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way my parents received it — their side glances at each
other, and their comments concerning the wild imagi-
nation I had when I was a boy. If I had been in their
place, I would probably have reacted the same way —
but I wasn’t. I was the one who met the boy who lived
with ghosts, and I still don’t know what to think about it.
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blade of a Roman broadsword, thrust into sight at the
angle a soldier would carry it in his hand. Light flashed
dimly from its cruel point and from the wet red stain
along its edge, and then a foot smashed down into
sight, a huge foot, and a leg sheathed in armor, and
above it a towering figure —

And then the flashlight winked out.
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YOU WOULD NEVER guess in a million years.

Jamie was making a peanut-butter sandwich.

He grinned, not the least embarrassed at having us
catch him at it.

“I'm hungty,” he said. “Ate early. Want some?”

Ordinarily we would not have turned down peanut-
butter sandwiches anywhere at any time. But there was
something about Jamie that made our skin crawl at the
thought of eating his food.

“Not me,” I said.

“Me neither,” said Bill. “Listen, stop stalling, will
you? We ain’t got all night. Either show us these ghosts
of yours or don’t.”

Jamie finished making his sandwich and bit into it
greedily.
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