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 				Act III

				Post-Climax

				Sex has been the force for propagation in the sea for upward of a billion years, at least. And it will continue to be so. But what it propagates, and how much it propagates, is, in part, up to us to decide. We affect the fate of the sea, just as the fate of the sea affects us. So far, our actions have tended to spur proliferation of the more gelatinous, slimy, and microbial in nature. But it doesn’t have to be this way.

				Generating recoveries for depleted species and ecosystems and preventing future declines ultimately depends on understanding how our ancient salty cousins of the sea reproduce. The more we learn, the better the chance we have to adjust our own behaviors and find accommodation between marine life and ourselves. As the final chapter illustrates, we are already well on our way.

			

		

	
