn’t survived this long by ignoring his hunches. 

At least the food had been good. 

He’d taken them to Trio and the chef’s special had been a seafood penne, giving the interminably long meeting at least one bright spot. It had also made him feel a bit closer to Jonathan. 

Damn, he had it bad. 

After closing and locking the door behind him, Kai stumbled the few steps to his living room then collapsed on the couch. The soft surface wrapped around him, reminding him 
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why he’d bought the soft microfibre cover instead of the hard leather his interior decorator had picked out. He preferred comfort to class. It might be time to make the same choice in men too. He’d already taken out all the sleek fashion models only to be disappointed in the end. Now he’d find out if a more down to earth man might suit him better. 

His cock hardened at the memory of Jonathan’s strong body. He bet Jonathan had to have his suits custom made to get them to fit over his muscular arms. 

 Mmm. 

Kai leaned his head back and closed his eyes. He’d just rest for a moment before he wandered off to bed. Instinctively, he rubbed the placket of his trousers as he thought of stripping Jonathan naked. 

A loud knocking at his front door made him freeze. 

Kai’s erection deflated at the startling interruption. 

“Who’d be visiting this late?” Kai asked his empty living room. Unsurprisingly, neither the couch nor the walls gave him an answer. It must be someone from the building or security would’ve informed him of a visitor. 

Kai groaned as he stood and his right knee popped. He’d sustained an injury skiing several years ago and the joint still gave him problems from time to time. Chasing a younger man might not be his brightest idea, but he still couldn’t get Jonathan out of his mind. 

When he got to the door, the person he spotted through the peephole had him unlocking then yanking the door open. 

“Jeni?” No wonder security hadn’t called. Jeni had her own security pass. 

“Kai!” His sister threw her arms around him and hugged him tight. “I’m so glad you’re home.” 

She sobbed against his shoulder, the noise loud in Kai’s ears. He awkwardly patted her back while her tears soaked through his shirt. 

“What happened?” He knew he shouldn’t ask. She would tell him, even though he could pretty much predict the answer. All her relationships ended the same way. First, a break-up, then tears before ending with Jeni getting in trouble for applying a baseball bat to her ex’s vehicle. At least this time he hadn’t received a phone call from the police station, so he considered it a good separation. 

Pulling back a bit, he scooted her to one side to grab her luggage. Luckily the enormous bag had wheels. Jeni stepped back and scooped up the smaller bag, still sniffling. 
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“What happened with the mechanic?” he asked, bracing himself for the answer. With Jeni it could be anything. 

“He wanted me to give him money.” Jeni wiped her eyes with the palms of her hands as she had done as a little girl. 

Kai’s heart melted a little as happier memories crowded out the present. 

“Bastard,” Kai muttered supportively. 

Jeni sniffed. “I told him I didn’t have any. All my money goes back into my company, you know that!” 

Kai nodded. His sister’s company was only three years old and she was just now starting to see a profit. He had helped her out with a private loan when she had needed money for the start-up. She’d just finished paying him back a few months ago. 

“What did he say?” 

“He said I could get it from you if I wanted to.” She frowned. “I’m starting to think he was only with me because he thought he could get easy money. He was smarter than I thought.” 

Kai didn’t say anything. He wasn’t going to agree to the obvious, no point in making her feel worse. “So why are you here?” 

As far as Kai could follow, she’d broken up on schedule. Why come to his place? She hadn’t moved in with the guy so there shouldn’t be this dramatic night-time visit. 

“Because he keeps showing up at my doorstep.” She bit her lip. “Do you mind if I stay here a few days until he gets the hint and stops coming by?” 

“Did you tell him you were breaking up?” More than once she’d forgotten to inform an ex-boyfriend of his ‘ex’ status. 

“Of course,” she snapped. 

Kai didn’t fall for her assurances. She had a long track record of ignoring unpleasant things. 

“Why don’t you call the police?” Kai prodded. He didn’t want to play host to his sister for an indeterminate amount of time. Not when he had plans to seduce Jonathan. Besides, as much as he loved her, he knew his sister thrived on the dramatic. 

“Because he hasn’t  done anything criminal yet. I mean he’s persistent, but he hasn’t threatened me or anything. Other than trespassing on my lawn, what can I accuse him of?” 

“Stalking?” Kai offered. 
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Jeni tilted her head as if considering the idea. “Maybe, but it’s flimsy and I doubt they’ll give me a restraining order on the I-think-he’s-dangerous defence.” 

Kai sighed. “Fine. You can stay until you feel safer. You know where the spare bedroom is. I know a security company we can have watch your house to make sure he doesn’t do anything, and to protect you while you’re at work. The police might not take you seriously, but we can have you privately guarded.” 

And if that guard happened to be a certain sexy man with a lush voice to die for, Kai wouldn’t complain. He’d call Jonathan in the morning and he could hook him up with whoever scheduled new clients. Not only would he be able to be the good guy with his sister, but he’d have a legitimate reason to talk to the sexy bodyguard again. 

Relief crossed Jeni’s face. “Thanks, Kai. I really appreciate this. I hate depending on you this way, but Deke really freaked me out last time. I don’t think he’s doing drugs, but his behaviour has gotten really erratic lately. The money thing was the last straw but not the first problem we’ve had.” 

A flash of concern went through Kai. Jeni really sounded worried and not in her usual overly theatrical way to gain attention. “You really think he’s after you, don’t you?” 

Jeni nodded. 

Kai made a decision. “Go get settled. When you’re done I’ll make you some toast and you can tell me everything you know about this guy.” 

A watery smile crossed Jeni’s face. “Okay, be right back.” 

The expression of hope on her face was like a kick in the gut. Jeni always knew he was always only a phone call away if she ran into trouble. Unfortunately, trouble didn’t just find her—it hunted her down and roughed her up on a regular basis. 

Kai wandered to the kitchen to put some bread into the toaster. Their English nanny had always made them tea and toast when they were upset, a tradition they’d carried on into their adulthood. It might be a silly thing to still believe a simple snack could make things better, but the habit soothed them both. 

The toast popped up just as Jeni returned with a freshly washed face, in a pair of old sweats and a tattered T-shirt. 

“Better?” Kai asked sliding the toast and cup of tea across the counter. He retrieved the cold butter from the fridge and placed it beside her plate. 

Jeni pulled a bar stool out from beneath the island then sat down. “Yes, thank you.” 
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Kai was used to Jeni being wild and emotional—this new, subdued sister frightened him a bit. 

Opening a drawer, he pulled out a pad of paper and the pen he always kept on hand for shopping lists and notes for the maid. “Okay, spill. Tell me everything about him.” 

Jeni reached into her pocket and set a small photo on the island. “I thought a picture might help.” 

Kai reached over and looked at the photograph. With one look he could see what his sister had seen in the guy. Thick dark hair curled around his head in casual disarray few people could pull off. Smooth brown skin hinted at a Hispanic background somewhere in his family tree and dark, melting eyes stared back up at Kai. The tattoos exposed on his upper arms were an eagle and a tree, one on each side. 

“He’s cute,” Kai said unwisely. 

Jeni snatched the photo back. “That doesn’t make him harmless.” 

“No. Sorry.” He didn’t want to take a stranger’s side. Despite the saying, a picture couldn’t determine whether a person would turn violent. The smiling guy appeared nice, but his likeness didn’t tell Kai anything about Deke’s personality. It certainly didn’t say to Kai if Deke planned to physically hurt or blackmail his sister. 

“Tell me everything you know,” he demanded. 

An hour later, he’d learned Deke Ford liked football and worked as a mechanic at Jake’s Garage on Tenth Street. Other than Jeni’s ranting about his behaviour, Kai had learned little else. 

“Don’t you know anything else about him?” Kai asked. 

Jeni shrugged. “We hadn’t been dating for long. I mean, he’s cute and I thought he liked me. Now I know he’s a con artist who practises his wiles on susceptible women.” 

“Con artists don’t usually hold down jobs where they’ll get greasy,” Kai argued. 

However, what Jeni had said about Deke wanting money concerned Kai. “I’ll have a security company run a background check. They can tell me if he’s shady.” 

“I bet he’s got a criminal past,” Jeni said darkly. She sipped her tea and ate her toast while Kai brewed a pot of coffee. 

He might as well drink caffeine since he knew Jeni wouldn’t let him sleep any time soon. Once she had worked herself up, she’d be going for hours. 
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* * * * 



Kai figured, since nine was usually when business hours began, ten wouldn’t be too early to call. He eagerly pressed the return call selection when he pulled up Jonathan’s number. 

“Morning, Kai.” Jonathan’s rich voice sent shivers down Kai’s spine. Damn, the man only sounded sexier in the morning. Kai bet he’d sound delicious whispering in Kai’s ear as he gave him a hard morning fuck. 

He bit back his groan to speak. “Good morning, Jonathan. How are you today?” 

“I’m doing well. I don’t mean to be rude, but is there something I can do for you? I’m sort of in the middle of things, but I didn’t want to ignore your call.” 

“Sorry.”  He’d just started making his interest shown and already he was botching things. “I’m actually calling you regarding work, so if your boss is near, you can tell him it’s business. You don’t have to share that I’m imagining you naked and fucking me across my silk sheets.” 

“God. Now is not the time to make me hard.” Jonathan cleared his throat. “What kind of business? Are you in trouble?” 

The concern in Jonathan’s voice warmed Kai to his toes. “No, it’s my sister. She became involved with the wrong guy and she’s worried he’s going to do something. She tried to break it off, but she says he’s turned obsessive. Not anything to cross the line and involve the cops, but she’s getting a bad vibe. I figure you guys could maybe do a background check or something.” 

Kai handled multimillion dollar deals with less anxiety than talking to a guy he had a crush on. At his age he should know better than to go all melty over someone. 

“Is she fine with you talking to us? I don’t want to go behind your sister’s back, especially if we’re going to be dating.” 

Kai smiled. “Yes, I talked to her. Thanks for checking first, though. If it looks like he could be a danger, I’d like a bodyguard assigned to her and better security systems put on her house and place of business. I’m worried he might try to get to her at either place.” 

Even if the danger only lived in Jeni’s head, the security system would be worth the cost to increase her sense of safety. 

“That’s probably a valid fear if he’s as dangerous as she thinks,” Jonathan agreed. 
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“Could your company run a background check on him? Jeni didn’t know a lot about his past. Apparently she was more interested in other parts of him, so she didn’t press for details. Some of the things she told me make me wonder if he wasn’t trying to get to me through her.” 

“Really?” Jonathan’s voice sharpened. “What makes you think that?” 

Kai told Jonathan all about his conversation with Jeni and what Deke had said. 

“Hmm, that does sound suspicious. I’ll have a contract emailed to you for you to fill out with everything you want us to do. One of my bosses, either Patrick Edwards or Sinclair Alverston, will contact you regarding all the details. They do the contracts. I’m just the muscle,” Jonathan explained. 

Kai thought Jonathan didn’t give himself enough credit. The man appeared strong, smart and competent. Kai would make sure to mention he wanted Jonathan to guard his sister if that was an option. He didn’t know what Jonathan’s schedule was like, but he’d have a lot less anxiety if he knew the person watching Jeni. Not to mention he’d get to see him. 

“Do you think you can watch her?” Kai asked. 

“I’ve got an assignment that will take me out of town next week. I can ask to take over when I get back if she still needs someone by then,” he offered. 

“That would be great if you could,” Kai replied. “I don’t want you to feel pressured, though.” 

“I don’t feel pressured. I’m listening to a concerned brother wanting someone he knows to watch his sister. Like I said, I’ll be happy to do it as soon as I get back home.” 

Kai tightened his grip on the phone. “Thanks. I really do appreciate this.” 

Anxiety gripped Kai as he imagined what kind of security detail might drag Jonathan out of town. He didn’t like the thought of Jonathan putting his life on the line for anyone with a few bucks in their wallet. Maybe after they’d been dating a while he could convince Jonathan to find a new occupation. 

“We have a good history of protecting people, Kai. We’ll do everything we can to see that she’s kept safe. Is she home now?” 

“No, she’s staying with me for a bit, but she has to go into work this afternoon. She has a late night event to organise for tonight. She runs her own party planning business and she’ll need to be on-site.” 
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Jeni’s entire career could depend on this next job going well. She couldn’t afford to not go, even if she had an ex stalking her. Kai understood devotion to a business. His company wouldn’t be so large today if he hadn’t given it all of his time and attention over the past decade. 

“Write your address down, as well as her number, and have her make us a rough schedule of her day. We need to know how she spends her time so we’ll know what kind of manpower we’ll need. I’m sure they’ll send someone over to talk to both of you after you turn in your paperwork. I’ll give your info to my boss and he’ll interview you over the phone to make sure we can help.” 

Kai nodded then felt foolish because he knew Jonathan couldn’t see him. “Thanks. I’ll make sure I’m available to him when he calls.” 

“Cool. I guess I’ll see you later then.” 

“Yeah, later.” He knew he sounded like an idiot, but that didn’t stop a smile from crossing his face. 

Michelle walked in and put a cup of coffee on his desk. 

Kai raised an eyebrow at her. “You’re bringing me coffee?” 

“Yes.” She sat down in one of the leather visitor’s chairs across from him. 

“Are you looking for a raise?” Kai asked. He picked up his cup and took a sip of the dark brew. Perfect. 

Michelle grinned. “I wouldn’t turn one down, but that’s not what I’m here for.” 

“Spill.” Kai didn’t plan on spending the rest of his day playing twenty questions with his assistant. 

“You spill. How’s it going with Jonathan? You never mention any of the guys you’re dating.” She leant forward like she anticipated him sharing some juicy secrets. 

Kai laughed. “First of all, there’s nothing yet to share and second, even if there were, I wouldn’t.” 

“Aww…c’mon, boss!” Michelle whined good-naturedly. “You gotta give a girl something. I’ve worked for you for five years and your eyes have never lit up when anyone else has called you before. This one’s special—I can feel it.” 

Kai rolled his eyes even as he secretly agreed. “Cut back on your romance reading is my advice. Now go back to work. I promise to share if anything noteworthy happens that will affect you in any way.” 
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Michelle sighed. “Which is code for mind my own business.” 

She stood and straightened her skirt. Kai grouped the stack of folders he wanted her to file. 

“And that’s why I stick around with you,” Michelle announced cryptically. 

“What?” Kai had completely lost the train of their conversation. 

“Any other guy would be checking out my body. You hand me paperwork.” Her affectionate smile warmed Kai. 

“I’m glad my homosexuality is working for you. Now go put these away.” He made a shooing motion with his hand. 

Michelle headed out but stopped at the door to turn around. “You might want to take another look at the Philips deal. I think you’re right. Mr Andrews is neck deep in that one. I haven’t found the connection yet, but the business plan doesn’t look strong enough for the amount of support Mr Andrews is giving it.” 

Kai nodded. “Thanks.” 

He trusted Michelle’s instincts—they were almost as good as his own when spotting something odd. If both of them were picking up vibes, it definitely needed further assessment. Maybe he’d have Jonathan’s security people do a little investigation of their own. 

Surely they could do a little background check on Mark Philips while they were doing everything else. 

Kai stood and snatched up the file. Sometimes he thought better when he paced. 

Flipping through the Philips proposal, he tried to spot the point where things didn’t work. 

Why would Andrews be so adamant about funding this business? The ding of an incoming email had him turning back towards his desk. 

Glass exploded from his window, spewing across the floor as his office window shattered. 

Instinctively, Kai dropped to the carpet. The Philips file spilled across the floor in a wide swathe of white across the dark brown fibres. Kai ignored the mess as he crawled to the other side of his desk and stayed ducked on the floor behind it. 

“What the fuck!” he shouted. 

Kai’s mouth fell open as he saw a red sighting laser appear on the wall across from him a few inches above his head. He might never have seen a sniper except in the movies, but 
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with the window gone and a glowing red dot floating across from him, all thoughts of anything else causing the damage flew from his head. 

The door began to open. 

“Don’t come in!” he shouted. 

“What was that sound!” Michelle yelled from the other side. 

“Someone is shooting at me! Call the police!” 

Kai’s phone sat on his desk, out of reach unless he threw himself into the line of fire to retrieve it. 

“Are you safe?” she asked. 

“For now,” Kai assured her. He tried to sound calm but even to his own ears his voice had a tinge of hysteria. He’d never had anyone try to kill him before. Maybe one or two business executives might have considered it from time to time, but no one had ever seriously tried before. 

Another sound and a chunk of plaster disappeared. Kai  realised the shooter had spotted Kai’s shadow. Kai tried to remain calm, but someone was shooting at him. Someone. 

Was. Shooting. At. Him! 

Frantically, he looked for a clear way to get out of the room. Why did he have to pick the corner office with windows on all sides? What had seemed so pretty for its views now appeared stupidly unsecure. Next time he’d take an inner office with no windows, maybe a supply closet. 

“Stay put,” Michelle called out to him. “The police are on their way.” 

He barely held back a smart-ass comment. Where the hell was he going to go? Jumping up and running for it would only get him shot. Hell, Kai didn’t even own a gun and he wasn’t the type to shoot back even if he did. No other bullets were fired and Kai began to wonder if maybe the shooter had left. 

He wished he could be more proactive. If he could catch sight of his shooter he could at least give a description to the police. However, even if he stupidly popped his head up for a look at the sniper, the odds of Kai being able to see something with his naked eye were ridiculously slim. He took a deep breath and tried to calm his racing heart. Even his hands were getting into the act, shaking like a junkie late for his next fix. 

“The cops will be here soon!” Michelle shouted through the door. 
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“Thank you!” he shouted back. He wanted to crawl over and sneak out, but he didn’t know how far down the shooter could see. 

If he’d still been sitting in his chair, Kai had no doubt he’d be dead right now. Worst of all, he’d never have had that meal with Jonathan. He longed to see Jonathan with a ferocity that almost took his breath away. 

The door slammed open. Kai jerked in surprise from the sudden motion and braced for more gunfire. Two police officers in SWAT uniforms peered into the room. They appeared to assess the situation. The guy on the left scanned the opposite building with a small pair of binoculars while the guy on the right kept his pistol ready. Binocular guy shouted, “Clear.” 

“Come with us, Mr Stromwell,” the officer on the right said, motioning him forward. 

With a burst of speed, Kai raced through the doorway. He didn’t remember to breathe until he safely stood on the other side. 

He collapsed on the bench in the hall. Resting his head on his hands, he tried to calm his rapidly beating heart. 

“Do you know of any reason someone would be shooting at you?” one of the cops asked. Kai didn’t bother to check who had asked the question. He didn’t care. He wanted his heart to stop trying to escape from his chest. 

Kai shook his head. “I’m just a businessman.” 

He started shaking as shock set in. 

“Hey, babe, I’ve got you,” Jonathan’s deep voice wrapped around him as surely as his arms did a second later. Right in front of the SWAT guys, Jonathan cuddled Kai close until he stopped vibrating as if he’d tumble apart without Jonathan’s hold on him. Only after he had calmed did Jonathan pull back, though he kept a reassuring hand across Kai’s back. 

Kai granted him a tremulous smile. “How did you know I was in trouble?” 

“Your assistant called me. She said you might want some protection for the next few days while the police sort this out,” Jonathan said as if it were completely natural to rush to the side of a man he’d just met. 

“I hope we’re not going to get into a pattern where you have to save my life every day,” 

Kai said. 

Jonathan’s smile didn’t reach his eyes. “We need to figure out who’s trying to kill you and maybe cut back the lifesaving to every other day.” 

“Is there some place more private we can talk?” the cop asked. 
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“Y-yes we have a conference room,” Kai said pointing down the hall. 

“This way, gentlemen.” Michelle’s confident voice broke into the buzzing noise going through Kai’s head. The room spun a little when he tried to stand. Jonathan gently pushed him back to sit on the bench. 

“Mr Stromwell will join you once he catches his breath,” Jonathan said. He rubbed Kai’s back in long reassuring strokes. 

“Yes, I’ll be there in a minute,” Kai agreed. He wanted to cling to Jonathan a bit longer and he didn’t really care who in the company saw him. He’d always been discreet in the past and dated men who didn’t show signs of affection in public, but with Jonathan he wanted to shout out to everyone that the sweet man belonged to him. Whether he did or not remained to be seen, but he wanted him to. 

After a few minutes of Jonathan’s soothing presence, Kai nodded his willingness to move forward. “Let’s go talk to them. I don’t really have much to say. I don’t know anything.” 

“You might know more than you think,” Jonathan offered. 

“Where were you?” Kai asked. “It didn’t take you long to get here.” 

A blush crept across Jonathan’s cheeks. “I was coming to surprise you for lunch. I probably should’ve called, but I had to do an errand in this part of town. I figured if you weren’t available I’d just grab a sandwich somewhere.” 

“That’s so sweet!” Kai wanted to let Jonathan wrap him in his arms and keep him safe. 

A foolish image because he’d never depended on anyone in his life. However, he certainly wouldn’t fight it if his highly capable love interest wished to stick around. 

A warm glow began in Kai’s chest. Jonathan’s calm, reassuring presence soothed him far more than any medication could. Taking a deep breath, he stood and led the way down the hall. 

Before entering the room, Kai straightened his shoulders and gathered his confidence around him like a cloak. He’d never let anyone intimidate him before—he wouldn’t let anyone now, even if the unknown person had bullets and a scope. 

Kai stopped in the doorway. 

The men in SWAT team uniforms had left and two different men waited for them inside. 
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A tall blond stood to greet them. Walking forward, he held out his hand to shake. “I’m Detective Fine and this is Detective Breaves.” He waved a hand towards the other man at the table. The dark-haired detective had a swarthy appearance but reassuring hazel eyes. “We’d like to ask you some questions.” 

“Nice to meet you,” Kai said, shaking each man’s hand in turn. It wasn’t really. He’d be much happier cuddled in bed with Jonathan than meeting with a pair of cops because someone had just shot at him. 

Detective Fine gave Jonathan an inquiring look. “And you are…?” 

“His bodyguard,” Jonathan said without hesitation. 

Detective Fine latched onto that information like a bloodhound sniffing out his quarry. 

“You felt you needed a bodyguard before this incident? I was told you had no idea what was going on.” 

Kai gave the detective his cool smile, the one he gave company owners who thought they could rewrite the contract after it was signed. “He’s self-appointed. We just met yesterday morning.” 

“And yet he’s right here after a shooting,” Detective Fine replied. 

“My assistant called him.” Kai knew it sounded strange to any outsider, but he had no doubts about Jonathan’s innocence. “He was already on his way to take me to lunch when she called. He’s not a suspect.” 

Kai knew without any further investigation that Jonathan would never shoot at him. If Jonathan had wanted him dead, he could’ve let the car hit him yesterday. 

“No offence, sir, but that’ll be for us to decide,” Detective Fine said, a frown marring his face. Deep grooves carved into his forehead attested to the fact that he often scowled. 

“You forgot the best reason I’m not a suspect,” Jonathan offered. 

“What’s that?” Detective Fine asked. 

“I wouldn’t have missed.” Jonathan’s confident tone had Kai glad his suit was buttoned to hide his erection. Strong men were an aphrodisiac to him. Kai barely resisted the urge to kiss Jonathan right there in front of the detectives. 

“Could we talk to you alone, Mr Stromwell?” Detective Fine asked. His blue eyes narrowed with shrewd intelligence, as he appeared to assess the two of them. 

Jonathan rubbed Kai’s back in support. “What do you think? I can wait right outside.” 
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Kai appreciated Jonathan checking with him first and not assuming he’d want to follow the detective’s request. He thought it over for a minute before shaking his head. “You might as well stay here. I’m going to tell you everything afterwards anyway.” 

Jonathan pulled back a chair for Kai to sit before settling down beside him. Unnerved, Kai stared at Jonathan a moment before taking a seat. In all his other relationships he’d always played the caretaker role. He didn’t quite know how to accept someone else doing the coddling. With a mental shake, he transferred his attention from worrying over potential pitfalls in a new relationship to paying attention to the cops trying to save his life. 

“I’m ready for your questions, gentlemen,” he said, wondering what kind of information they thought would solve this case. Kai wished he could point a finger at the potential murderer, but although he had suspicions, he had no proof. 

“This isn’t an interrogation,” Detective Fine reproved. “You are the victim here and we aren’t accusing you of anything. We only want to determine who might be responsible for this attack and possibly save your life if you really are the target.” 

“You don’t think I’m the one they’re trying to kill?” Kai frowned as he tried to reason out the detective’s thinking. Hope bubbled up because he’d prefer to think some other hapless soul was the real target. 

Detective Breaves shrugged, straining the seams of his suit with his large shoulders. 

“It’s too early to tell at this time. However, it is a large building—a shooter could’ve mistaken one window for another.” 

Kai nodded. “That would make the most sense. I can’t think of any reason someone would want me dead.” 

“What about yesterday morning?” Jonathan asked. 

“What about it?” Kai didn’t understand what Jonathan was talking about. “That was an accident. That SUV driver almost took out ten other people.” 

“But what if they only meant to take out you?” Jonathan’s eyes were trying to convey a message Kai didn’t understand. Surely there were easier ways to kill someone especially if you didn’t care if it looked like an accident or not. 

Jonathan quickly recounted the close call with the SUV. The detectives leaned closer as if they were now engaged in what was going on. Jonathan had a quiet magnetism that pulled at the people around him. In a calm manner, he finished stating the truth as he saw it and waited for their questions. 
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“I hate to say it, Mr Stromwell, but your friend has a point. Two incidents in a row do seem more than a little suspicious. It sounds like someone is on a deadline and needs you killed soon. Otherwise, why would they be escalating attempts so quickly?” 

Kai didn’t want to admit that the police might be right. “It doesn’t make sense.” Damn he sounded whiny. “I’m not an angel by any means, but I haven’t done anything worth being killed over.” 

“Someone disagrees. I want you to make a list of people you’ve interacted with in the past few months and another list of deals pending. There has to be a link,” Detective Fine insisted. “Your bodyguard can help you with that.” 

After goodbyes and giving Kai a card with Detective Fine’s number and an email to send the list to, the detectives left. 

As soon as the door had closed behind the detectives, it opened again and Michelle entered. “I’ve postponed your meetings for the rest of the day, and I updated your schedule to reflect the changes. I also downloaded all the pertinent documents to your laptop.” She handed over a computer bag with a tense smile. Kai couldn’t help thinking Michelle appeared more upset than Kai felt. 

“Hey, I’m fine.” 

Michelle nodded, blinking back tears. “Yeah, I know. Don’t forget to review the files for tomorrow’s meetings once you’ve had a nap.” 

Kai smiled at her bossy tone. The normalcy of her behaviour lightened his mood. 

“Thank you.” He couldn’t remember ever having had a more stressful day in his life. 

He turned to Jonathan. His comforting presence made the entire situation tolerable. “How soon can I hire you for real?” 

“I sent you an email with the paperwork. You can fill it out online then return it to Sin,” 

Jonathan said. “You should be more cautious, though. For all you know, I could’ve set this whole thing up and you’d be employing a murderer.” 

Kai knew Jonathan had a good point—after all, how much did he really know about his new friend? He shook his head to  dispel his discomfort. “I’ve made a lot of money from trusting my instincts. They tell me you only have my best interests at heart. I need a nap first, though. I don’t want to make decisions because I’m stressed. Could you hold off on being my potential murderer and take me home? I don’t think I can drive.” Kai tried to keep his voice steady, but he knew it shook at the end. 
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Stress and exhaustion beat down at him. He needed his big bed and an hour or two of darkness to rest. 

Jonathan nodded amiably. “I’ll try to curb my homicidal tendencies until later. Let’s get you home.” He held out a large hand to help Kai up. 

He gratefully accepted the assistance. Locking his knees so he didn’t tumble to the ground, it still took him a minute to gather the strength to walk out of the conference room. 

Jonathan’s supportive hold on his arm was the only thing keeping him upright. 

“Thanks.” 

“You’re welcome,” Jonathan said, his warm, deep voice soothing Kai more than anything else had that day. At least one good thing had come out of this entire debacle—

Jonathan. 

He let Jonathan keep an arm around him while they walked to the elevator. The ride down to his car was made in silence. Jonathan didn’t try to pump him for information or give him any platitudes of how things were going to be all right. Instead, his quiet presence did more to soothe Kai than a million words wrapped around him. 

“Why don’t we take my car?” Jonathan said. A gentle touch to Kai’s hip herded him towards the visitor’s parking section. 

“Okay.” It wasn’t like he could drive with his fingers shaking and his knees still trying to wobble out from beneath him. He knew it was shock making him behave so passively but he couldn’t gather enough brain cells to argue. 

Jonathan led him to a silver SUV. He must have looked really bad because Jonathan opened the passenger door, tucked him inside then buckled his seatbelt before slamming the door shut. 

Once Jonathan was settled in the driver’s seat he turned his attention back to Kai. “Is it all right if I take you to my place? I don’t know if yours is safe right now.” 

“My sister is there,” Kai argued. “If it’s not safe, she needs protection too.” 

“No, she’s at work,” Jonathan countered. “I had a tail put on her.” 

“But I haven’t done my paperwork yet,” Kai said. They’d seemed  pretty focused on turning in the right forms. He’d doubted they’d start any duties without everything filled out. 
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“I know, but I didn’t want her to go around unprotected because we didn’t have time to file papers. Your sister is important to you. I want to help you keep the people you love safe.” Jonathan’s brown eyes bored into Kai. 

“Take me home with you. I don’t want to be alone,” Kai confessed. 

Maybe it was almost losing his life twice in twenty-four hours, but Kai needed to lie in bed and just be held. He hoped Jonathan could help him. 
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Chapter Four 







Jonathan couldn’t keep his gaze from drifting to Kai. He’d almost lost him today. He could’ve called and discovered Kai dead in his own office. Who could want to kill this adorable man? For the first time since he’d left the military, Jonathan considered himself to be in a war zone. No way would he let enemy fire reach Kai if he could stop it. 

During his talk with the police, Kai had mentioned Nelson Andrews and Jeni’s old lover Deke, both of whom had possible motives. Which of the two of them would be willing to hire a hit man or possibly be skilled enough to do it themselves, he didn’t know. He doubted a soft executive would have the backbone to pick up a weapon himself and mechanics weren’t exactly snipers. More information would emerge once Patrick got back to them about the background checks. The company had put a rush on the job in order to try to narrow down who might want Kai dead. 

Worry gnawed at Jonathan. He’d have Patrick reorganise his schedule so he could watch Kai himself. It was completely against company policy, but he didn’t give a damn. No one could protect Kai like he could. They  could use someone else for Jeni unless the pair were together. He could watch them if they were in the same location. Otherwise they needed two security personnel. 

He clenched the steering wheel with the same amount of force he wished he could use on the shooter’s neck, only easing off when his right hand began to cramp. He’d find out who threatened Kai, then he’d take care of it. 

“Hey—easy, babe.” Kai’s silky voice washed Jonathan’s irritation away. 

“I’m the one who’s supposed to be calming you,” he reminded Kai. He darted a glance over at Kai. Kai’s calm gaze met his. The shocked expression he’d worn before had faded and a glint of determination now filled his eyes. 

“I’m fine. I’ve moved past shock and fear and I’m going into the time-to-kick-someone’s-ass phase,” Kai said. 

“No! You aren’t to touch anyone. That’s what I’m for. Even if we discover who’s behind this all, you let me and the police handle it. I don’t want you injured because you thought you were going to be John Wayne.” 
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“But I’ve always loved westerns,” Kai protested. 

Jonathan gritted his teeth and took several slow breaths before answering. “Shoot-outs are only fun in the movies.” 

Kai gripped his shoulder. “Military?” 

Jonathan nodded. Luckily, his town house came into view, allowing him to avoid further conversation on a topic he’d prefer to stay away from. Kai could discover Jonathan’s secrets after they had taken care of Kai’s problem. Jonathan needed to appear invulnerable to his future lover. Kai had to have confidence in his protector. Who would trust someone to keep them from harm when they still jumped at shadows and hid from nightmares? 

“Cute place,” Kai said into the sudden silence. 

“Thanks. I’ve been living here for about a year. I still have some boxes in my garage, but overall I’ve settled in.” Jonathan let out a long sigh at the change in subject. “Come on in. I’m sure I’ve got something to drink.” 

Jonathan turned off the car then got out, walked around and opened Kai’s door. 

“I could’ve done that,” Kai protested. 

“I know, honey, but just let me take care of you for a bit,” Jonathan coaxed. 

“I’m usually the one taking care of people. I’m not used to being the one taken care of,” 

Kai confessed. 

“Well, get used to it.” Jonathan couldn’t explain his compulsion to protect Kai. His friends had always teased him about his ‘hero complex’, but he’d never truly wanted to be anyone’s hero until now. 

Jonathan wrapped an arm around Kai and led him up the short flight of steps to his front door. He quickly disengaged the security system, ushered Kai inside then locked the door behind them. 

“Nice,” Kai said as he scanned the living room. 

“I’m glad you think so,” Jonathan replied. He’d painted the room in warm caramel tones. He had needed the cosiness after his bad dreams and couldn’t stand the impersonal white someone had painted it before. It had reminded him too much of the many hospitals where he’d visited his injured friends. Luckily, his landlord was ex-military and had understood. 

The couch had chocolate brown microfibre upholstery that matched the overall look of the room. After a bad dream, Jonathan often sat on the couch and watched old movies as he 
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rubbed the soft material with his fingers. The floor was covered in warm wood. Scattered pieces of blown glass added colour to the otherwise brownish room. 

“Do you do glass blowing?” Kai asked his eyes focused on a bright red glass bowl. 

Jonathan shook his head. “No. I have a friend, Chris, who’s getting his MFA in fine arts and he’s always bringing pieces over. He ran out of room in his apartment so I offered to let him keep them here. He switches them out every now and then. They don’t really belong to me—they are sort of on an ever-rotating loan.” 

He smiled as he thought of his vibrant friend. Once a month, Chris showed up on Jonathan’s doorstep with a box of glasswork and a bag of Jonathan’s favourite doughnuts. It was a system that worked for them. 

Kai frowned. “What kind of friend?” 

“The non-romantic kind,” Jonathan replied. “Chris is so relaxed I’d be forced to kill him if we were involved. I don’t want to get together with anyone I know I’d end up nagging all the time.” 

“Good.” Kai’s jealousy should’ve been a turn-off since they weren’t even in a relationship, but Jonathan had to admit he kind of liked Kai’s possessiveness. 

“Go ahead and have a seat. I’ll get you something to drink. Soda or booze?” Jonathan offered. 

“A beer if you have it,” Kai said. 

Jonathan nodded. “I think I’ve got a few bottles.” 

He headed to his fridge, pulled out two beers and a plate of cold appetisers and headed back to the living room. 

“Oh, food!” Kai’s face radiated pleasure. 

“Callum food. These are left over from a party he catered last night. These were the rejects.” 

Kai tilted his head. “He gives you his rejects?” 

“No, he leaves them in the middle fridge in his condo. It’s sort of a first come, first served deal. I had to fight Dave, Sin’s driver, for these because I love the fig prosciutto things.” 

“Middle fridge?” 

“Don’t ask.” 
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Jonathan popped off the bottle cap and handed over the beer before doing the same to his own. 

Kai examined the tray’s offerings and chose an olive stuffed with something. The noises Kai made while eating had Jonathan’s cock hardening. 

“Oh man, that’s amazing. I don’t even know what I ate, but I want a billion more of them,” he said enthusiastically. 

Jonathan laughed. “I know, right? I swear I don’t know half the stuff he pushes at me, but it’s all good.” 

Kai’s eyes sparkled as he grabbed an olive and pressed it against Jonathan’s lips. “Here, try this.” 

Jonathan opened his mouth and accepted the food inside. He licked Kai’s fingers as he accepted the olive. The combination of spicy herbs and creamy cheese had him groaning. 

“You keep that up and I’ll come just from the sound of you eating,” Kai said. 

Jonathan coughed. “Don’t say things like that when I’m chewing,” he scolded. 

“Sorry.” The curve of Kai’s mouth didn’t reflect his apology. If nothing else, he looked amused. 

“Uh-huh.” 

“No really. I should’ve waited at least until you swallowed. It’s only polite.” Butter would not only melt in Kai’s mouth, it would burn away completely in a few seconds. 

“Are we still talking about the olive?” Jonathan asked suspiciously. 

“Maybe,” Kai countered. 

Encouraged, Jonathan leant forward. Kai tilted up his chin to accept Jonathan’s kiss. 

The spice of the olives still lingered on Kai’s lips. Jonathan lapped at the oil and tang before delving into Kai’s mouth and plundering the flavour on a more intimate level. 

Kai gripped Jonathan’s shirt, yanking him closer. If Jonathan had thought the olive-eating noises were filthy, the sounds Kai made now could’ve starred as the soundtrack in their own porn video. 

Jonathan slid his hand around Kai’s back and pulled him closer while tilting his head for a better angle to plunder Kai’s sexy mouth. He might be a bit obsessed about Kai’s lips. 

With the events over the past few days, he needed to keep a close watch on Kai. What better place than wrapped around him? 
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Kai didn’t remain a passive partner. He sucked, licked and bit at Jonathan’s lips with equal ferocity. 

When Jonathan finally lifted his mouth so they could breathe, they had to pant to regain oxygen in their lungs in order to talk. 

“Wow,” Kai whispered. 

“I think we’ve established that the sexual attraction is alive and well between us,” 

Jonathan said. If it were any hotter they’d probably set off his smoke detectors. 

Kai nodded. “I think that’s a safe analysis.” 

Trying to regain his equilibrium so he didn’t come before they’d even started, Jonathan returned to his side of the couch and took a long drink of his beer. The cold flavour of hops soothed him a bit and took the edge off his passion. “I shouldn’t pounce on you. You’ve been through a rough time today.” 

Guilt nibbled away at his lust like an angry mouse. 

“Hey.” Kai poked Jonathan in the side. 

He jolted, almost spilling his beer. 

Kai’s eyes widened. “You’re ticklish.” 

Jonathan shrugged. “Maybe a little.” 

He wouldn’t admit to more. He wouldn’t. 

Kai reached out to poke again and Jonathan grabbed his hand. “If you don’t want me to retaliate, you’ll stop that now,” he warned. 

“I’m not ticklish.” Kai shrugged. 

“Not at all?” How could that even be possible? Surely everyone had at least one ticklish spot? 

Kai shook his head. “I think my sister tickled me too much as a child. She broke my tickle zone or something.” 

“You can’t break someone’s tickle zone,” Jonathan argued, amused. 

“Suit yourself, but I’m not ticklish.” Kai scowled as if Jonathan was being the odd one. 

Jonathan reached over and wiggled his fingers into Kai’s side. 

Kai looked placidly back at him without even a twitch. 

 Huh. 

“Weird.” 
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“You can take it up with my sister when you meet her. Tell her she destroyed my one chance at happiness because I can’t be tickled.” Kai nodded wisely. “It would serve her right. 

She used to tickle-torture me when we were children.” 

“I’m an only child,” Jonathan confessed. “I don’t have any childhood memories of siblings. I wanted them when I was younger, but my mother was forty-two when I was born. 

It just wasn’t in the cards.” 

Kai shrugged. “I think it can go both ways. I know people who would do anything to have been only children, and I’ve met people who love their siblings very much. I wouldn’t trade Jeni for the world, but she does annoy the fuck out of me sometimes.” Kai’s fond smile detracted from his statement. Jonathan knew Kai cared to enough to want his sister to be safe. 

“I think that’s pretty normal.” From what he’d observed with siblings most people had a love-hate relationship with their brother or sister. 

“Jonathan, please don’t take this the wrong way, but if you don’t fuck me today I will be forced to take drastic measures,” Kai warned. 

“Like what?” Jonathan asked, curious. He had to admit he’d love to see what Kai considered drastic. 

“Seduce you,” Kai said with a straight face. 

“Oh, that would be horrible.” Jonathan shook his head sadly. “I’d hate for you to resort to such tactics. That would be a terrible burden.” 

Kai nodded. “I know. I’m hoping I can persuade you to take me back to your bed and fuck me into the mattress. What do you think my odds are?” 

Vulnerability flashed in Kai’s expression and Jonathan could hear the thread of uncertainty in his banter. Jonathan slid back over, eliminating the distance between them. 

Jonathan cupped Kai’s face between his large hands, framing Kai’s masculine beauty with his fingers. He could tell Kai desperately needed to reaffirm that he was still alive. After being shot at in his own office, Kai had held together pretty well. If he needed sex to make him feel better, Jonathan wouldn’t deny him. 

Jonathan kissed him softly on the lips. “You don’t have to worry about seducing me. 

I’m yours for the taking.” 

He stood up and offered his hand. 

A luminous smile crossed Kai’s face. “Actually, I was hoping you’d do the taking.” 
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“That can be arranged. Come on. All the supplies are in the bedroom.” Jonathan tugged Kai with him down the hall. He didn’t want to delay any further. He’d make this so good for Kai that he’d never want to leave Jonathan’s side again. 

“Oh nice,” Kai said as they entered Jonathan’s bedroom. 

A large four-poster bed sat in the centre of a fairly large space with an old oak dresser and little else. 

“You are probably the tidiest bachelor I’ve ever met,” Kai said, his gaze scanning the room as if in search of a pair of dirty socks. 

Jonathan shrugged. “Part of being in the military. I’m used to putting things away. I guess I never got out of the habit.” 

Kai yawned. “Oh, I’m sorry, I guess the day is catching up with me. It’s no reflection on you.” 

The blush crossing Kai’s sculpted cheeks made Jonathan grin. Kai was truly embarrassed by his yawn. 

“It’s okay. Why don’t we just go lie down together and see where it takes us? If it leads to something more, good, and if it doesn’t, that’s all right too.” 

Kai nodded. “I’d like that. It’s been a long time since I’ve been held.” He took off his shoes, then pulled off his socks and tucked them into his loafers. He turned to face Jonathan. 

“I think you should strip off your shirt and pants too. You can leave your underwear on if you want, but I think you’d be more comfortable without all that clothing,” Jonathan coaxed. He didn’t want to push, but he couldn’t pass up the opportunity to see as much of Kai naked as possible. 

“What about you?” Kai nodded to Jonathan’s clothed body. “There are two of us still with our clothes on. I’m pretty sure after I have a little nap I’ll be more than interested in what’s beneath all that fabric.” 

Jonathan slipped off his jacket and hung it in his closet. Pulling off his tie, he placed it on the tie rack fastened inside. Next he stripped off his shirt and undershirt and put both of them in his dirty clothes hamper. He looked up to find Kai staring. 

“What?” 

“You’re gorgeous,” Kai said. 

Jonathan could feel the blush rising on his cheeks. Great—first he was ticklish and now he blushed like a schoolgirl. 
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“Why are you still dressed?” Jonathan asked. Hadn’t it been Kai’s decision to take an almost naked nap? 

“Oh right.” Kai snapped into action as if he’d been frozen and now put on fast forward. 

Clothing flew everywhere as he quickly stripped down. 

Anyone else and Jonathan would’ve snapped at the mess, but he was too distracted by the smooth skin being revealed. 

Completely smooth. 

“You wax?” 

Kai nodded. “I hope you don’t mind. Some men like it. Some don’t.” He shrugged as if he couldn’t understand the minds of people who didn’t. After seeing Kai’s smooth, hairless body, Jonathan put himself firmly in the group of people who liked the waxing. If anyone had asked him before, he would’ve denied wanting a lover to be smooth. He generally liked the brush of hair against his skin. However, Kai’s silky chest beckoned Jonathan to touch, feel and play. 

“I’ve never been with anyone who waxed,” Jonathan said. His mind stuttered over how all that smooth skin would feel against his hairier parts. Would the sensation send shivers through Kai’s body? Would Kai come from the texture of Jonathan’s bristly hair sliding across his skin? A wave of self-consciousness flashed through him as he wondered what Kai preferred in his lovers. “Do you mind that I don’t?” 

Kai licked his lips. “Not at all. I only like waxing for myself. I like to feel my lover’s furry chest across my skin. It’s part of my kink.” 

“Oh good.” Relief had Jonathan taking a deep breath because frankly, if waxing were a requirement, he might be double-thinking their whole relationship. There were parts of him he didn’t want hot wax anywhere near. 

Kai laughed, his eyes glowing with understanding. “You just had horrible visions of hot liquid and your privates, didn’t you?” 

“Absolutely,” Jonathan agreed. 

“You definitely have to find someone you trust for the job,” Kai agreed. “I’ve been going to the same person for years.” 

Jonathan slid his right palm across Kai’s chest. His hand met nothing but silky, warm skin. He cleared his throat. “She does a great job.” 

“He,” Kai corrected. 
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A fierce stab of jealousy almost choked Jonathan. “He? You let some guy touch you all over?” 

“Not all over,” Kai corrected. 

Jonathan couldn’t stop his gaze from dipping down. He couldn’t see how far the waxing went with the boxers blocking his view. 

Kai sighed. “I guess there’s no point in protecting my modesty.” 

“None at all,” Jonathan agreed. They both knew sex between them was a matter of hours, not days. 

Nodding, Kai dropped his underwear. Jonathan smiled at the neatly trimmed hair at Kai’s crotch. 

“I wax my balls and hole, but I don’t like the look of a completely naked crotch. It’s too prepubescent for me,” Kai explained his reasoning. 

“I have to agree.” He didn’t touch, no matter how much he wanted to. Kai needed comfort right now more than sex, despite the erection teasing him to taste. 

Jonathan walked over to the bed and flicked down the covers. “Climb on in. Maybe we can redeem some of this day.” 

Kai shook his head. “You still have on clothes.” 

Rolling his eyes, Jonathan removed the rest of his outfit, including his briefs, and put them in the hamper. 

“Happy now?” Jonathan held his arms away from his sides and turned slowly around so Kai could get a good view of his entire body. 

Kai quickly scrambled under the covers. “Come here.” 

Jonathan smiled and slid between the sheets. He scooted over until Kai’s body rested against his. Before he could say anything more Kai wrapped his fingers around Jonathan’s erection. “You are a good handful, aren’t you?” 

“I’ve never had any complaints,” Jonathan agreed. He gritted his teeth to hold back a moan. It unnerved him how much he desired Kai’s touch. 

Kai’s grip tightened. “I don’t want to hear about other men touching you.” 

Jonathan tilted up Kai’s chin to look into his eyes. “I’m not going to pretend I’m a virgin,” he said firmly. “But I’ll respect that while we’re in bed together.” 

Kai pressed a kiss to Jonathan’s mouth. “I accept that compromise. I’m sorry I got all possessive.” 
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“That’s all right. I don’t want to hear about other men touching your smooth skin either.” Jonathan had to admit that the thought of anyone else stroking Kai’s magically hairless body made him want to get out his gun. 

“Can I suck you?” Kai asked. 

Jonathan licked his lips. “I don’t think that’s a question you ever have to ask, Kai. You can just assume I’m going to say yes. Are you sure about this? I thought you wanted some rest.” 

“I can rest after we come,” Kai said. 

Kai slid down beneath the covers and hot wetness surrounded Jonathan’s cock. 

“Oh no, I have to see this.” No way was he going to get his first blow job from Kai and not watch those amazing lips wrapped around his cock. Lifting the bedding, he groaned. 

Kai’s dark eyes looked up at him with a desperate hunger. Jonathan almost came right then. 

“Oh fuck. I’m going to come.” 

Kai slid his fingers across Jonathan’s balls, stroking, cupping him and driving him crazy with a knowing touch. 

A scream ripped from his soul and echoed in the room as Jonathan spurted his load down Kai’s throat. 

Kai’s fingers continued to pet him even as he slid up the bed. He stroked Jonathan’s stomach, sides and, as Jonathan scooted over to cuddle him close, his back. 

“Has it been a while or am I the god of blow jobs?” Kai asked. 

Jonathan kissed Kai before answering, conveying all the pleasure he’d received into the embrace. “I think it is a combination of desperately wanting you and your amazing blow job. 

Crap, I’m supposed to be soothing you.” 

How had things spun around until Kai had taken control and been the one pleasuring Jonathan? 

Kai laughed, lighting up his face. He looked so fucking happy that Jonathan wanted him to keep that expression long as he could. “Trust me, honey—you did an excellent job making me feel better.” 

Exhaustion from another sleepless night began to drag him under. He struggled to stay awake. 

“Take a nap, my sweet.” Kai stroked Jonathan’s hair. 

“What about you?” Jonathan asked. 
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“I’m not a kid. I can wait until you wake up,” Kai continued petting Jonathan until he slipped into peaceful darkness. 
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Chapter Five 







Kai woke up from his nap wondering where the hell he was. The room didn’t look familiar at first, but the sight of the man beside him warmed his heart. Jonathan might be a hardened soldier, but he had a sweet vulnerability that Kai wished to wrap himself around and protect. His new bodyguard might be there to physically protect Kai from an unknown killer, but he had a feeling Jonathan needed gentle handling too. 

A jolt from the man beside him startled Kai. 

Jonathan shivered in the warm room before tossing about as if in the hold of a horrible dream. 

 Should I wake him? 

Kai watched for a moment, undecided. 

“No!” Jonathan shouted. 

That did it. Kai shook Jonathan’s arm. “Hey, Jonathan, wake up.” 

Bolting upright, Jonathan let out a shout. 

“Shh, shh, I’ve got you.” Kai wrapped an arm around Jonathan’s shivering body. 

“They’re dead. They’re all dead,” Jonathan whispered. Whatever dream had gripped Jonathan had yet to release its hold. 

“It’s just a dream,” Kai said. He didn’t know if it was or not, but he didn’t like the frighteningly blank expression in Jonathan’s eyes. 

Finally, when he was beginning to wonder if he should call someone, Jonathan’s eyelids fluttered and his foggy gaze sharpened onto Kai. “Hey. Sorry about that. I have nightmares sometimes,” Jonathan confessed. 

Kai thought it might have been more than just a bad dream, but he bit back his words. 

He didn’t want to embarrass Jonathan. “It’s all right. I was awake.” 

“Hey, how are you feeling?” The timbre of Jonathan’s rough voice slid through him like aural sex. Kai’s cock perked up as if trained to react to the sound of his lover. 

“Better. I’d feel even more amazing if I was here for reasons other than my safety.” 

Jonathan kissed Kai’s bare shoulder. “I’d have you here even if I didn’t need to protect you. Maybe not so quickly, but you’d be here.” 
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“I’m sure I would,” Kai agreed. He gently pushed Jonathan onto his back and pinned him to the mattress. Jonathan obviously let him, since without the bodyguard’s cooperation Kai didn’t have the muscle mass to hold him down. Kai might not have been a tiny weakling, but Jonathan’s strength far surpassed most people’s. 

“Whatever are you going to do with me now?” Jonathan asked. His sparkling eyes and relaxed body language reassured Kai that Jonathan didn’t mind him taking charge. 

Jonathan’s cock hardened between them as Kai slowly ground against him. “I’m hoping to ride you until I come. Do you have any objections to my plan?” 

He kept his tone indifferent as though he didn’t care one way or another. 

“Hmm. Decisions, decisions. Either let you screw my lights out or go back to sleep.” 

Jonathan grabbed Kai’s ass. “I guess I’ll let you have your way with me. I mean it would be a shame to let this fine ass go unfucked.” 

“Yes, it would,” Kai agreed. “Where do you keep your lube and condoms?” 

“Scoot over and I’ll get them.” Jonathan easily lifted Kai up and off him. 

Kai groaned as he tumbled onto the mattress. He didn’t like the separation even for a minute. 

“Easy, I’ll be right back,” Jonathan laughed. He rolled over and opened his top drawer. 

When he rolled back, he waved the condom and lube he held in one hand. “Okay, I’m ready now.” 

“Not yet, but you will be.” Kai snatched the condom and ripped it open. He quickly rolled it on Jonathan’s cock before snatching the lube from him. 

“I can do that,” Jonathan offered. 

“No! Mine!” Kai snapped. 

Jonathan held up his hands in surrender. “Sorry, I had no idea you now owned my cock.” 

Kai narrowed his eyes at Jonathan. He’d never been possessive a day in his life, but he couldn’t seem to prevent it when dealing with the bodyguard. “Now you know.” 

“I guess I do.” Jonathan’s blinding smile gripped his heart. 

He turned his focus to slicking up Jonathan’s cock before preparing himself. 

“Oh, that’s so hot,” Jonathan whispered. 

“I’m glad you think so.” 
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Kai went up on his knees and straddled Jonathan. He carefully lined up the tip of Jonathan’s cock before he sank down. A moan rolled up his throat as his lover filled him. 

Jonathan gripped Kai’s hips, slowing his movement. “Easy, love, I don’t want you to tear.” 

“I won’t.” Kai knew his own body. He knew what he could take and how much preparation he needed. 

“You feel so good wrapped around me.” Jonathan’s brown eyes darkened further with lust as a flush rose on his cheeks. 

Kai clenched his thighs around Jonathan’s hips and tightened his muscles. A grunt escaped his lips. 

“I can’t… Fuck.” 

With a surge of strength, Jonathan flipped them over, planting Kai on the bottom. Kai arched his back, a zing of electricity jolting up his spine. Jonathan pumped in and out of Kai as though his life depended on them both coming within the next minute. 

“Oh,” Kai groaned. The heat of their bodies merging together had Kai sweating. A trickle of moisture dripped from Jonathan’s nose and splashed onto Kai’s chest. Jonathan shifted and pushed against Kai’s prostate, making his eyes roll into the back of his head. 

“Yes.” 

Jonathan gripped Kai’s hips, tilting his ass at the perfect level. “You feel so good.” 

“I’m coming!”  Unable to hold back his orgasm, he spurted out his release. Laughter tumbled from his mouth. Never had he felt this good. 

Jonathan’s groan followed quickly after. Kai sighed when his lover pulled out in a slow, careful movement. Kai lowered his legs with a gasp. 

“You okay?” Jonathan asked. He tied off the condom and dropped it in a wastebasket by the bed. 

Before Kai could respond, Jonathan began rubbing Kai’s legs in deep massaging motions. 

“Oh, that’s nice,” Kai sighed. 

“Sorry about being so rough,” Jonathan apologised. 

“Don’t be. I enjoyed it, but I’m not as bendy as I used to be,” Kai confessed. Maybe he should take up yoga. 

Jonathan kissed him. “I think you’re just right.” 
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“Thanks. You’re not so bad either,” Kai said. 

“Let’s go take a shower and I’ll check in with the office.” 

“Sounds good,” Kai agreed. 



* * * * 



Kai scanned the stack of paperwork before him. Sinclair Alverston sat across from him on the other side of the table. 

“You’ve requested Jonathan as your bodyguard?” he asked. 

“Yes.” He wouldn’t back down on that. 

“You don’t want him watching your sister?” Sinclair asked. His piercing gaze dissected Kai as if trying to see into the depths of his soul. Kai didn’t let it shake him. He’d dealt with powerful businessmen for the past twenty years. It took more than one hard stare to undermine him. 

“I need Jonathan with me. I don’t trust anyone else to watch my back. I love Jeni, but so far her life hasn’t been endangered. If Jonathan is right, I’ve been attacked twice.” He still couldn’t figure out why, but he didn’t need to know the reason in order to demand that Jonathan protect him. 

Sinclair frowned. “You don’t think he’s right?” 

“I’m hoping he’s not,” Kai replied. “I can’t think of any reason someone would try to kill me.” 

“Yet, you’re signing up for protection,” Sinclair said. 

Kai nodded. “I might be hoping no one is after me, but I’m not stupid enough to ignore a bullet shot through my window.” 

“I’m sorry to become personal, but are you and Jonathan lovers?” 

Kai tapped his pen against the table. “Yes. Is that a problem?” 

“Actually, it is. We don’t approve of employees and customers fraternising—it sets up a bad power dynamic if an employee is worried about being fired because he won’t have sex. 

I’ll have to reject your request for protection.” 

A cold chill ran through him. “You aren’t going to let Jonathan protect me?” 

“That’s up to Jonathan. I believe he has several weeks of vacation available that he might want to take at this time. What he does in his private life is not my business. I’ve never 
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objected to people watching over anyone special to them. The company will also personally support him if he needs help.” 

Kai set down the pen. “So you’re saying…you won’t let me hire him, but you will let him watch me as long as he takes personal leave.” 

Sinclair nodded. “Yes. It’s a matter of semantics, I know, but this way we’re responsible for his pay instead of you. It’s a fine but important distinction.” 

“What about my sister?” 

“Is he involved with her too?” 

“No!” Kai snapped. “Of course not.” 

“Then you can sign the contract for services for her.” Sinclair leant back in his chair and waited for Kai’s response. 

Kai pulled the contract towards him. The door opened and Jonathan walked through. 

He glanced back and forth between the men. “Is everything all right?” 

“Mr Alverston won’t let me hire you,” Kai said carefully, not meeting Jonathan’s eyes. 

Jonathan placed his hands on Kai’s shoulders, silently offering his support. “I’d like to request time off.” 

“Granted,” Sinclair said. He slid a piece of paper across to Jonathan. “Here’s your vacation form.” 

Jonathan laughed. “Always one step ahead of me as usual, sir.” 

Kai relaxed. If Jonathan wasn’t upset about using his personal leave to protect Kai, he wouldn’t make an issue of it. He finished up his paperwork and slid it back across the table to Sinclair. “Here you go.” 

Sinclair examined the paperwork before signing his name. “I’m sure Jonathan told you we already sent someone to watch your sister. So far we haven’t seen any sign of her ex-boyfriend. In fact, no one has seen him for a few days now. He’s disappeared from work and he’s not at his apartment.” 

“I also would like you to investigate a member of the board,” Kai requested. He handed over all the information he had on Nelson Andrews and the company that had raised alarm bells. “Please let me know if you find anything strange in his finances or if he has any connection with Philips other than the deal they are trying to broker.” 

“We’ll get right on it,” Sinclair assured him. 

“Thank you.” Kai shook hands with Sinclair. 
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Jonathan finished filling out his form and handed it back over. 

Sinclair examined it for a minute before setting it on his desk. “I assume you want to start your vacation today?” 

“Yes,” Jonathan agreed. 

“Keep us updated on what’s going on with Kai’s security and let us know if you need back-up.” 

“I will,” Jonathan assured him. 

“Good.” 

Sinclair stood and shook both their hands. Jonathan’s hand slid protectively to Kai’s lower back as he led him out of the office. 

Kai’s phone rang. He saw his sister’s name flash on the screen. 

“Hey, Jeni. How’s it going?” 

“Kai, where are you? Why is there a guy installing a security system at my office and a hot bodyguard following me around?” Jeni asked. 

“Because you might be in danger. You said you thought Deke was following you. If the police can’t help you, I’m going to do what I can.” Kai didn’t know why she thought it strange. “Didn’t they tell you?” 

Maybe he should’ve called her, but he’d had other things on his mind—like being shot at, and Jonathan. 

“He said you would explain. I know I came to you to get away from Deke, but don’t you think you’re overreacting?” Jeni demanded. 

“Not since someone tried to kill me twice,” Kai snapped. His nerves were scraped raw and he resented having to explain himself even if Jeni had legitimate concerns. 

“What?” she screeched. 

Kai held the phone away from his ear. No one’s voice should be able to reach that high a note, even a female’s. 

When she was done ranting Kai told her what had happened. 

“Forget about me,  you need a bodyguard,” Jeni said. 

“I have one. Sort of.” Kai didn’t know if Jonathan was officially his bodyguard. 

Jonathan had edged into more of a boyfriend watching his back since he wouldn’t accept money. 

“What do you mean, sort of?” Jen asked. 
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“I’ll explain it to you later. Are you at my place?” 

“No, I’m at work. I have that museum auction event tonight,” she replied. 

“Oh right. I’ll see you tomorrow then.” With everything going on, Kai had completely forgotten about Jeni’s party. He hoped it went well. “Good luck.” 

“Thanks. I’ll call you if anything happens. You call me if someone tries to kill you again.” She tried to sound casual, but Kai hear the fear in her voice. 

“Will do.” Kai hung up. He hoped he didn’t have any more news for her. He wanted the rest of his night to be filled with Jonathan showing him the time of his life. 

“Sort of a bodyguard. I’ll have you know I’m highly trained to guard your body,” 

Jonathan teased. 

“But right now you’re my man instead of my bodyguard. After all, I’m not paying you.” Kai smiled at his lover. 

Jonathan pulled Kai close and kissed him on the forehead. “As much as I enjoy being close to you, we can’t forget there’s a real danger. Someone is trying to kill you.” 

“I know,” Kai replied, sobering at the thought. 

“What I don’t understand is why Deke would try to kill you. What’s his motivation?” 

“My sister will inherit a lot of money if I die,” Kai replied. 

“But he isn’t with her anymore,” Jonathan countered. “What could he gain?” 

“That’s a good question.” Kai didn’t have the answer to that. 



* * * * 



While Kai reviewed his papers, Jonathan sat on his couch reading an adventure novel. 

It had been a week since anything had happened and if Kai didn’t have any other threats occur soon, Jonathan would have to stop guarding his lover and go back to work. 

Jeni had seen Deke a few days ago. Unfortunately, Sinclair’s team hadn’t been able to find him where Jeni had indicated. Jonathan thought she didn’t appear too nervous about her ex-boyfriend, but she enjoyed the attention of having her own bodyguard. She even told Jonathan it gave her a certain cache with her clients. 

A knock at Kai’s office door had Jonathan setting down his book to answer it. Kai saw him check his weapon. Opening the door revealed Detective Fine on the other side. 
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“Good afternoon, gentlemen. Mr Stromwell’s secretary wasn’t at her desk,” he explained as Jonathan let him in. 

“She took the afternoon off for personal reasons,” Kai explained. 

Michelle had told Kai in Jonathan’s presence that she had a sick aunt she had to go visit. 

Jonathan had thought it sounded like an excuse to get out of work, but Kai had told him she had a great-aunt with dementia in a nursing home close by. Jonathan still planned to check her out. 

So far Sinclair’s investigation had turned up that Nelson Andrews had a few gambling debts, and that Mark Philips’ father owned the casino they were owed to. Andrews had been ousted as a board member. Jonathan had seen the expression on Andrews’ face when Kai had fired him—resignation. Andrews wasn’t the killer or even the type to hire a killer. Right now, Patrick was scouring the databases to get anything on Deke, but so far—nothing. 

“Afternoon, Detective. Do you have any new information for me?” Kai asked. 

“What can you tell me about Deke Ford?” Detective Fine asked, brushing off politeness. 

“I told you everything I know,” Kai replied. 

Jonathan smiled at Kai’s confidence. His lover had no hesitation in standing his ground. 

He wouldn’t be intimidated by anyone. A jolt of pride slid through him while he watched his man. 

“I know you had him investigated. Did you learn anything more? All I could find was he didn’t have a criminal record.” 

Kai motioned for the detective to sit down and retook his seat. “He was my sister’s boyfriend. According to Jeni, when she broke up with him he turned kind of stalkerish. From what she’s said, he doesn’t strike me as being overly bright.” Kai frowned. “Why?” 

Jonathan wondered that too. When they had mentioned Deke before, the cops had brushed him away as if they had been making things up. 

“He’s dead,” Fine said. “It’s more important than ever that we learn about his past. Let me know if you pick up any useful information.” 

“Dead?” A cold chill went through Jonathan. Someone had killed Deke? It couldn’t be a coincidence. Kai could be next. “What happened?” 

“When was the last time your sister said she saw Mr Ford?” Fine asked, not answering Kai’s question. Jonathan didn’t like the detective’s tone. 
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Kai paused a moment before answering. “Jeni told me she thought she saw him last week. I never witnessed it.” 

“It might be because it never happened. The coroner said he’s been dead for at least a week and a half.” 

“Jeni claimed she saw him a couple of days ago,” Jonathan said. Kai had begun to split his time between his place and Jonathan’s. When they’d gone to Kai’s home a few days ago, Jeni had said she’d thought Deke had been at her work. She’d caught a glimpse of him, but her bodyguard hadn’t found him when he’d given chase. 

“Do you think she mistook someone else for him?” Kai asked. 

None of this made any sense. 

“I think she killed him,” Detective Fine stated baldly. 

“She didn’t kill anyone!” Kai snarled. “My sister isn’t a killer.” 

Jonathan waited to find out where the detective had got that impression. Fine didn’t appear to be the type of person who jumped to wild conclusions about anything. 

“Her fingerprints are all over his place,” Fine argued. 

“They were dating. I’m not surprised she went to his place,” Kai said snidely. 

“She has massive credit card debt and her creditors are clamouring for cash. I called around, and although her business is growing, her personal life is a mess. You say she’s living with you now?” 

Kai nodded. 

“Any signs of drug use?” 

“Of course not, I wouldn’t tolerate  that kind of behaviour,” Kai said indignantly. He didn’t mention that he’d pretty much vacated his condo and stayed at Jonathan’s place most of the time. Kai had told him more than once that he hated going to sleep without Jonathan. 

In a short amount of time, he’d learnt that he really did like snuggling. 

“There are ways to consume drugs and never leave traces. She could shoot up between her toes. She could inhale the powder. Has she had any mood swings or done anything out of the ordinary?” 

“She’s female. Aren’t they all moody?” Kai asked. 

“Not all of them.” Fine smiled. Jonathan suspected that the detective didn’t find whichever female warmed his bed to be temperamental. 
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“I’ve never seen any sign of drug use. She’s always been a bit high-strung, as my mother would say. But I’ve never known her to be on anything. If she’s hiding it, she’s doing a good job.” 

Jonathan watched Kai try to find the words to explain his sister and her erratic behaviour. Jonathan had only met her a few times, but from what Kai had told him, she had a selfish streak as big as the sky. Of course, Kai didn’t see it that way, but Jonathan had worked with that type of person before. She enjoyed the drama of the situation. If she actually had a stalker Jonathan would be surprised. The bodyguard watching her had the same opinion. However, to go from selfish bitch to killer was a larger mental step than Jonathan wanted to take. 

“Deke was shot in the head,” Fine said. 

“That doesn’t mean she did it. I don’t think she even owns a gun,” Kai protested. 

Fine pulled out a notebook from his inner pocket and Jonathan suddenly wondered if he’d been transported into a bad police detective show. 

“According to the people at Ted’s Gun Range, she shows up every Saturday morning for shooting.” Fine gave Kai an apologetic smile as if he hated to break the news to him. 

“That doesn’t make her a killer,” Jonathan pointed out, concerned over Kai’s sudden pallor. “A lot of people enjoy going to the gun range or own weapons for their own protection. It doesn’t make them killers.” 

Fine continued as though Jonathan hadn’t spoken. “I think there’s a good chance the bullet that broke your window was fired by your sister.” 

Kai trembled. Worried his lover was going to pass out, Jonathan walked over to Kai’s chair and placed a hand on the back of Kai’s neck. 

“Easy, love.” Jonathan rubbed Kai’s skin in slow, soothing motions. How could she do that to Kai? He took such good care of her. “We’ll get you through this. I’m sure the detective has people looking for your sister.” 

“Actually, we don’t.” Fine cleared his throat. 

“What?” Kai narrowed his eyes at the detective. “If you’re so certain she’s guilty, why hasn’t she been arrested or something? If what you’ve told me is true, she’s trying to kill me.” 

Jonathan silently agreed. If the detective truly thought that Jeni had arranged to try to kill Kai, Jonathan would’ve thought the detective would have her thrown in jail. 
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“At this point all I have is a theory. We can’t arrest someone just because I think she’s dangerous. I got a search warrant for her house, but they didn’t find anything. She didn’t even have any weapons there. Wherever she’s hiding her guns, it isn’t at her house.” 

“Maybe because she doesn’t own any,” Kai insisted. 

Fine shrugged. “At this point I don’t have strong enough proof, at least not enough to convince a judge to give me a search warrant for her business.” 

“So Kai is a sitting duck then.” Jonathan didn’t try to hide his disapproval. If they really thought Kai’s life was in danger, they should take stronger actions. 

Fine rallied quickly, but his eyes gave away his dislike of Jonathan’s words. “We’re doing what we can. I suggest, Mr Stromwell, that you keep Mr Stevens close. He might be the only thing stopping her from killing you. From what I’ve seen, she doesn’t want any witnesses because she needs your money,” the detective concluded. 

Jonathan didn’t know what to say to Kai. The detective certainly had a lot of unfounded accusations and only circumstantial facts. He squeezed Kai’s shoulder. “Hey, we’ll get through this. I won’t let her near you until I’m sure she’s innocent.” 

Kai didn’t speak. He sat staring blindly. 

“Look at me,” Jonathan demanded. 

Kai shook his head. 

“Now.” Jonathan’s hard voice didn’t invite denial. 

He glanced up. 

“This isn’t your fault. Nothing you did caused this,” Jonathan insisted. 

Kai took a long slow breath. “She’s always come to me if she had problems. Why wouldn’t she come to me? I guess I’m not as good a brother as I always thought.” 

“It’s not you,” Jonathan assured him. “I’m not completely positive she’s the one trying to kill you either.” 

Jonathan’s gut didn’t agree with the detective’s conclusion. He couldn’t help thinking they were missing something. Fine’s facts appeared circumstantial to Jonathan and certainly not enough to summarily decide Jeni’s guilt without additional evidence. 

Kai set his chin on the heel of his hand, propping his elbow on the table. “If it isn’t Jeni who’s trying to kill me, then who is?” 

“I don’t know, babe”—Jonathan wrapped an arm around Kai’s shoulders and squeezed him tight—“but I won’t leave you alone until we find out what really happened.” 
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The sound of someone clearing his throat snapped them back to reality. Kai separated himself from Jonathan then faced the detective. “I hope you’re wrong about this, Detective.” 

“Me too,” Fine stated. “But if I’m wrong then you’ve got someone else stalking you. If the boyfriend’s been dead for over a week, he’s not your attempted murderer.” 

“They don’t send you often to give out bad news, do they?” Kai asked. 

Fine shook his head. “I’m not good with people. I do better with facts.” 

“I, for one, appreciate you looking at the facts and telling me the truth. I don’t think there is any way to sugar-coat ‘your sister wants you dead’, so I appreciate you just telling me straight out,” Kai stated. 

The detective’s expression went from cautious to pleased, as if no one had ever taken the time to compliment him before. Maybe they hadn’t. Most people probably didn’t thank the bearer of bad news, no matter how gracefully conveyed. 

“I’d best be going.” If he hadn’t been watching the detective carefully, Jonathan wouldn’t have seen it—the long, admiring glance Detective Fine gave Kai. 

Jonathan stepped between them so he broke that line of vision. He held out his hand. 

“Thank you for your help, Detective. Please keep us informed.” 

“I’ll keep an eye on him,” Jonathan vowed. 

“You do that, Mr Stevens. Let me know if there is anything else your people come up with. We’ve worked together before and they do good work. Give Patrick and Sin my regards,” Detective Fine said, heading for the door. 

“Goodbye, Detective. Let me know if you get any other leads.” Jonathan could see Kai didn’t believe in his sister’s guilt. It would likely require an entire worldview shift for him to think that Jeni had plotted his death in order to get money. 

They watched the detective leave. Jonathan gripped his shoulder. “We’ll keep an eye out for him.” 

“Thanks,” Kai said. “I don’t know what I would do without you. Jeni is the last person I would suspect of trying to kill me.” 

Jonathan continued, “Now, I’m not saying your sister is guilty of anything, but just to be safe we should get your locks rekeyed and get her security pass to the building pulled. 

Now that she’s back in her own home, she doesn’t really need it.” 

After they’d enhanced her security system and assigned her a bodyguard, she’d returned to her place, because, as she’d said, ‘ All my shit is there’.  
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After a long pause, Kai nodded. 

“Consider it done.” Jonathan pulled out his phone and began making calls. After he had finished, Kai stood and approached him. 

“Remember, we’re not completely certain it is her,” Kai cautioned. He straightened his tie and stared down at his shoes. He didn’t meet Jonathan’s eyes. Jonathan knew Kai clung to the hope that his sister didn’t want him dead. 

“You should be all set when you return home later,” Jonathan assured him. 

“Thanks.” Kai’s smile lacked its usual vibrancy. The tinges of sadness yanked at Jonathan’s heart. 

“Anytime. I…” Jonathan cleared his throat. “Anytime. I know how hard it was to hear that about your sister.” 

“I don’t believe it,” Kai said. “Maybe it’s sheer stubbornness on my part, but I can’t believe she would try to kill me. Not to mention, why would she go from a pacifist to a person who was willing to kill me for money?” 

Jonathan put his hands on Kai’s shoulders. “Maybe Detective Fine is wrong. I can ask Patrick to investigate deeper if you’d like.” 

Kai nodded. “Yes, please. I really want to be sure. Cops look for people to be guilty. If he can fit the facts to match the case he’s trying to build, he might not look deeper.” 

“Then we’ll double-check everything Fine concluded. Patrick is really discreet. He can look into stuff and discover if he comes to the same answer the detective did.” 

“Do you think he’s wrong?” Kai asked. 

It hurt to see the hope in Kai’s eyes. Jonathan didn’t want to crush his lover’s spirit. 

“I don’t know. I barely know your sister. What you’ve told me of your childhood doesn’t have me jumping to the conclusion she’s a secret psycho,” Jonathan said. 

Kai laughed at Jonathan’s phrasing. “Thanks. I didn’t think so either. I’d appreciate it if you’d ask your boss. I’d be happy to pay him for his time.” 

“I’ll tell him,” Jonathan promised. He hoped the update by the police would buy him some more time off. He didn’t want Sin and Patrick thinking he was taking advantage of their generosity in order to spend his days with his lover. 

“Good. I can take these contracts with me. Let’s get out of here. Can I go to your place while they are taking care of mine? Or are you tired of me by now?” 
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Jonathan wrapped his arms around Kai and gave him a quick kiss. He didn’t want them to be caught smooching in Kai’s office. “I’m always happy to have you with me.” 

“Good. I’m always happy to be with you.” The sincerity in his lover’s eyes made Jonathan smile. 
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Chapter Six 







They left the building and Kai climbed into Jonathan’s vehicle to go home. Luckily they’d arrived together so they didn’t have an extra car to deal with. Kai noticed Jonathan’s eyes on the mirrors as he swerved in and out of traffic. 

“Is someone following us?” Kai asked. Nerves swirled through his stomach. 

“Maybe. A white Volvo has been behind us for the past five minutes. Since we’re on the freeway, it could just be we’re travelling the same way.” Jonathan didn’t sound concerned. 

His voice, warm and steady, kept Kai from a complete panic attack. 

“Keep an eye on it for me,” Jonathan muttered as he switched lanes. 

Kai kept his gaze glued to the mirror. When Jonathan moved, the Volvo scooted across traffic to follow him. Jonathan changed lanes again. So did the Volvo. 

“I think it’s following us. They change lanes whenever we do,” Kai muttered. 

“I’m going to take the next exit,” Jonathan said. “I doubt they’re going to fire at us in the middle of the freeway. This isn’t an action movie.” 

“But what if they try to shoot us when we get to a quieter spot?” Kai didn’t want to end up killed on a dead-end street. 

“Do you trust me?” Jonathan asked. 

Kai gripped the armrest until his fingers turned white. “Yes. I trust you.” 

“Good.” Jonathan swerved unexpectedly off the freeway. A car honked behind them, the sound, loud and brash, mingling with the screech of tyres. 

The white car exited the freeway too. 

“Yep, they are definitely following,” Kai confirmed. No way would they slide across two lanes to stay behind Jonathan if they weren’t stalking them. 

Kai tried to make out the driver, but the sun’s reflection prevented him from seeing whether it was a man or a woman driving. 

Jonathan pressed a button on his console. 

“Hey, Jonathan, what can I do for you?” a friendly female voice said over the loudspeaker. 
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“Hey, Susan, I’ve got a tail following me down Striker Street. I’m heading to Vine,” 

Jonathan replied. 

“Gotcha, I’ve got two cars ten minutes out. I’ve locked onto your GPS. Expect company soon,” she said. 

“Great. Thank you.” Jonathan pressed the button again to break the connection. 

Some of Kai’s tension dissipated. Not that he hadn’t trusted Jonathan, but it was nice to know help was on the way. 

“I do believe in you, Jon. I know you’ll get us out of this.” Kai needed his lover to know he had Kai’s confidence. 

“I will,” Jonathan replied. 

One way or another they would escape their stalker. Kai prayed it wouldn’t turn out to be his sister. 

After what felt like an endless race through narrow alleys and questionable parts of town, Jonathan drove into a warehouse and pulled the vehicle to a sliding stop. 

“What’s going on? Why are you stopping?” Kai asked. 

“I’m waiting.” 

After a few minutes, during which Kai reminded himself three times that he trusted Jonathan, two black SUVs slid smoothly into the warehouse. They parked on either side of Jonathan. No one got out. 

“Who are these people?” Kai glanced back and forth, but he couldn’t make out the drivers what with the dimly lit building and the tinted glass windows. 

“Co-workers,” Jonathan replied. 

The white Volvo pealed into the warehouse with a screech of tyres. Spotting the trio of vehicles, the driver tried to reverse, but an SUV drove in behind the car and blocked its exit. 

All the SUV doors opened and streams of men in black gear slid out with military precision. In seconds they’d surrounded the car, weapons drawn. 

Kai bit his bottom lip as  he took in the scene. “They won’t just shoot, will they?” 

Anxiety trembled along his words. 

“No, not if they can help it. But if she comes out shooting, they will kill her.” Jonathan didn’t leave any doubt in his words. 

Kai couldn’t breathe as he watched the armed men approach the car. 

www.total-e-bound.com 



TEASING JONATHAN                                                          Amber Kell 72 

He recognised Sin, who reached for the door handle while Patrick protected him with a pistol. Sin yanked open the door then pulled out the driver. 

Kai’s mouth dropped open. “That’s not Jeni.” 

“No, it’s not,” Jonathan agreed. 

A tall thin man with stringy brown hair struggled in Sin’s grip. Patrick grabbed the man’s other arm. Together they stuffed him inside the closest SUV. Kai watched as they removed a few black cases from the trunk. 

“Looks like we might have caught our shooter,” Jonathan mused. 

“What do we do now?” Kai asked. 

“We follow and find out what the hell is going on. I think there’s a lot more happening here than we know.” Jonathan frowned at the scene. 

“Do you think Jeni has another boyfriend?” Kai asked. 

“I suppose it’s possible. Let’s not guess. We’ll wait until we have a chance to talk to the suspect,” Jonathan said. 

“What do we suspect him of, bad driving?” 

“We need to find out what he was doing following us and who paid him.” 

“I wonder if it was Jeni.” Kai could almost feel his heart breaking 



* * * * 



The guy, thin and defiant, sat at the conference table refusing to talk. Sin, Patrick, Kai and Jonathan watched him through their one-way mirror. 

“He won’t say anything,” Sin said. “I thought about beating it out of him, but Patrick said I couldn’t.” 

Jonathan eyed his boss in astonishment. “I thought Callum had mellowed you?” 

Sin raised an eyebrow. “He did. I didn’t stab the fucker.” 

“That  is an improvement,” Jonathan agreed. 

“I thought so.” 

Jonathan laughed over Sin’s smug smile. 

“Can I go talk to him?” Kai asked. He stepped close to the window to stare at the prisoner. 

Jonathan turned back to Patrick. “Is he secure?” 
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“Yep. He can’t hurt anyone. Go ahead and let him try. We don’t want to ruin Sin’s new perfect record of not killing,” Patrick said. 

Sin snorted and settled back in his chair. 

“Come on. I’ll take you in.” He didn’t care if the guy was prevented from hurting anyone by handcuffs, he didn’t trust anyone alone in a room with Kai. 

Kai quietly followed. “It can’t be my sister. How would she know how to hire a hit man?” 

Jonathan squeezed Kai’s shoulder in sympathy. “We’ll figure it out.” 

“I hope so.” Despair bled through his words. 

Jonathan opened the door for Kai. 

Kai walked through as if he had no hesitation in talking to a potential killer. 

The suspect didn’t bother looking up when they entered. Kai sat in the chair opposite him. “Who hired you to follow me?” he asked. 

Kai’s quiet, calm manner surprised Jonathan. This was probably how he ran board meetings and got stubborn people to do what he wanted. Jonathan hoped he never had to face Kai in business-mode. He was fucking scary. 

The suspect shrugged. “I made the connection online. Some chick wanted her brother killed. She’d give me ten thousand dollars if I whacked him.” 

Jonathan frowned. The guy’s words sounded rehearsed, as though someone told him to say that exact phrasing. “Did you get a name?” 

“No. No names.” 

Jonathan wrapped a hand around the guy’s throat. Leaning down, he whispered in his ear. “If you try to hurt him again, I will hunt you down and put a bullet through your head. 

There is nowhere you can hide from me. Do we understand each other? We found the rifle in your trunk and we’re keeping it. If I find out you shot at Kai again, I’ll return your bullets the hard way. Understand?” 

The man’s throat moved convulsively beneath Jonathan’s hand. He nodded as quickly as Jonathan’s tight hold allowed. 

“Good. Now I’m going to go talk to my bosses. I’ll be right back.” Jonathan nodded for Kai to follow him. He was more than a little surprised when he did. 

As soon as the door closed behind them, Kai started with the questions. 

“What do we do now?” 
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Jonathan didn’t answer until he had led Kai back to Sin and Patrick. “Let him go?” 

Sin nodded. “I’ll have Gary follow him.” 

“Do you think he’s experienced enough?” Gary had only worked there a few weeks and Jonathan didn’t know him all that well. 

“He’ll be fine,” Patrick interjected. “He used to work as a detective for the San Diego police department. I’m pretty sure he can follow one guy who’s not that professional.” 

“Okay.” Something niggled at the back of Jonathan’s mind. “I just keep thinking this guy is the bait and we just took it.” 

“I agree,” Sin said. “This entire thing is strange. I mean, if we were taking everything at face value we’d be hunting down Jeni, but it’s all almost too perfect.” 

“Set-up,” Jonathan snapped. “That’s what’s wrong. It smacks of a set-up.” 

Sin and Patrick nodded. No surprise showed on their faces, as if they’d reached the same conclusion a while ago and were waiting for the slow guy to catch up. Which was probably why they owned the company and Jonathan was just now figuring things out. 

“Who would do that?” Kai asked. 

“That we don’t know,” Patrick confessed. “Someone close to you who knows how to drive a wedge between the two of you. Anyone who holds a grudge who might want to get back at you and your sister?” 

Kai thought for a moment. “I don’t know.” 

“Any other relatives or people who want to hurt you?” Jonathan asked. “This feels personal. If it were business, they would just go after your business prospects.” 

“I honestly can’t think of anyone.” Kai’s baffled expression showed that he really had no idea. “We’re all each other has left.” 

Jonathan stepped closer, cupped the back of Kai’s head then pressed a soft kiss on his forehead. “We’ll get this figured out, I promise.” 

Kai sighed. “God, I hope so.” 

“Let’s release the idiot and see where he goes. I need to get home in time for dinner. 

You  do not let a chef’s dinner get cold,” Sin grumbled. 

Jonathan waited until Sin left the room before he laughed. “Damn, Callum has a leash around his balls, doesn’t he?” 

Patrick nodded. “But he’s disgustingly happy so it must be worth it.” 

Jonathan agreed. 
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Everyone had different needs in a relationship. As long as Sin and Callum were happy, he wasn’t going to be too critical. 

Kai slid a hand across Jonathan’s back, settling at the base of his spine. “Let’s go home. I need to do some thinking about who might be trying to kill me.” 

Jonathan nodded. “Sounds good.” 

Words formed and left his mouth, but his mind flashed to images of Kai spread naked across the back of his couch and prepared for Jonathan. He bit back a groan. No getting a hard-on with his boss in the room. 

“I’ll see you two later.” The amused glint in Patrick’s eyes told Jonathan his boss had an idea what was going through his head. Patrick turned to Kai. “Call us if you think of anything that might help.” 

“Will do.” Kai shook hands with Patrick. 

Jonathan opened the door and, after making sure the coast was clear, he led Kai back to where he’d parked the car. 

Fifteen minutes later, they were entering Jonathan’s town house.  Jonathan barely remembered to lock the door before he slammed Kai against it. Their kisses went from soft and sensual to flaming hot. 

“Gotta have you,” Kai muttered. He quickly unzipped their pants and wrapped a long-fingered hand around both their erections, squeezing them together. Jonathan whimpered. 

His toes damn near curled from the passion in Kai’s eyes. 

He’d never met anyone who craved him as much as Kai did, and not only for sex. He was always touching Jonathan, and his eyes always went to him when he was in the room. 

That sort of heady attention could drive a guy to want to keep someone. 

“Bed,” Jonathan gasped. “I don’t want to come until you’re inside me.” 

Kai pumped their cocks slowly one more time before letting go. “I need you.” His voice, low and needy, settled in Jonathan’s balls. Damn, he really liked this guy. He hoped it lasted past the ‘someone is  trying to kill me’ stage. Relationships started under powerful circumstances didn’t always survive. 

Jonathan desperately wanted this to last. 

“Let’s go to the bedroom. My bed is way more comfortable than the wall,” Jonathan said, taking a step back then another step as Kai followed. Without warning, Jonathan spun around and ran. 
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Laughing, Kai followed. 

Jonathan couldn’t remember the last time he’d laughed with a lover. Kai brought out a lighter side of him he had thought abandoned a long time ago—about the time his parents had kicked him out for being gay and unwilling to go through conversion therapy. 

“Hey, none of that.” Kai’s gentle touch on his face snapped Jonathan out of his darkening thoughts. 

“Sorry. Bad flashback.” 

“Battle?” Kai asked, concern touching his face. 

“No. Childhood,” Jonathan said. “But I don’t want to talk about that.” 

He pulled Kai close again, reigniting their fire with a kiss. 

“More skin,” he muttered against Kai’s lips. 

“Yes,” Kai agreed. 

Several more kisses followed, neither man willing to let go long enough to make the necessary space to remove clothing. After several aborted attempts, Jonathan growled. 

Taking a deep breath, he stepped back from Kai. 

“Hey,” Kai reached out to pull him back. Jonathan almost gave in. 

“No,” he said firmly. “We need to get naked before any more kissing.” 

The dramatic whimper Kai gave had him laughing again. 

Kai’s shirt flew across the room followed by his shoes, pants and underwear. The boxers dangled on the bottom right post of Jonathan’s four-poster bed. 

“Nice shot.” He admired the Tabasco bottles decorating the material. “Is that supposed to mean you’re hot or that I should suck with care?” 

Kai laughed. “I’m definitely hot. Not as hot as you, but I do all right.” 

Jonathan didn’t bother arguing. They both looked for different things in a man. If he fell within Kai’s range of the ideal guy, who was he to complain? 

With Kai’s heated gaze watching his every move, Jonathan stripped down to nothing. 

Kai smiled. “Very nice. Grab the lube and condoms. As soon as we start I’m not going to want to stop for anything.” 

Wholeheartedly agreeing with that idea, Jonathan quickly removed the requested items from his side table. “If this continues, I’d like us both to get tested and go bare,” Jonathan said. He bit his lip as he waited for his lover’s response. Had he pushed too soon? He knew his heart had hopelessly given itself over to Kai, but would Kai desire the same things for a 
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relationship or think Jonathan too clingy and dump him after his enemies had been weeded out? 

Kai’s intense stare had him shuffling his feet. He felt like a young, inexperienced boy again, not a feeling he appreciated. He flushed beneath Kai’s examination. 

“Are you ready for that kind of commitment?” 

“I know I’m not gonna cheat. If it doesn’t work out then we break up and use condoms with our next partner.” Jonathan addressed Kai’s concerns seriously. “I don’t want to pressure you, though.” 

Kai’s smile swept away Jonathan’s anxiety. “I’d like that.” 

Jonathan hoped to stay with Kai for a long time, but only time would tell. Kai had probably gone through more relationships than Jonathan could even dream of and would better know the ebb and flow of two men finding their path together. Jonathan, however, struggled with trying to find the right time to tell Kai that he belonged to him now and that he’d never let him go. 

 Wait… 

 Relationships. 

“Kai?” 

“Yes?” 

“Do you have any particularly angry exes?” 

Kai froze. His grip around Jonathan’s waist tightened. “Oh, damn.” 

“You think of someone?” 

Kai sighed, a sound he must’ve dredged from the bottom of his soul to add that many layers of frustration. “About two years ago I dated a guy who I thought would be the one.” 

Jonathan bit his lip to hold back the words denying that anyone  but him could be perfect for Kai. “What happened?” 

“I found out six months into it that he was only dating me for my money. When he realised all of it would go to Jeni and charity when I died, he started asking for stuff like I was a bank he was going to just withdraw from.” 

“Asshole,” Jonathan growled. 

“Yeah. I broke up with him when I realised what he presented to me was just a front. I had introduced him to Jeni and he treated her like crap when I wasn’t around. When she finally got around to telling me about it, I lost my temper and threw him out. I told him I 
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didn’t ever want to see him again. He said I’d be sorry.” Kai ran a hand through his hair. “I didn’t think he meant it. I mean, he was kind of all talk, you know?” 

“What happened to him?” Jonathan asked. Maybe this would be easier to solve than he’d thought. 

“I heard he’d died but if that’s true he couldn’t be after me.” 

“How did he die?” Jonathan asked. 

“Suicide. The last guy he duped cut his face and he lost his prettiness. I heard he couldn’t take it anymore and hung himself.” Kai blinked back tears. “He wasn’t a bad guy, he was just afraid to be poor. I wanted our relationship to be based on affection, not on me playing provider.” 

Jonathan squeezed Kai’s knee. “I know you wouldn’t have done anything to hurt someone on purpose. Don’t blame yourself.” 

“I don’t, but do you think someone else might? He did have a brother,” Kai offered. 

“That’s definitely something Patrick should know,” Jonathan agreed. Leaning down he snatched his pants off the floor and retrieved his phone. He dialled Patrick then after a short conversation handed the phone over to Kai to fill in the details. 

Kai hung up. “Patrick said he’d look into it and get back to us.” 

“Good.” He knew his boss would jump on the lead in this case. 
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Chapter Seven 







Jonathan kissed Kai, pulling a moan from him that he’d buried in his soul. Kai didn’t care what people thought of him dating someone so much younger—he’d never willingly give Jonathan up. His cock, which had faltered during their talk, hardened again beneath Jonathan’s attention. 

The wet heat of Jonathan’s mouth against his chest snapped his attention back to the matter at hand. A bite to his left nipple had him clutching the sheets. 

“Hmm, you’re sensitive,” Jonathan murmured. “Not everyone is.” 

“Very sensitive,” Kai agreed. No one ever took the time to explore his body. To discover what he really enjoyed during sex. Generally his partners were of the get-off-and-get-gone variety. Relationships took energy and time, two things Kai rarely had enough of. Strangely, for Jonathan he wanted to make the time. 

“You should have them pierced.” Jonathan bit the other one. Kai’s strangled scream cut off what he had been going to say. Jonathan smiled. “Yep, definitely pierced.” 

“It would be too annoying at work,” Kai countered. 

“But just think. No one would know. You probably always wear a suit to work, right?” 

Kai nodded. 

“So they wouldn’t be visible. Only you and I would know they were pierced,” Jonathan said persuasively. 

The thought of pierced nipples rubbing against his shirt all day made a shudder go through his body. “I’d never be able to concentrate.” 

Jonathan laughed. “Maybe not. I know I wouldn’t be able to, just knowing you had pierced nipples beneath your suit.” 

“Kiss me,” Kai ordered. 

“You’re such a demanding fellow,” Jonathan said. 

Despite his words, Jonathan pressed his lips against Kai’s. Instead of a searing inferno of passion, a warm wave of affection poured through him, as though by contact alone Jonathan could convey his emotions. Jonathan’s hand on Kai’s neck, barely there, held him 
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for guidance rather than control, while Jonathan’s body pressed against Kai’s only enough so Kai knew he was there, giving instead of dominating. 

The sensation of being in a strange tide of sexual give and take only surged higher when Jonathan slid his tongue against Kai’s and tightened his grip. Not hard enough to bruise but firm enough to display his passion. 

When they broke for air, Kai felt not only wanted, but cherished. 

Jonathan’s dark eyes were heavy-lidded and filled with need. 

Licking his lips to savour Jonathan’s taste, Kai rolled them until he was on top. As he’d expected, Jonathan allowed him to move them both until Kai had them where he wanted. 

“Do you bottom?” he asked, unable to let the idea go of plunging into the hard-muscled man beneath him. 

“For the right man,” Jonathan confessed. “I would for you.” 

Kai bit his lip as he considered his options. “Next time. I want to feel this inside me.” As he spoke, he fondled Jonathan’s hard erection. He craved Jonathan’s touch more than he ever had anyone’s before. Kai didn’t trust easily but with Jonathan he’d found someone he could depend on. Soon he’d feel Jonathan’s heat around him, but right now he needed to be filled, claimed by his lover. 

“Just a sec, I’ve got stuff,” Jonathan said awkwardly. 

Kai couldn’t help being completely charmed. Big, strong, beautiful Jonathan was flustered. Why Jonathan chose now to be shy Kai didn’t know, since it wasn’t the first time they’d been intimate, but it was adorable. 

No matter what happened in the next few days, Kai wanted Jonathan in his life and not just as his bodyguard. 

He’d always thought he was too selfish to want to share his space with anyone, but one blush from a handsome man later, and he’d even give up half his closet, a sacrifice worthy of undying adoration. 

Kai’s mind floated around as he waited for Jonathan to prep himself. He held out a hand for the lube only to have Jonathan lift it out of reach. 

“Nope, I get to do this part,” Jonathan argued. 

It was as if Jonathan considered it a treat to get his lover ready. Kai could feel a goofy smile crossing his face, but he couldn’t resist Jonathan’s combination of strength and 
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caretaking. A physically powerful man with a sweet soul had turned out to be the perfect match for him. 

Kai cupped Jonathan’s face when he leaned in for a kiss. 

“What?” Jonathan frowned as if sensing Kai’s desperation. 

“When this is all over, I want you to move in with me.” 

“Okay.” Jonathan slid one slicked finger into Kai’s ass. 

“I-I’m serious.” Surely his lover couldn’t make such a momentous decision without a great deal more planning. They could discuss it more after sex when they were both thinking more with their big heads rather than the ones below. Jonathan plunged a second finger inside, scattering Kai’s thoughts when he pushed against his prostate. 

“I love you. We can live wherever the fuck you want. Now, hush while I have my way with you,” Jonathan scolded. 

Kai laughed. A weight pressing down his worries evaporated as if Jonathan’s words alone had lifted off the boulder holding it in place. 

After a hard kiss, Jonathan pushed his cock inside, bonding them together as one, and proceeded to show Kai how much he needed him. One day they’d take it slow and easy when the fierce fires of passion between them were banked. Jonathan’s hard rhythm aligned perfectly with Kai’s need for a deep pounding. 

“That’s it. Oh. Right there!” Kai shouted. He needed more. Before he could whisper his desires, Jonathan had wrapped a firm grip around him. 

“Give it up for me, baby,” Jonathan demanded. 

Unable to hold back against his lover’s command, Kai came. 

All the stress poured out of him as he came. Exhaustion sapped him of energy. So much had happened. 

“Relax, love. We can take on the world later.” Jonathan pressed a kiss on Kai’s shoulder. 

Jonathan slid out of bed to take care of the condom. Before Kai became too chilled, Jonathan returned and his welcoming heat wrapped around him. 

“I love you,” Kai whispered. Another kiss against the back of his neck made him smile. 

“I love you too, Kai. Are you hungry?” 

Kai nodded. He couldn’t remember having lunch it had been so long since he’d eaten. 

“Yeah, I am.” 

“Let’s order a pizza.” He slapped Kai’s ass as he got out of bed. 

www.total-e-bound.com 



TEASING JONATHAN                                                          Amber Kell 82 

“I like pepperoni,” Kai answered. “Do you mind if I take a quick shower?” 

Jonathan reached a hand down to help Kai up. “Sure. You get all prettied up and I’ll call for food.” 

Kai smiled. “You could keep me company.” 

A groan met his invitation. “I’m pretty much spent, love, and I’m starving.” 

Kai gave him a hard kiss. “Get the food and I’ll get clean.” 

“I’ve got some clothes you can borrow.” Jonathan pulled out a pair of sweats and a T-shirt from his dresser drawer then handed them over. “You should think about bringing over some clothes.” 

Kai shook his head. “I don’t need to.” 

The flash of pain in Jonathan’s eyes had him rushing to stop his lover from leaving the room. “I don’t need to because you’re coming to live with me, remember?” 

“You meant that?” Jonathan asked. “I thought it was the sex talking.” 

Kai smiled. “No it wasn’t. I want you next to me every night.” Not to mention his place was bigger, had better views and was only a few miles from work. 

Jonathan tilted his head. “But what if I like my place better or if I want my bed?” 

Kai sighed. “Are you renting?” 

“Yes.” 

“Well, I own my condo so let’s keep that. If you want to bring your bed or anything, fine. It will be our place. Bring whatever the hell you want as long as you bring yourself.” 

“What about a dog?” Jonathan challenged. 

“How big?” Kai had never been a big fan of dogs but if Jonathan wanted one he’d make allowances. Anything to persuade Jonathan to share his place. 

“I don’t know?” Jonathan shrugged. 

“You’re taking care of it. I’m not a dog person,” Kai warned. 

Jonathan raised an eyebrow. “You like cats?” 

“We never had animals growing up.” How could he explain that his father had barely tolerated his children, much less the mess an animal could produce? 

“We’ll get a dog,” Jonathan said confidently. 

Kai cupped Jonathan’s face. “We can get anything you want.” 

“Good.” Jonathan kissed him on the forehead and left the room. 
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Kai laughed. After grabbing a towel from the bathroom cabinet, he started up the water. 

Once steam began wafting up from the shower Kai stepped into the hot water. Kai wetted his hair before soaping it up with Jonathan’s shampoo. Kai smiled when he saw it was his brand. 

While rinsing his hair, he froze. 

What was that sound? 

He heard it again. A strange, familiar pop. 

 Gunfire?  

Someone was shooting. 

 Jonathan! 

Fear dried the moisture in Kai’s throat. 

He kept the water running. Maybe the person would think Kai didn’t know they were there. Kai peeked through the curtain, scanning the bathroom. No weapons were jumping out at him. A scene from an old movie flashed through his mind. Trembling in fear, he stepped out of the tub and quietly lifted the lid of the toilet tank. Raising it up high, he waited. Just when his arms started shaking from holding the heavy ceramic lid for so long the door opened. A hand holding a gun appeared before anything else. Using his full strength, he slammed it down. 

A startled cry, then the hand dropped the gun. The weapon tumbled to the ground, sliding between the toilet and sink. Kai whipped the door open then froze in surprise. 

Michelle stood in the doorway. She gripped her wrist as pain filled her eyes. She rallied quickly after catching sight of Kai. 

“Well, there’s a sight I never thought I’d get to see,” she purred. Her hungry gaze churned Kai’s stomach. 

“Move,” Kai growled. 

“Or what? You’re going to hit me again?” She flashed Kai a confident smile. 

“If you shot Jonathan, you’ll be lucky if I don’t kill you. After all, you did invade his home.” 

“You’re too much of a nice guy to hurt me.” She smirked. “I’m pretty sure your boyfriend is dead.” 

She bent to pull a knife from her boot. 

Kai slammed the tank lid across her head. A loud thud sounded from the contact and Michelle tumbled unconscious to the ground. 
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“Perhaps you misjudged me.” Confident she wasn’t going anywhere, Kai set the lid back on the toilet, grabbed the sweats then pulled them on. Kai knelt down and after a brief search found the gun. Snatching up the weapon, he stood then grabbed his phone and called the police. 

After giving them Jonathan’s address and the fact there had been a home invasion, Kai was assured the police were on the way. The operator wanted him to stay on the line but he needed to check on his lover. Leaving the line open but warning the person to stay silent, Kai slipped the phone into his sweats pocket. 

He listened carefully at the bedroom door. He didn’t know for sure if Michelle had come alone. When no sounds reached him, he soundlessly crept down the hall. 

Fear gripped him as he spotted Jonathan on the floor. Blood poured through a wound in Jonathan’s chest. 

“Oh, baby.” Kai dropped to his knees beside Jonathan. 

Jonathan’s eyes fluttered open. “Run! She’ll kill you.” 

“Not right now, she won’t,” Kai disagreed. 

“She has a gun,” Jonathan protested. 

“This one?” Kai showed his weapon. 

The gurgle in Jonathan’s voice frightened him. 

“Yeah…” Jonathan’s whispery tone, barely audible, made Kai swallow. 

“Police!” A voice shouted outside his door. 

Kai rushed to answer. Detective Fine stood there staring at Kai with a cold expression in his eyes. 

“She’s in the bathroom.” 

“Your sister?” Relief flashed through Fine’s expression. 

“No, my assistant. She’s been trying to kill me for some reason.” 

“You must be mistaken,” Fine said. 

Warning bells clamoured in Kai’s brain. “Why is that?” 

Fine raised his gun and pointed it at Kai. “Because I set it up perfectly. I guess I’ll have to go with murder suicide instead.” 

“Why? What did I do to you?” None of this made sense. First he’d accused Jeni, now he planned to frame Kai for killing Jonathan. 

www.total-e-bound.com 



TEASING JONATHAN                                                          Amber Kell 85 

“You were supposed to die! Michelle promised me a lot of money if I destroyed you. 

Unfortunately the mechanic fixing her car had overheard her conversation with me about the hit man. When he tried to blackmail her, I killed him. It was a funny thing that he happened to be dating your sister.” 

“Did Andrews pay you to kill me?” Kai asked. The entire situation had a lack of reality to it. 

“Andrews had nothing to do with this. He’s just a greedy businessman who got the boot like he deserved. Michelle’s going to rewrite your will and put herself in control of the company. After all, who wouldn’t believe your loyal assistant?” 

A chill went through Kai. Michelle could get away with it. She would easily be able to convince the board, and Jeni didn’t know enough to prove Kai hadn’t turned the company over to his assistant. 

“You made up the stuff about Jeni, didn’t you?” The sheer relief Kai felt over discovering his sister didn’t do drugs washed through him. He’d hated the thought of that even worse than her potentially killing her ex-boyfriend. 

Fine shrugged. “Why does it matter?” 

“It matters to me.” 

“It’s surprisingly easy to create false reports if you have the ability to make them at all. 

Your assistant is a bloodthirsty thing. She salivated at the chance to help kill you since you’ve ignored her all these years. You know what they say about a scorned woman? Well, an ignored woman is worse. When she saw you with Jonathan, she couldn’t help me fast enough. 

“I knew you’d let her inside, but I thought she’d do a better job. When I got the news there was a shooting at this address I came, only to find out she’s botched it.” Kai shivered at the evil grin Fine gave him. “I won’t make the same error.” 

Could he reach for his gun without being shot? 

Heart pounding, Kai slowly reached behind him. 

“I wouldn’t move any more if I were you,” Fine warned. 

“Freeze!” Fine’s partner, Detective Breaves, rushed through the door with two other cops. 

Fine dropped his gun. 
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The cops rushed over and grabbed Detective Fine. Kai watched them snap handcuffs on him. 

“His accomplice is in the bathroom.” He waved them on. 

“An ambulance is on the way,” Breaves said. “We heard about the shooting when you kept the line open on your phone.” 

Kai blushed. He’d forgotten all about staying on the line for the dispatcher. His phone sat on the floor beside Jonathan, who watched him with pain-filled eyes. He dropped to his knees beside him. “Help is coming, love!” 

“I love you,” Jonathan whispered. 

“I know, I love you too.” 

They’d get Jonathan healed and Kai would move him into his condo where they’d get Jonathan the biggest fucking dog he could ever want. 
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Epilogue 







Jonathan smiled as Kai threw the ball across the backyard. Only two months into living together Kai had announced that they needed a real house with a yard. He’d given his condo to his sister Jeni so she could move on with her life. Apparently, she’d simply had a case of mistaken identity. The guy she’d thought was Deke had actually been the new owner of the bookstore next to her catering business. Jonathan expected they’d get a wedding invitation soon. Jeni couldn’t seem to be able to help her attraction to dark-haired men. 

The dog Kai claimed not to be sure about now had a studded collar and an embroidered pet bed. His uptight business financier had a squishy soft spot for the rescue mixed breed they’d chosen at the pound. 

“There’s a good boy,” Kai said. 

Jonathan wrapped his arms around Kai from behind. “I can show you how good a boy I can be,” he whispered in Kai’s ear. 

Kai laughed, the sound happy and carefree, a welcome change after the past few months. Michelle’s betrayal had cut him deeply. Kai had sold the company to the board, telling them if they wanted to run it into the ground they could. Andrews hadn’t been the first board member to try to pressure Kai into making a poor decision. Detective Fine and Michelle had been jailed for conspiracy to commit murder. Neither of them would be getting out any time soon. 

Kai spun around and wrapped his arms around Jonathan’s waist. “Are you happy?” 

Jonathan nodded. With the new stability of his home life and additional therapy after the shooting, Jonathan had come to terms with his past. The nightmares had begun to vanish soon after he’d started sleeping with Kai. He secretly believed that Kai held his bad dreams at bay. 

“I’m happier than I ever thought I could be,” he confessed to Kai. “I love you.” 

“I love you too.” 

Jonathan would never have imagined how lucky his life would have turned out to be after catching sight of the pretty man on the corner of the street. 
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“I got something for you,” Kai said. Kai turned and flashed up his shirt before turning and racing the dog back to the house. 

The image of little silver rings pierced through Kai’s nipples burned into Jonathan’s mind. Grinning, he chased after his lover. The evening had just become a whole lot more interesting. 
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Hidden Magic: William’s House 

Amber Kell 

 

 Excerpt 

  

Chapter One 

 

 

William Stamson never thought he’d fall in love with a lady. 

After being a gay man for the first twenty-five years of his life, he met a tattered painted lady with three broken windows and a gap-toothed fence, and fell illogically, irrevocably in love. 

“I’ll take the house,” he told the realtor who stood waiting patiently for him to finish examining the front of the mansion. 

“B-but you haven’t seen the inside. The house needs a lot of work,” she sputtered. 

“There are several in much better shape if you like this neighbourhood.” 

He watched her wrestling between wanting an easy sale and her moral obligation not to sell a decrepit house to a client. He wondered if her reluctance stemmed from the magic pulsing through the property like a beating drum, pounding out a complicated rhythm. 

Hearing the underlying music wasn’t  an ability everyone had. Most days Will wished he were one of those talentless people. Although he could hear the power thrumming through the air, his strange immunity kept him from using the magic. He wasn’t surprised no one could live in the house. The mansion all but seethed with energy, an uncomfortable experience for magic wielders, while giving non-magical people the eerie sensation of a haunted house. Electricity crackled in the air, arcs of energy dancing around him. The house’s magic reached out to him, invisible fingers ruffling his hair, like a human petting a favoured child. 

Closing his eyes, he opened his senses to the entity. 
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A soft gasp, a pleased hum, then the pounding rhythm smoothed to a quiet whisper. A hush filled the air like the silence after a tornado or maybe the eye of a storm. 

Acceptance. 

The sensation sank into his bones, warm and loving like a mother’s hug. Well, maybe other people’s mothers. His didn’t give actual hugs. Physical contact might wrinkle her designer clothes. 

“Are you sure you want to put in an offer?” The realtor’s anxious voice broke up the moment, the magic dissolving. Her tone wavered between hope and desperation. For the first time he noticed the worn cuffs on her green suit and the faded colour of the shirt tucked underneath. 

“Yes,” Will insisted. Despite the building’s odd power, the place made him feel as if he were home. Besides, writing scary detective stories could only be easier living in a spooky mansion. He smiled when he thought about his relatives’ future reactions. 

Will was the dreamer, the only exception in a family known for controlling powerful people across the globe. As a result of his carefree approach to life, everyone thought he needed someone to take care of him. Not a relation on either side of his family had forgotten to leave him a small inheritance when they died. 

In Will’s family ‘a small inheritance’ was a minimum of two million dollars. His Great-uncle Frederick had been particularly generous, even as he’d addressed Will as his ‘idiot nephew’. Will had willingly overlooked the condemnation for the cool one hundred million his uncle had left in his account. 

However, as much as Will loved them and appreciated their acceptance of his gay lifestyle, if he didn’t move out of town soon, he was going to go to jail for fratri-patri-matricide. Will longed to settle down with the Mr Average of his dreams. None of the doctors, stockbrokers or lawyers paraded in front of him by his hopeful mother and calculating father met his needs—after fucking them, they really served no purpose. 

He knew his behaviour made him a slut. But hell, he didn’t golf, and after humiliating his snobbish dates by comparing stock portfolios, there wasn’t anything left to talk about. His dates all ended with him cutting them loose and ignoring them when they called. 

After having gone through most of the successful gay men in Seattle, Will had decided maybe he should try something different. Besides, the zombies were starting to creep him 
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out. All cities had at least a few necromancers that could raise the undead, but Seattle was starting to get more than its share. Will needed to leave before someone got the bright idea to drain his blood as a form of zombie pest control. 

Since Will was a void—a person who could nullify magic—his blood was the essential ingredient in unbinding spells that raised the undead. A few times lately, the hairs on his arms had stood on end from the sensation of something with a strong magical presence watching him. Another reason he’d searched for a new home. He needed to lure whatever was following him away from his family. 

The search for a place to live brought him to this small town east of Seattle. Unable to find a man, Will planned to settle down with an old painted lady needing a fortune in upgrades. 

Luckily, he had a fortune. 

“This house has been on the market for a while.” She quickly consulted her notes as if they held the secret to Will’s desire to purchase the old mansion. 

He gave her his pants-dropping smile, more than a little surprised when his charm worked and her cheeks turned an interesting shade of pink. “Then they should be happy to receive an offer. Let’s go back to your office and get the paperwork going.” He could feel vibes of anticipation coming from the house as if the building had sat waiting for him to come by and save it from ruin. 

Poor house. 

“What’s the asking price?” 

She mentioned a ridiculous amount, considering the condition of the house, but he figured the place must have sentimental value to someone, and this one time he didn’t feel the need to bargain. He wanted the house. 

“I’ll take it.” 

“There might be some delay. I’m not sure a bank will approve such a large amount for the place.” She gave the house a dubious look. 

“No problem. I’ll pay cash.” 

“Oh.” She looked surprisingly flustered. “Then let’s draw up the paperwork.” 



* * * * 
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A week later, Will happily drank hot coffee in his freezing kitchen. Apparently the heater had died several years ago and no one had had the funds or interest in fixing it. He wasn’t much of a breakfast person, aside from the occasional cold cereal, but he would definitely go into town for a hot lunch. He needed to have the stove looked over professionally before he’d willingly trust the appliance with his favourite teakettle. Small-town diners were the perfect place to find out the latest gossip and help him discover whose second cousin twice removed had a son good at fixing stuff. 



* * * * 



The diner was everything he’d ever seen in the movies. 

Old movies. 

From the cracked retro fifties booths, to the ageing waitress with frizzy hair and attitude, the place appeared as if it were something out of a film. 

The waitress gave him a slow once-over like she didn’t know what to make of him. He didn’t know why. He wore a plain pair of jeans  and a red polo. He’d even left his handcrafted Italian leather shoes at home and wore his plain white Nikes. 

He was the epitome of ordinary. 

“Have a seat anywhere,” the waitress told him. As Will passed her, he caught the faint scent of cigarettes and chewing gum. He held onto his composure by a thread, hoping she didn’t snap a bubble at him. She was a walking cliché, and Will barely held in his laughter. 

He didn’t want her to think he found her anything but delightful. 

Will settled comfortably on a carefully duct-taped vinyl bench seat and accepted the faded menu. The table was the kind of moulded plastic some inventor on crack must have thought looked like real wood. 

Scanning the list of food, he was almost certain the menu exceeded the abilities of any one cook. Eight pages long, the extensive volume listed everything from a thick steak to poached eggs. He couldn’t even imagine the cost of keeping so many ingredients on hand. 

“Have you decided, hon?” the waitress asked. She pulled a cheap ballpoint pen out from behind her ear and a pad of paper from her apron pocket. Pinning him with a 
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surprisingly clear gaze, she waited for his order as if he were going to reveal the secrets to the universe in six easy steps. 

“I’ll have a burger, medium rare.” 

Even an inept cook could make a decent burger. 

She nodded, quietly applauding his choice as waiters sometimes did. “Potato salad or fries?” 

“Are they thin or thick?” 

“Steak fries.” Her tone implied disapproval of anything less. 

Will reflectively nodded along with her like one of those bobble-headed dolls before he caught himself. “I’ll have those with ranch dressing.” 

“Anything to drink? We make a nice milkshake.” 

He shook his head. “Too heavy. I’ll have to jog at least ten miles to burn off the burger calories.” 

The waitress looked him over again. “I don’t think you have anything to worry about, hon.” 

“Not if I jog,” Will agreed. Although he had a reputation in his family for laziness, he took care of his body with weights and running regularly. “I’ll take a diet soda.” 

As she scribbled down his order, Will wondered if her mother had had a premonition at her birth. Why else would you look at your newborn infant and think  I’ll name her Hazel? 

As the waitress turned away, Will grabbed her wrist. 

“Sorry,”  he said, letting go at her surprised look. “Could you tell me who’s good at fixing things around here?” Every town had one. A Mr Fix-it who could drive by your house and tell you your water heater was set too high and your air conditioner would die next month. 

“What kinds of things?” 

Thinking over the condition of his house, Will flashed a self-conscious smile. “Someone who’s good with plumbing, flooring, painting, drywall, roofing…that sort of thing.” 

“Good lord, what house did you buy?” 

“The painted lady  on Mulberry Street.” Another reason he’d bought the house. Who could resist living on Mulberry Street?  And to Think That I Saw It on Mulberry Street  had been his favourite Dr Seuss book as a child. 
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“You bought that!” The waitress’s voice scraped like rough sandpaper across his senses. 

“Yes,” Will admitted. 

“You are either the richest man I ever met, or the dumbest.” 

He couldn’t help laughing. “I’m probably a mixture of the two.” 

A considering look entered Hazel’s eyes. “Let me put in your order and I’ll be  right back,” she said before hurrying off as quickly as her orthopaedic sneakers could carry her. 

Not five minutes later she returned, sliding into the seat across from him. 

“I have a nephew who has a knack for fixing things,” Hazel stated in a low, confidential tone. “He’s been laid off, but he worked for a homebuilder before the housing crash. I know he’d do a good job for you.” She twisted her fingers together as she spoke. “If you could hire him to help around your house and let him rent one of your rooms, I’d be mighty grateful. 

His landlord just sold the place he was renting, and I live in a one-bedroom apartment.” 

Will thought about the situation for a moment. Having another person in the enormous house would be comforting. “Is he likely to kill me in my sleep and steal my china set?” 

Hazel laughed—a low, smoke-roughened sound. “No. He’s a good boy, but he’s big and some people find him scary.” She frowned for a moment, looking concerned. “That isn’t a problem for you, is it, mister?” 

“Call me Will,” he said with a smile. “I’m sure everything will work out fine.” Will found the situation touching. With an aunt this sweet, how bad could a guy be? “Tell your nephew he can come work for me. I’ll give him a few jobs around the house and see how things work out. What’s his name?” If the guy turned out to be a creep, Will could call a few of his cousins and have the jerk evicted. 

“Cassius, but everyone calls him Cash.” 

 Of course they do. 

“Order up,” the cook called from the pass-through window. 

Hazel got to her feet. “Thank you, Will. I’ll tell Cash to come see you. When is a good time?” 

“Whenever,” Will said, shrugging. “As long as it’s after noon.” He didn’t do mornings. 

“Thanks. The burger is on me.” 

He would’ve objected, but he could see her pride was on the line after she had all but begged a total stranger to hire her nephew. 
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“Thank you, Hazel.” 

She gave him a nicotine-stained smile, even more charming for the faded dimples and the sparkle in her eyes. 

Moments later she put a burger in front of him, and Will found a new respect for the little diner. After polishing off the entire thing, including the steak fries, he tossed a twenty on the table for her tip and waddled to the register. 

Hazel looked up from counting the cash drawer. “What did you think?” 

“I  think your cook is a genius. That was the best damn burger I ever ate,” he said honestly. 

Will wasn’t exaggerating either. The man was magic in the kitchen. 

“Good. I’ll send Cash by your house later today.” 

“Thanks, Hazel,” Will said, flashing her a smile. With a nod, he left the restaurant. 
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