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Stephen King - The Doctor's Case
The Doctor's Case
By Stephen King

I believe there was only one occasion upon which I actually solved a crime before my
slightly fabulous friend, Mr. Sherlock Holmes. I say believe because my memory began
to grow hazy about the edges as I entered my ninth decade; now, as I approach my
centennial, the whole has become downright misty. There may have been another
occasion, but if so I do not remember it.
I doubt that I shall ever forget this particular case no matter how murky my
thoughts and memories may become, and I thought I might as well set it down before
God caps my pen forever. It cannot humiliate Holmes now, God knows; he is forty
years in his grave. That, I think, is Tong enough to leave the tale untold. Even
Lestrade, who used Holmes upon occasion but never had any great 1liking for him,
never broke his silence in the matter of Lord Hull -- he hardly could have done so,
considering the circumstances. Even if the circumstances had been different, I
somehow doubt he would have. He and Holmes baited each other, and I believe that
Holmes ma¥ have harbored actual hate in his heart for the policeman (although he
never would have admitted to such a Tow emotion), but Lestrade had a queer respect
for my friend.
It was a wet, dreary afternoon and the clock had just rang half past one. Holmes sat
by the w1ndow holding his violin but not playing it, looking silently out into the
rain. There were times, especially once his cocaine days were behind %'im, when
Holmes would grow moody to the point of surliness when the skies remained stubbornly
gray for a week or more, and he had been doubly disappointed on this day, for the
glass had been rising since late the night before and he had confidently predicted
clearing skies by ten this morning at the latest. Instead, the mist, which had been
hanging in the air when I arose, had thickened into a steady rain, and if there was
anything that rendered Holmes moodier than long periods of rain, it was being wrong.
Suddenly he straightened up, tweaking a violin string with a f1ngerna1'| and smiled
sardonically. "watson! Here's a sight! The wettest b?oodhound you ever Saw!"
It was Lestrade, of course, seated in the back of an open wagon with water running
into his close- set fiercely inquisitive eyes. The wagon had no more than stopped
before he was out, flinging the driver a coin, and striding toward 22IB Baker
Street. He moved so quickly that I thought he should run into our door Tike a
battering ram.
I heard Mrs. Hudson remonstrating with him about his decidedly damp condition and
the_effect it might have on the rugs both downstairs and up, and then Holmes, who
could make Lestrade look 'I1'ke a tortoise when the urge struck him, leaped across to
the door and called down, "Let him up, Mrs. H. -- I'11 put a newspaper under his
boots if he stays Tong, but I somehow think, yes, I really do think that.
Then Lestrade was bounding up the stairs, 'Ieav‘lng Mrs. Hudson to expostulate below.
His color was high, his eyes burned, and his teeth -- decidedly yellowed by tobacco
-- were bared in a wolfish grin.
"Inspector Lestrade!" Holmes cried jovially. "what brings you out on such a --
No further did he get. still panting from his climb, Lestrade said, "I've heard
gypsies say the devil grants wishes. Now I believe it. Come at once if you'd have a
try, Holmes; the corpse is still fresh and the suspects all in a row."
"You frighten me with your ardor, Lestrade!" Holmes cried, but with a sardonic
Tittle waggle of his eyebrows.
"Don't play the shrinking violet with me, man -- I've come at the run to offer you
the very thing for which you in your pride have wished a hundred times or more in my
own hearing: the perfect locked-room mystery!"
Holmes had started into the corner, perhaps to get the awful gold-tipped cane, which
he was for some reason affecting that season. Now he whirled upon our damp v1s1tor,
his eyes wide. "Lestrade! Are you serious?"
"would I have risked wet-lung croup riding here in an open wagon if I were not?'’'
Lestrade countered.
Then, for the only time in my hearing (despite the countless times the phrase has
bien attributed to him), Holmes turned to me and cried: "Quick, watson! The game's
afoot!"
on our way, Lestrade commented sourly that Holmes also had the luck of the devil;
although Lestrade had commanded the wagon-driver to wait, we had no more than
emerged from our lodgings when that exquisite rarity c11p clopped down the street:
Page 1





