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For Shelly


Introduction

When I was a kid, I had no idea there were so many different occupations that a person could pursue. I had a vague understanding of the more common jobs, such as doctor, lawyer, fireman, farmer, and policeman. I set my sights on becoming a lawyer, largely because the other careers inevitably involved dead mammals.

At some point during college, I realized that although lawyers don’t directly kill any mammals, they do hold mammals down so other people can kill them, figuratively speaking. So I abandoned my plans for the legal profession. I decided to become a banker because one of my professors said I should, although I didn’t fully understand what that career involved. I assumed I’d take people’s money, put most of it in a big safe, and keep some of it for myself. It seemed like a dream job.

Unfortunately, no one warned me that a career in banking would lead to years of sitting in a fabric-covered box and accomplishing nothing. During that period, I was surrounded by other people in fabric-covered boxes, whose shared mission, apparently, was to keep each other from adding value. I was so many levels away from anything that looked like productivity that I was always surprised when I got paid.

After several years of loyal service in my fabric-covered box at the bank, I jumped ship to the local phone company and settled into a fabric-covered box that was a different color. It was a sad gray, evidently designed to keep me from experiencing unauthorized joy. And it worked. As soon as I entered my cubicle, my shoulders would slump and my IQ took a forty-point hit. I don’t think I gave the company my best effort.

Speaking of best efforts, please check out www.dilbert.com.
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(

\

YOUR INVESTMENTS
ARE WORTHLESS AND
YOUR MORTGAGE TS
UNDERWATER MY NET
WORTH TS HIGHER
THAN YOURS NOW.
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AND A GED. WAS A
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UNTIL OUR FLOOM.
VENDOR UPDATES
"THE GLIMAODS.

TLL BITSPEW A
PROTOPATCH TO YOUR
GLIMROD ARRAY AND
YOU CAN GET RIGHT
TO WORK.

SOMETIMES A YOUNG
ENGINEER CHALLENGES
THE DOMINANT WORK—
AVOIDER IN THE HERD.

T00 BAD THE ROUTER

TSNT CONFIGURED TO

HANDLE PROTOPATCH
SERVER TRAFFIC.

o,
REALLY?

TLLREMOTELY RE—
CONFIGURE THE ROUTER
TO THINK THE PROTO—
PATCH SERVER 15 A
HEXADULTAN DATA
‘COMPRESSOR

IF YOU DO THAT,
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FIREWALL AND
EXPOSE EVERYONE
AT THIS TABLE TO
IDENTITY THEFT!
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STOP THAT!
T HAVE ENOUGH
PROBLEMS!
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NEVER GO NETWORK
ONME, KID.
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IT NOT

TM NOT
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YOUR PAY STUB.

J
/






OEBPS/images/125-2.jpg
MORDAC,THE PREVENTER
OF INFORMATION N TGUESS  ReALLY?
SERVICES, THATS  IN THAT
WATERBONRD Your- (1 BEINE  SASEYou
MAY T USE THIS = THAN  CAN'T MAVE
LAPTOP THAT NO ONE SELF IN YOUR OWN NOTHING. I

ELSE 15 USING?
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TIME FOR ALL THE
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GIVING ME?
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HEALTH?
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THING.
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YOUR ROLE IN THIS. LEAD ENGINEER.
PROJECT.
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YOULL BE IN MORE
‘OF AN ADVISORY

AND BY THAT T
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UNFUNDED, JUST
THE WAY T LIKE IT.

1 SPEND MY ENTIRE
DAY FORWARDING
FUNNY E-MAILS AND
LUBRICATING MY.
BOWELS WITH COFFEE.
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PLACES TO WORK”
AWARDS,

TLJANT SUGGESTIONS. YOU COULD $TOP

IF YOU WERE
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MADE FROM WHEAT
FLOUR. WHEAT 15
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AND
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LIVING

N A PEN.

L1vesToCK
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FREEDOM.
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AWARE NEEDED TO
BE DONE.

YESTERDAY I GOT IN
TROUBLE FOR DOING
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ONE ASKED ME TO DO,
BUT NEEDED TO
BE DONE.

2 |
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[KNOW-LJHAT AND AVOTD
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POLJER TS CORRUPT.
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BACK HALF TO YOU.
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Eb

™M
DABBLING.
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ALOT OF PEOPLE.
THINK CRIME IS
A'BAD THING.

BUT IT ALL DEPENDS.
‘ON HOLJ YOU PICK
YOUR ROLE MODELS.
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1 LEAN TOWARD
GOVERNORS, BANKERS,
ATHLETES AND SITH
LORDS.

TFEEL A
COLDNESS.
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NELJ VICE PRESIDENT
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LEGAL ACTIVITIES,

HELL BE LEADING
THE EFFORT TO MAKE
OUR USER INTERFACES
'50 CONFUSING THAT
PEOPLE HAVE TO PAY.
US FOR TRAINING.

we
ALREADY  SURE, BUT
00 THAT  “LJE CANT

UNINTEN-  ALWJAYS
TIONALLY.  RELYON
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THINK ABOUT IT AND
GET BACK TO YOU.

YOUR HEAD
15 WHERE M
0EAS GO
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DON'T BE FRIGHTENED
BY MY GREEN CLOTHING,

TLL BE LIORKTNG AT

HOME TODAY, THUS.

REDUCING CKRBON
EMISSTONS.

Y TELEPRESENCE
MEETINGS WILL
ONLY DISPLAY ME

FROM HERE UP.

BY REDUCING THE

AMOUNT OF MATERTAL

TN MY GARMENT T CAN
'USE LESS SOA AND
LIRTER ON LAUNDRY

AND THE EXTRA
FREEDOM OF MOVE-
MENT WILL ALLOL)
TAE TO MOUSE MORE

EFFICIENTLY.

THIS HAS TO
STOP. TLL BE BACK.
N A FEW MINUTES,

YES. AND T
WILEL TRIM
MYSELF
DATLY
UNTIL You
START
DRESSING
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DEHUMANIZING THE
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BE EASTER TO DOWN~—
SIZE YOU.

THE THATS
ENEMy?  ENOUGH
OUT OF You,
OSAMA.
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MANAGEMENT OFFSITE
MEETING WASNT
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TO HELL.
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WHAT
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THAT
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CONCIERGE
WAS A SWARM
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FALLING. T HAVE TO
'DOWNSIZE YOU.

YOU WORTHLESS
‘SACK OF MONKEY SPIT!
T HOPE THE BIRDS THAT
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REGURGITATE PELLETS
DOWN YOUR NECK!
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T HAVE LOTS MORE,
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USED TO MEAN
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NOT.
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TMAGINED.

TD TAKE QUESTIONS,
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SURE YOURE REAL.
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DIE FROM THE DISEASES.
THAT RIDDLE
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NEVER  IGET

TALK  THAT
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