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Laterin my life, around my carly twenties I wes walking through town
when T bumped into a friend of 2 frend. A guy T knew as Sparky, and
he was justas big ofa pot smoker s Twas. He had come to my haur of
need by randomly appearing out of the blue in tov, and I didsit waste
time. Iinstantly asked him if he could score me some of his finest weed,
and he told me that he could, Butin order to do so T would have to go
back to his place for a beer, and a few puffs on his last couple of joints,
and wai patiently for his man to turn up with a delivery.

Upon entering Sparky’s humble abode I was greeted by a couple of
Sparky's friends, who were also eagerly awalting a delivery. But it zke
long for me to e thatin his massive lounge was a VHS collection un-
ke any other I had seen. T was under the disbelief that | owned the big-
gest VHS collection in toswn, but Sparky had me beat.

Before 1 had a chance to laok through his collection with  fine tooth
comb, Sparky handed me a beer and grabbed a VHIS tape from his
shelves. He loved watching movies just as much as | did and wanted to
show me and bisfriends some new tapes he had just got hold of.

“The first was  bootleg tape of a it fim called Banned From Telvi-
sion. [ had never heard of it before, and I was both shocked and amazed
at what was on screen, It was 2 45 minute documentary of atrocities,
suicides and death caught on
camera

This wasr't a snuff movie, con-
trarytoa lotof belcf. It wasa
documentary that explored death
ina way thal Faces of Death
could anly dream of. And s the
credits were about to ol the
scrcen vas filled with static for
afew seconds, and then slowly
came into focus and showed usa
Japanese guy dressed as a Samurai.

"The same Samurai T had witnessed for a few brief ma-
ments was back, and this time he was going to show me
EVERYTHING, He took this poor innocent girl and over
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well as sharing the same producer.
Along with this i the fact that ‘Lucky Sky Diamond' feels

like a Guinea Pig movie, but has slightly higher production

values, and has brilliant camera work in comparison.

If Lucky Sky Diamond had in fact been a legitimate entry
into the series, then there s no doubt that the series could
have risen above the controversy and scandal, and survived
for longer than it originally did.
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ful. He had once again changed his method, and was caught
attempting to insert a zoom lens of his camera into the vagina
of a young girl he had found at a park near his home. He was
caught by the girls father, and proceeded to flee the scene na-
ked and on foot, but had left his car behind.

Upon returning to his car, Miyuzaki was arrested by the
police, and readily confessed to his four previous crimes. His
parents went into hiding as soon as his confessions and crimes
had become public. Miyuzaki originally blamed his crimes on
both his deformity and his father, who subsequently commit-
ted suicide by jumping into a river in 1994,

Miyuraki’s two room bungalow was searched by the au-
thorities shortly after his arrest, where officers searched
through his vast collection of VHS tapes, finding that amongst
the many titles were videotapes which contained footage and
pictures of his victims, They als found ane of the infamous
films from the Guinea Pig series, which was believed to have
inspired Miyuzaki, and some reports claim that he attempted
to recreate some of the material from the film. Considering
that some sources claim that he was in possession of ‘Mer-
‘maid In A Manhole’ and others claim it to be ‘Flower Of Flesh
& Blood it is more than likely that it was the latter fo the two.
titles.

‘This of course caused a moral panic, and brought negative
attention to the Guinea Pig film series. Out of the thousands
of titles that Miyuzaki had collected, it was Guinea
Pig that was mentioned in the press and on the
- news.
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tight case, but in reality was nothing mare than begging and pleading to
see my very first horror movie.

‘After many spellbindingstatements such as ‘Please’ and ‘But why?'
my Mother eventually came back swith a rebutta that opened the doors
to-another world of cinema. She said:If gt this movie for you, then 1
dorft want you coming to me aftervards saying that i has scared you or
iven you nightmares. Can you promise that it wori(?

Thad two choices. One was to admit defeat, return the video case to.
the shelves of the video library; and end up going home with another
Doctor Who video, or even video of Care Bears, The second choice
was tostand proud, be polite smile, and then lie through the skin of
my teeth, I chose the latte, and never looked back. The surprising thing
was that at that moment in my life 1 was witness to a film that contained
more gore than I had seen before {even though the ilm in general wasrit
really gory). But it didnft scare me. Tt didn't make me feel sick, and it
Gidn't give me nightmares.

Although, it did't open up doors o a much darker side of cinema
s Tgrew clder T was still 2 squeamish ehild, and would hyperventilate,
or el nauscous during science clsses that involved explaring the hu-
man body and horw it worked. But I vas an avid horror fan, and had wit-
nessed such unbelievable sights repeatedly without feclng sick orlike [
was abaut o fant, Such movies as The Evil Dead, Hellraiser, Nightbreed,
Critters, Jason Goes To Hell and David Cronenberg’ remake of The Fly
had made their way into my collection, and into my heart, Hovever,
there was one movie that spoken about that was considered to be o vil
that it was banned in the UK. A Movie so vile that just utering s tile
could get you inlo Lrouble,or even worse; Delention!

“Thal movie was “The Eorcist

During my ast year atschool 1 had recentlystarted collecting Hor-
ror Magazines like Fangoria along with my usual array of Comic Book
Titles, and read articles about al of these fantastic movies that weren't
availabl in the UK. This was wntil my local supplier had
gone outof business. The internet was a distant drearn at
this paint, and the invention of DVD was waiting for the
- world to make it a ralit,s0 1 did what everyone had to do

back inthe dark days that bestorwed us before Amazon and
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in the franchise. But in all honesty it is a movie that is worth

seeing. Just dorit expect ta be rewatching it of your own

cord. Its more likely that if you watch it again it will be be-
cause you have mentioned it to a friend, and they don't believe
you when you tell them of the films contents.
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the course offorty minutes or so-he hacked her to picces. But 1 vas sl
‘none the wiser on what the (il o this shocking movie wes. Tasked
Sparky, and he didrit knov either. All he knew was tha afer it s fin
ished another shart panese mavi clled “The Android Of Notre Dame
would play. And fo the first time in my ife a horror mavie made me feel
sightly nauseous.

‘We continued to watch, and not long after the sacnurei had fully dis-
membered his victim T was introduced to “The Android Of Notre Dame’
‘which was tame in comparison. T walked away that day with a new goal
Ihad spenta few years leading up to that moment attempting to collect
every fitle on The Video Nastics List, and | was a few short,

However, theinternet was about to make me a very happy man.

After some
searching on sites
like eBay and
Amazon | pur-
chased a Video
Nasty that I never
thought I would
everget tosee. A
Tite film called
“Souf” that was
rumored to have
footageat the end

ofthe movie of a castor crew member being kiled on camera.

Uponits arrival T viewed with cauion. T was intrigued, but 1 didn'
like the dea of watching someone actualy die on camera, even though T
had seen it before in mondo movies and death films, Bat 1 was saved.

‘Atthe end of he flm [ sew a scene that was so obviously fake that it
was unreal, and I sat back feeling slightly deflated. The movie was a picce

of garbage, and [ dont mean that in a good way, But it in
trigued me to know who thought it was a real snuff i,
SoT returned to my computer, and did alittle search. It
¢+ was then that I iscovered that some people,even today,
saw the end scene of that movie and thought it was real
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LSD: LUCKY SKY DIAMOND

Original Title: Lucky Sky Diamond
Alternative Title(s): Rakki $u-

kai Daiamondo s
Release DatefYear: March 11th
1990
Run Time: 60 minutes
‘Writer: Satoru Ogura
Producer: Satoru Ogura
Director: Iz0 Hashimoto

Synopsis:

In all honesty; the best
synopsis that can be given
with this film is that a Japanese
woman wakes up in  bizarre
hospital, and is terrorized.

Sadly; the only copies avail-
able of this movie are bootlegs
that do not have any subitles what so ever. So figuring out
what is going on, and why, is not easy.

“Lucky Sky Diamond” is NOT an entry into the
Guinea Pig franchise. It is understandable why it
would be labeled as such. It was originally released
* by JHV, the distribution company responsible for

releasing the Guinea Pig films on VHS in Japan, as
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that “The Flower Of Flesh & Blood' was a real snuff film, even
though it was purely fictional.

Feeling distressed and concerned, Sheen proceeded to con-
tact the FBI and inform them that he had witnessed a video
that showed a Japanese man in a Samurai suit kidnap a young
‘woman, tie her to a bed, il her veins with a drug that would
make pain a pleasurable experience, and then proceeded to
dismember her slowly over the course of three quarters of an
‘hour, In short, Sheen claimed to have seen a snuff film.

‘The case was placed in the hands of FBI Agent Dan Cod-
ling who contacted Sheen and informed him that an investi-
gation led by the FB, in conjunction with the Japanesc au-
thorities, was to take place. The makers and producers of “The
Flower OF Flesh & Blood" were questioned by the Japanese
authorities on several occasions, and were forced (o appear
in court. Upon their summons, The film makers were given a
chance to prove that the video was nothing more than make
upand special effects

‘They proceeded to show the members of the court an
extensive look at behind the scenes footage from ‘The Flower
Of Flesh & Blood’ where they showed how the film was made,
and that all actors involved were alive and healthy before, dur-
ing & after flming took place. This footage was later spliced
together as a documentary for the DVD release of “The Flower
Of Flesh & Blood”.

Sheen by this point had waged a personal war against the
series, and along with reporting the series to the MPAA (Mo-
tion Picture Association Of America), Sheen
actively and publicly took part in making sure
that series was not imported or exported around
the globe any more. Because of this; British cus-
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understandable that even though this man is using tools such
as saws and knives, that it would still take time to cut through
bane. At one point The Samurai begins to cut through the
skin and flesh of the young womans shoulder in an attempt
to remover her arm, but stops to get a hammer and chisel. He
then proceeds to take his time and delicately chisel through
her shoulder joint, which makes the moment even more
ctinge worthy than it already was.

By this point it is clear to see that the aesthetic of being
> ‘Shot-On-Video works extremely well for the se-
S ries. However, there is a let down. A let down that
.. is the sound effects. They sound very reminiscent
to early 1960’s sound effects used on BBC televi-
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Miyuzakis trial
began on March

30th 1990. In an
effort to appeal his
case, he claimed
to be insane, and
turned blame for
his murders away
from his Father, his
deformity, and The
Guinea Pig films
towards his claim
of insanity, and told
the courts that his.
aller-ego, known as
Rat Man, was re-
sponsible and had
‘made him commit
the murders against his will o resutrect his dead grandfather,
Miyuzaki had even gone as far as to draww Rat Man in a car-
toon form during the trial which took place at Tokyo District
Court.

‘This led psychologists to become divided in their diagno-
sis of Miyuzaki. Some of whom believed that Miyuzaki was
suffering from Multiple Personality disorder, and was una-
ware that what he had done was wrong, while others believed
that Miyuzaki was both sane and aware of the gravity of his
crimes.

‘Tsutomu Miyuzaki was declared sane, and it
was made aware that he was nothing more than
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the bodies, sexually assault them, and then leave with their
clothes. Miguzakis frst victim (Mari Konno, Aged 7) was
left to decompose, However, he had a change of heart, and
chopped off her hands and feet (which he kept in his closet at
‘home). He also removed several of her teeth, and then pro-
ceeded to burn the body in his furnace, and used the charred
bones that remained to make a powder.

He then sprinkled the powder into a box, along with some
of Mari’s teeth, photographs of her clothes that he had taken,
and a postcard that read: ‘Mari. Cremated. Bones. Investigate.
Prove.

After his arrest it was discovered that Miyuzaki was notori-
ous for tormenting the families of his victims with postcards,
photographs and lelters detailing every last detail of what he
had done to his victim(s). He even sent a morbid postcard to
the family of Erika Nanba (aged 4) that used words cut out of
magazines that read: ‘Erika. Cold. Cough. Throat. Rest. Death.

But what is even more horrifying is that the police found
that all of the families of Miyuzaki's victims had a connection.
They were all persisted with nuisance phone calls, The caller
on the other end would remain silent. If he called and the
‘phone wasn't answered he would let it ring for up to twenty
minutes. The caller was non other than Tsutomu Miyuzaki.

For his last Victim, Ayako Nomoto (aged 5), Miyuzaki
decided to change things with his method of killing. He took
Ayako to his home, where he videotaped the body, drank her
blood, and proceeded to eat her hands.

On July 23rd 1989, Miyuzakd attempled to add
a fifth victim to his kill lst, but was unsuccess-
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sion shows. In fact, it would be reasonable to say that they
come across as extremely cartoonish.

For instance; After the samurai has finished dismembering
his victims limbs he decideds to remove her head. But when
he does this her head shoots off across the room and hits a
wall. The moment the head makes contact with the wall you
find yourself close to giggling because the sound effect that is
used sounds like the sound effect that is most commonly used
to represent a pistol being fired.

Although, in all fairness, it is hard to notice these faults on
first viewing due to the visceral nihilism that is taking place
on screen. It’s nasty. It brutal. Its disturbing.

s often a subject of debate between fans whether ‘The
Devils Experiment or “The Flower Of Flesh & Blood" i the
better film but it is difficult to come to a definitive answer.
“Ihey're both faux snuffilms that run for roughly the same
amount of time. They have both caused controversy around
the globe, and both tiles are shot in a similar fashion and use
similar styles of cinematography to help make up for the lack
of plot

Hovwever, one thing is for certain, “The Flower Of Flesh
& Blood has disturbed and outraged more viewers than any
other entry in the series.
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a heinous killer who felt no remorse for his actions. He was
sentenced to death on April 14th, 1997; A sentence that was
then upheld in the Tokyo High court on June 28th, 2001, and
at the supreme court of justice on January 17th, 2006,

During his 20 years in jail he was visited by his mother,
who constantly brought him comic books o read. Upon
receiving the news of his father's suicide he claimed to feel
‘refreshed

On June 17th 2008, at the age of 45, Miyuzaki was hung in
a swift execution. His crimes tainted the future of The Guinca
Pig film series, but this wasn't the last time that they would
cause controversy across the globe
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is of a comedic nature (believe it or not). It not the fact that
an American Narrator is used at the beginning of the piece to
lead the viewer to believe that the tale is based on a true story.
16s the fact that in a way it s based on a true story. But we'll
delve back into that a little later on.

Oh, this isihorrible:=

As previously mentioned; An American Narrator sets the
mood for ‘He Never Dies' in a short introduction that 1 found
to be reminiscent of films like Faces Of Gore’ & ‘The Worst
Of Faces Of Death The narrator makes another
appearance shortly after the title sequence, and
;. once again at the end of the film. Which s very
sad as this form of framing device has been used
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by many other film makers, and has proven to be very effec-
tive, but this is not the case with ‘He Never Dies”

After the first appearance of the narrator, the audience is
treated to an introduction to Hideshis character before the
titles work to a Japanese punk song. The opening to the film is
rather week, and the cinematography used to set up the film is
a little lack luster. But never the less, this entry into the series
is highly entertaining, and more plot and character driven
than the previous two installments.

It once again uses the occassional close up to frame the
wonderful gore effects, but it also uses them to frame some
comical moments in the story too. Although, by today’s stand-
ards, most of the jokes in the movie wouldn't be seen as very
funny, and luckily for the viewer, the movie spends more time
on the shock and gore aspects.

Even though we get to see a brief glimpse into Hideshis
work life, we spend the majority of the film in one room lo-
cated in Hideshi’s appartment. It is here where all the visceral
elements take place. The director clearly attempts to build
and amplify the horror elements by stepping up the torture at
every turn, Starting with Hideshi's wrist slitting, which is fol-
lowed by him cutting off his hand, and then moving swily on
to him slitting his own throat before he continues to remove
his body parts.

In general, this is an enjoyable movie, but in comparison
to the two previous entries into the series, It is missing some-
thing, The jump from extreme gorefest to black
comedy is a brave move, and strangely suits the
series, However, the comedy is on the level of be-
ing silly, and almost immature. Especially when






OEBPS/Images/00057.jpeg





OEBPS/Images/00034.jpeg
pens press select and you will see the ‘Snuff Cut’ of the film all
thanks to some inspiration from Charlie Sheen.

Now the other matter that took place was around the same
time as the media started to cover the report that Charlie
Sheen had made, but it was in Canada and not the US that it
took place, and it effected a certain band's live performances,

‘The Industrial Metal Band, Skinny Puppy; were in the
‘midst’s of recording their
‘Cleanse, Fold and Manipulate’
album when they were intro-
duced to a video called ‘The
Flower Of Flesh & Blood.

Like Sheen, the band mem-
bers were shacked at what they
saw, and it affected them in a big
way. It was because of this film
that the band wrote a song called “The Mourn' which then be-
came the fifth track on the aforementioned album. They wrote
the song about “The flower Of Flesh & Blood” and included
such lines as “There Sits a Doctor Murder Samurai. During
live shows they would make sure to pay respect to the young
wwomen they had witnessed being dismembered by playing
this song.

‘That was until they found out that it wasn't a real snuff
movie. Upon this realization the band continued to play the
song live, but with a twist. When they played ‘The Mourr’ A
projector was used to show footage from ‘The Flower Of Flesh
&Blood' during the performance, and even to
this day when the band play “The Mour! they still
show this footage to the audience.
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Devils Experiment’ and that this sub title was added on ata
later date.

‘The viewer is then subject to a 41 minute show reel of a
young woman being tortured in many ways, that include both
‘physical and psychological torture.

‘This installment is infamous for one scene of torture im-
paticular, A scene that has sickened and grossed out even the
most die hard Gore hound. Sadly, this is probably the only
redeeming part of the installment, as it is such an amazing usc
of hands on special effects. Remember; This is way before the
days of CGI.

"The scene in question is when the young lady who has
already been lortured by means of being hil, having her finger
nails ripped out, and having boiling hot oil poured across her
skinis then subject to having a needle pushed through her
eye.
But this doesn't happen how you may picture it in your
‘mind. The men who have been committing these heinous acts
begin by holding her eye open, leaning her head back, and
then pushing the needle through her temple at an angle in
order for the needle to penetrate through the back of her eye,
causing a lot of blood to seep from the eye socket, before it
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BLOOD, SWEAT & CHARLIE SHEEN

Every one knows who
Charlie Sheen is. spe-
cially in today’ climate.
However, it is not his
attitude and way of life
that shocks people the
most. I his connection
to a certain entry in the
| Guinea Pig film series
called “The Flower O

Flesh & Blood:

Tt was in 1991 that Chris Gore, A speaker and writer on the
subject of independent film, first met Charlie Sheen. Some
people say it was at a party, and others say it was during a stag
do. Some even say that it was none of the above, and it was in
fact an evening where Chris Gore invited Charlie Sheen over
to his humble abode. But the one thing that is clear is that on
that evening Chris Gore had begun to rant and rave about
a new video that he had got hold of called ‘Guinea Pig: The
Flower Of Flesh & Blood:

After hyping up the movie, to which it is unknown whether
Gore stressed the point that it wasn't real, Sheen
& Gore sat dawn to watch the video in question.
‘- During the viewing Sheen was shocked and sick-

ened by what he saw, and he honestly believed
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THE FLOWER OF FLESH & BLOOD

Original Title: Guinea Pig 2 - The
Flower Of Flesh & Blood
Alternative Title(s): N/A

Release DatefYear: November
30th 1983

Run Time: 42 Minutes (Snuff Cut:
24 Minutes)

Writer: Hideshi Hino

Producer: Hideshi Hino

Director: Hideshi Hino

Synopsis:

DUBLE FEATURE 22
A young woman is video taped
walking home when she is Kiduapped, and wakes up tied and
gagaed to.a bed in a room, The only other person in the room
is @ man dressed as a Samurai (played by the director, Hideshi
Hino) who drugs her, and then proceeds to dismember her
with various tools before adding her body parts o his gro-
tesque collection of rt and victims.

“The Flower Of Flesh & Blood” is loosely based on Hino's
works of horror Manga, and more specifically a Manga he
made called ‘Red Flower! Later he would use
another one of his Mangds as inspiration on an-
other entry of Guinea Pig. With the exception of
“The Devils Experiment’ this second installment
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Google could help us ind answers to our problens, 1 asked people who
Tthought might know, and I visted shops and stores thet T had never
entered before.

“That was when I discovered a ltle movie store that had opened up
around the corner from where  ived. I stepped inside thinking about
grabbing hold of the laest issue of Fangoria, and maybe a mavie or two
to help fill ooty already vast VHS collection, and soon discovered thet
Twas about to have the best day of my life, even though the little green
Video store didn't stock Fangoria.

Lhad picked upa copy of Pet Semetary instead as 1 el that | needed
to return home with something to add to my collection, But before | got
10 the counter to pay for my goods  heard the owner of the store talk-
ing to a customer about a movie called Tear & Loathing In Las Vegas™
which was due to be released in the cinema in the UK, but hadn't hit the
sereens justyet. However,the pair were talking about the movie s if
they had seen it. Which made my curiosity pek.

I had heard rumors of so called Video Pirates' who obtained movies
that you couldsit get hold off, and they would duplicatethe VHS many
times over; swapping and selling the bounty with other flm addicts,
So1 did something that I wouldrit do novs I did the one thing that only
a young teenager would dere o think of doing. 1 waited patiently until
could be served, and asked the gentleman behind the counter i he had a
copy of ‘The Exaorcist

I'was expecting to give me: look that would clearly communicate bis
disgust of mentioning such an cvil BANNED movie. Bt instead he just
pulled out a VHS tape with alabel that read ‘The Exorcist and informed
me that it would cost five pounds far me (0 add it to my collection.

Needless 0 say; T hadt just met my very firstvideo pirate, and nor
did Ljustobtain a il that [ would repeatedly watch with my small band
of friends.  had just opened my very own Lament configuration, and
the sighis that these people wanted to show me were out of this world
and beyond my imagination.

Twas from there on that T discovered barned and 9
controversial movies. T was introduced to “The Videa Nas-
ties List'and I dined o tiles such as Cannibal Holocaust,

Faces Of Death, Zombie Flesh Eaters & The Texas Chain-
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WHEN THE SMOKE CLEARS

Some of you who are now reading these final pages of this
baok, which T have thoroughly enjoyed writing, are in one:
of two categories. You have either witnessed the Guinea Pig
movies already, and enjoyed one of the only (if not THE only)
books about the franchise. Or you may be in 2 demographic
of people who had not heard of these films before. There is
even the possibility that you have, but you just never knew
how to get hold of them.

Let me tell you; As an avid film fan and collector, in a day
and age where the internet can give us anything that our
blackened hearts can desire, it is still not easy to get hold of
these movies. Even video pirates still have difficulty getting
copies of these movies, and internet professionals who regu-
larly torrent films from supposedly illegal sites struggle.

‘There are even some dark corners of the internet, where
members only film sites and forums share torrents of ex-
tremely rare films hold the treasures that you are looking for.
However, if you choose to go down that road, then you will
‘have difficulty gaining access to these sites.

So 1 will be upfront with you. The hardest entry
to get hold of is ‘LSD: Lucky Sky Diamond’ How-
ever, as this is not an actual entry into the series,
" this shouldn't bother you too much. Although, if
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Itis ramored that Ogura once received a package in the
‘mail that contained a VHS cassette labeled ‘Guinea Pig’ along.
‘with some stills. The stills showed images of three masked
men torturing and killing a young woman, and The VHS tape
showed the whole ordeal. After viewing the contents of the
VHS tape, Ogura reported the incident to the police, who
confiscated the tape and the stills and began an investigation.

‘Whether this rumor proves to be true or not is neither here
nor there, as the mystery surrounding it is what helps to build
the jumping off point for “The Devils Experiment’

In an attempt to make this seem more like a snufl movie,
Unearthed Films went as far as to put on the back of the cover
‘Production, Year, Staff and Cast have not been credited be-
cause this was sectetly filmed by an unknown person’

‘The Devils Experiment begins unlike most movies, and
does not have a lavish title sequence. Instead it has slow scroll-
ing text which explains to the viewer that what they are about
10 sec is the unadulterated snuff film in all of its
glory.

‘Several years ago, | abtained a private video
under the title of Guinea Pig it explains. Tts com





OEBPS/Images/00069.jpeg
It was believed for some time that seventh entry into the
series was circulating under the ttle of ‘Lucky Sky Diamond,
However, this was never an official entry into the Guinea Pig
Series; Even though it shared a lot of similarities.

Officially, The Seventh installment vas known as ‘Gini Pig-
gu7: Zansatsu Supessharu’ or as it is now known as ‘Guinea
Pig 7: Skaughter Special. However, this entry is more of a com-
pilation of gory clips from the previous six entries, and doesrit
really count as a seventh installment as much as it does count
asa quick cash grab from the producers

Each one of these bizarre and life changing films are fre-
quently sort afler by members of the horror commu
over the world, even though they are banned in most coun-
tries. To some they are a right of passage, and to others they
are a metaphorical Holy Grail of the horror world.

Guinea Pig’s roots take place both in the underground
world of film, and within the constraints of Manga. It would
be an understatement to say that they were just a series low
‘budget gore flicks with no artistic merit, even though on the
surface it would be casy to dismmiss them as such. Several gore
flicks have been made in the past, but none of them have ac-
complished what Guinea Pig has, including being the prime
suspects in more than one FBI investigation.

Love them or hate them, they were certainly innovative
on a whole new level of film making, and have
‘been widely celebrated across the globe. And

. even though it is illegal to distribute these mov-
ies in most countries, there are distributor’s such
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with between £30-£45 if you buy this edition from Amazon.

Are these movies worth the money? You better believe it.
Even if you waich them, and you'e lef unimpressed, iisstll
worth parting with the money to get hold of them for their
historicl and controversial value alone. These films in Japan
outgrossed nearly every competitve Hollywood blockbusterin
the cighties, including E.T. And during the era of the video
nasty, “The Flower Of Flesh & Blood” outgrossed ‘Cannibal
Holocaust.

Soif your curiosity has peaked, then you really should treat
yourself, Just remember: Once you've watched them, you can't
unwalch them!

‘Thank you for taking the time to read this book. I sincerely
hope you've enjoyed it.

Fwah Storm.
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MERMAID IN A MANHOLE

Original Title: Guinea Pig - Mer-
maid In A Manhole

Alernative Title(s): N/A

Release DatefYear: July 25th 1988
Run Time: 63 minutes

‘Writer: Hideshi Hino

Producer: Satoru Ogura
Director: Hideshi Hino

Synopsis:

Based on the Manga created by
the director himself; Hideshi Hino
brings a more artistic and dramatic
story to the Guinea Pig Series.

Mermaid In a Manhaole tells the story of an infamous artist
who is attempting to cape with the recent passing of his wife.
Tn doing so, he tries to find inspiration for his art, and wants
10 go back to the childhood places where his fondest memo-
ries were made.

However, his favorite place to be as a child was
a river where he once met a beautiful mermaid.
But that river was covered in tarmac, and turned
into a road. So, in a vein attempt to cling to the
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toms seized several copies of the infamous series, and in one
case began prosecution against a particular horror fan who
attempted to have the entire series imported in to England,
which resulted in the fan receiving a fine of £600. However, it
was made clear to the defendant that if they had found ‘The
Flower Of Flesh & Blood' to have been a real snuff movie, and
not fake, then they would have sentenced him to serve time in
jail.

Because of Sheen's involvement with the FBI media cover-
age was once again raised, and bought attention to the whole
film series, This media frenzy caused by Sheen had inspired
two things to take place.

The first was a nice little nod to the situation when Un-
earthed films, a distribution label in the US, released the film
series on DvD. They made both a Limited Edition Box set
containing the whole film series as well as single DvD’s avail-
able. Regardless of whether viewers bought the box set or the
single DVD' they added a little Easter egg on the disc that
contained “The Flower Of Flesh & Blood” So if you have a
copy of that DvD), then pay attention.

A ‘Snuff Cut’ of the film was made, where all dialogue was.
taken out, reducing the run time of the feature to come in
at around the twenty minute mark. To view this ‘Snuff Cut’
you simply pop your Unearthed Films DvD release of ‘The
Flower Of Flesh & Blood”into your DvD player and wait for
the menu to load. When the menu does load you simply select
‘The Flower Of Flesh & Blood: This will take you to
another menu where your options are highlighted
. a pair of lips. Keep clicking the back button until a

red splatter shows up on a the lips. When this hap-
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Tsutomu Miyazaki was prematurely born in Tokyo, Japan
on August 21st 1962. Due to his premature birth, Miyazaki
was born with a deformity that caused his hands to be fused
to his wrists, making it impossible for him to rotate his hands
without moving his whole forearm, This deformity led to him
being ostracized in most walks of life.

He was described as a lonely child, who would never open
his eyes in family photographs, His parents were hard work-
ers, and both had full time jobs, but they would do \heu' best
to make up for their emotional and
physical absence by bringing their
son gifts. These giffs turned from
hollow gestures into an obsession
for Miyuzaki.

Even though he wes a star stu-
dent when he attended
Itsukaichi Elementary
~ School, he would keep

* himself to himself. His
grades dropped drasti-
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HE NEVER DIES

Original Title: Guinea Pig - He
Never Dies

Alternative Title(s): Shudder!
‘The Man Who Doesn't Die
Release DatefYear: April 10th
1986

Run Time: 39 minutes

Writer: Masayuki Kuzumi
Producer: Satoru Ogura
Director: Masayuki Kusumi

Synopsis:

Hideshi is considered to be AT
nothing more than an aver-
age Joe by himself, and everyone he meets and works with.
‘Unhappy with his life, Hideshi has contemplated suicide on
many occasions, and on the odd occasion, dables with self
harm; Which doesn't work out how it should.

His co-workers at the office either ignore him, avoid him,
or give him as much work as possible. Although, unknown to
Hideshi is that he is about to make a morbid discovery.

While spending yet another evening in his
‘messy appartment, smoking cigarette’s and narrat-
ing his life with foot puppets, Hideshi takes a little
" bit of time to reflect on his life, and believes that
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close up, or ‘money shot’ of the atrocity. This is especially the
case when the young woman has her finger nals ripped out,
and when her eye is pierced with a needle.

Ifyou're expecting the Luxury of dialogue to feature in this
installment, then you may walk away a little disappointed.
‘While there is a small amount of dialogue in the feature, it is
obvious to see that all lines were ad-libbed and many consist
of shott, brief insults being spit towards the victim. But don't
et this taint your perception of the acting involved within this
installment.

Even though The Devils Experiment is more of a psy-
chological picce designed to both show off the talents of the
special effects creators, and to disturb and shock it’s audience;
‘The acting is surprisingly well thought out. Con-
sidering that there is no plot, story or character
. development; this is a great accomplishment, and
during the moments where the acting seems more
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Welcome to

his existence is nothing more than pointless, with no hope of
changing any time soon.

So, with a sense of woe, laced with boredom, Hideshi de-
cides in a spur of the moment attempt to actually slit his wrist
with a stanley knife, and succeeds in doing so, He panic's at
the sight of the wound he has slowly created, and begins to
‘hyperventilate as shock takes control of his body. However, he
soon realizes that the bleeding stops very quickly, and the pain
he felt has vanish

Mythed with his discovery, Hideshi pokes at his deep
wound, and slowly begins to torture himself with various ob-
jects he finds in his abode, and begins to dismember himself,
piece by bloody piece; Discovering that he is the man who
cannot die, and uses this to his gruesome advantage.

‘What makes this installment interesting is not
the fact that this entry into the Guinea Pig series
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THE DEVILS EXPERIMENT

Original Tile: Guinea Pig - The Devils
Experiment

Alternative Tile(s: Unabridged Agony
Release Date/Year: September 5th 1985
Run Time: 43 Minutes

Director: Satora Ogura

Synopsis:

A small group of mysterious Japa-
% nese men test various forms of tor-

ture on a young woman to see how
much pain the human body can take before it gives up and
dies.

Satoru Ogura is more well known for his producer credits
which includes such movies as The Shadow Spirit, Hard Luck
Hero, Princess Raccoon, all six entries into the Guinea Pig
Series, and even produced Lucky Sky Diamond, which has
been mistaken many times for being the missing entry into
the Guinea Pig Series,

But even though Ogura is responsible for producing the
controversial film series, he took it upon himself
Lo also write & direct the first installment which
‘. ywas known as “The Devils Experiment.
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WHAT IS ‘GUINEA PIG?

Tn the 1980’ Britain was
facing scandal unlike any other
that came to be known as The
Video Nasties. A list of over
seventy horror and exploitation
titles that the British govern-
ment was trying to prosecute
under the obscene publications
act. Such titles as Ruggero Deo-
dato’s ‘Cannibal Holocaust was on trial for depicting animal
cruelty, and because many had come to believe that the film
yias the worlds very first snuff movie.

But unknown to the British public was that all the way over
in Japan a serics of remarkable, ground brcaking and sinister
films were about to begin production. These films would in-
evitably cause controversy, and be the subject matter of con-
versation between gore hounds across the world.

‘They would affect musicians and the music they played,
they would be the center of an investigation of a Child Mur-
derer, and they would gain fame and notoriety afier a certain
Hollywood celebrity would view some of their material.

Those films would be known as ‘G Piggy’

wohich when translated into English means ‘Guin-

.. ea Pig. Asix part seres that lso included abe-
hind the scenes entry, causing a ot of fans o claim






OEBPS/Images/00036.jpeg
quite laughable, This is a shame considering the intense pos-
sibiites story line holds.

‘We're treated to such sights as an eye removal from one of
the human test subjects. Which is strange when early on in
the film it is revealed that Dr. Karazawds Sister is suffering
from a terminal heart disease.

‘Then there is the point in the experiment involving the test
subjects tongue. This begins as a moment that has the po-
tential to be extremely cringe worthy. But alas, it takes only a
brief moment before it becomes laughable. This wouldn't be a
bad thing if this installment was going for the black comedy
vibe that was explored in ‘He Never Dies. But this is not the
case.

‘The score that accompanies the film is sombre, even at the
best of times, with a minimilistic atmosphere. Even though
this entry is enjoyable, it is clear to see that it marked the end
of a shocking, controversial and yet strangely prolific series,

Itwas around the time of “Ihe Android Of Notre Dame”
being released that the terrible atrocities caused by the Otaku
Killer had bought unwanted attention to the franchise. ‘The
Flower Of Flesh & Blood’ and ‘Mermaid In A Manhole’ had
been bought to the forefront, leaving ‘The Android Of Notre
Damé out in the cold. Meaning that producer Satoru Ogura
had one last chance to revive the fanbase for the series, and
show the public that Guinea Pig could be hard hitting and
cutting edge, while proving that these films didnt harm any-
one, or rape the mind of innocent men and wom-
en.
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s disturbing or vulgar, but instead conmes with a warning that
hilirioa elEice prevals

‘This entry attempts to return to the more comedic values
that were first explored in ‘He Never Dies. This in turn makes
‘Devil Doctor Woman' stand out from the rest of the series,
and doesn't attempt to take its self seriously. Which in all hon-
estyis a good thing, and makes for an entertaining watch.

‘The lack of narrative also helps to make this a fun install-
ment as we watch the doctor (played by Japanese transvestite
Peler) cure such condilions as Multiple Personality Disorder
in the least suspecting ways you can imagine. The gore and
violence is still there, but all serious tones have
been completely removed.

In many ways, ‘Devil Doctor Woman' has the

“ feel of a Monty Python episode. Violent slapstick
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reappears through her iris. OUCHI!

A friend of mine once told me a story about that particular
scene. He had a friend round for a movie night, and thought
it would be a good idea to invite his brother, and some of his
friends as well, So after he messaged them, they decided to
watch “The Devils Experiment.

‘When his brother arrived with his friends, they walked into
his living room, just as the needle pierced through the front
of the eye, and his brother, upon seeing that moment for the
first time, began to thronw up violently And he is not the first
person to do so upon viewing this scenc.

From the out sct ‘The Devils Experiment’ is a nasty picce of
work that has unintentionally paved the way for a major pro-
g ‘how Japanese Cinema is shol and handled. There
is an air of nihilism through out the 43 minutes of foolage,
and it does not change at any point.

Lam, either one of few or one of many people, who cannot
stand the term ‘torture porn. Especially as the term is used
frequently and without thought to refer to such story driven
gore fests as ‘Saw’ or ‘Hostel. However, as much as I hate to
admit it; It is the most perfect term to describe The Devils Ex-
periment. There is no plot. There is no character development.
‘There is just sheer torture displayed in a manner that is de-
signed ta disturh and shock it’ audience while silently asking
the viewer ‘Why are you stll watching this? No one is forcing
you to watch this, but here you are, eyes wide open, soakingin
the visceral imagery of hell.

Each form of torture through out this install-
ment is reminiscent of pornography in the fact
that once the innocent young women has reached
a devastating point of pain; the viewer is shown a
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into the series has caused controversy
across the globe and had been under
investigation several times. As well as
Deing mistaken for an actual snuff film;
‘The Flower Of Flesh & Blood" has also
been linked on several acassions to be
the inspiration for actual, and very vio-
lent crimes toward innocent victims.
‘There was even a report of a man who
killed a woman in the same way that
the lead character does in the movie.
However, the killer in question was
revealed to be insane, meaning that
The Flower Of Flesh & Blood’ was nat
a trigger for the psychopaths crimes.

This installment is considered by
‘many to be the most disturbing film in
the series, and has even gained fame
after reaching the number eleven spot
of complex.com’s ‘50 Most Disturbing
Movies List. However, on many official
lists of disturbing movies it usually
Tands a spat in the top five.

Tn many ways “The Flovier Of Flesh
& Blood' is both different & similar
1o it’s predecessor. The camera has no
problem in being up close and person-
al when it comes to the gory details,
and even has a similar close up of the
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OBSESSION: THE OTAKU KILLER

In Japan the term ‘Otaku’ is
not a term that is used lightly,
noris it used pleasantly. In
fact, when translated it means
“Nerd’ and is often used to
describe someone who has
an unhealthy obsession with
Anime, Hentai, Manga, Com-
‘puters, Comic Books or Japa-
nese Computer Games. Otaku
is not a term of endearment in
Japanese society, and was used
asa way o name a serial killer
who had taken the lives of sev-

eral Japanese children.

“This man was referred to as “The Otaku Killer'but wasalso
named The Cannibal Nerd, The Little Girl Murderer & Drac-
ula. That was until his arrest in 1989, where his identity was
revealed to be that of Isutomu Misazaki.

Miyuzaki wasnt your average serial killer. He was a pedo-
phile, A Necrophile, A Sadist, A Cannibal and so much more,
He was responsible for the deaths of four Japanese
girls aged between 4 and 7, and his abscene crimes
brought to light a new controversy surrounding
the Guinea Pig Film Serics.
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you think of the elements that are used in the film (torture,
dismemberment, throwing internal organs at people) you
soon realize that these are the very same elements used in the
previous two installments.

‘The real difference that should be applauded by the film
‘maker is that we are treated to moments, before the blood
flows, that are so relatable to any human being that its scary.
We've all had moments of mind bending boredom, and dur-
ing those moments we do some of the most stupid things we
can think of. So does Hideshi. It's only for a few minutes, but
it really does help to create a viewer to character relationship
that is next to impossible to pull off. Yet the director of this
entry has done it with ease!

Now, lets get back (o alitle something I mentioned earlier,
shall we?

I mentioned that this entry is in some ways based on a true
story. In many ways I should really use the phrasing ‘based on
true events. Well, here’s a little something that not many fans
of the franchise know.

After doing an extensive internet search, I discovered that
there have been a few stories about mortal men (especially
one in India) who had managed ta cut off parts of their body
without feeling pain, and surviving in a similar fashion to
Hideshi. It is uncertain how much truth surrounds these sto-
ries, but it is clear that the film makers had heard of them, and
used them as a basis for this entry.

However, none of those stories were used in
. any way (o market or promote the film. This may

explain why this entry is one of the least popular
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considered to be the second entry into the series. Especially
as the title sequence reads ‘Guinea Pig 2’ So this confusion is
more than understandable.

Just like the previous eney, “The Android OF Notre Dameé

brings a science fiction element to the franchise, as well as
exploring a dramatic and artistic tone. The camera work
'has vastly improved in this effort, making this installment a
slightly easier watch,

The actors involved in the project really know how to ham
things up, which is not surprising when you see the props that
they have to work with. But as we know by now, A Guinea Pig
movie is not about exquisite acting. Its about the gory special

effects that have made these films notorious.
However, as gory and as disturbing as the im-
... agery may be in “The Android OF Notre Damé, its
" effects, including the gore, are more often than not
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as Unearthed Films in the US, and XT Video in Austria who
still release collectible editions of these entries for fans to feast
their eyes upon.

So, without further ado, we're going to explore each epi-
sode in the series (including the mis-attributed ‘Lucky Sky
Diamond’) and peek into the darkness that shrouds these gut
wrenching splatter flicks. We're going to unearth some inter-
esting facts about this series, as well as displaying some grue-
some photographs from both in front and behind the camera,
and as a little treat you're going to see some of the cover art
used for these movies, and learn a little bit about their current
availability,

Don't say you weren'l warned!
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that it was a seven part series, that would change the history
of underground and mainstream cinema,

‘These entries included such titles as ‘Gini Piggu: Akuma
No Jikken’ which translated into ‘Guinea Pig: The Devils
Experiment’ and was also known by the alternative title of
‘Unabridged Agony. It also included the most famous entry of
the series which was known as ‘Gin Piggu: Chinilu no Hana'
which translated into ‘Guinea Pig 2: Flower Of Flesh & Blood.
‘These two entries alone proved to be successful on the home
video market, and were notorious for being faux snuff films.

However, after these two entries the series kept it's notori-
cty despite changing artistic dircction. The third entry into the
series, titled ‘Gini Piggu: Senritsu! Shinanai otoko’ became the
hardest of litles to translate, and even though it was originally
titled ‘Guinea Pig 3: Shudder! The Man Who Doesn'l Die’ it
was soon referred to s ‘Guinea Pig 3: He Never Dies. A gory
yet comedic entry that was inspired but a strange phenom-
enon that had been documented in different social circles
around the world.

‘This was then followed up with Za Gini Piggu: Manhéru
o naka no Ningyo' which translated to ‘Guinea Pig: Mermaid
In A Manhole’ which was one of the more artistic entries into
the series, which was based on a Manga by Hideshi Hino, who
had already produced and directed the second entry on the
series.

‘Then came a more bizarre entry called ‘Za Gini Piggu 2:
Notorudamu no Andoroide’ also known as ‘Guinea Pig: The
Android Of Notre Dame. And last but certainly
not least came the sixth installment ‘Gini Piggu
4: Piti no Akuma no Joi-san’ which came to be
known as ‘Guinea Pig: Devil Woman Doctor’
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It vas an incredible journey that shorved me such chilling site, and.
opened upa pert of film history that for the majority of the publicis
nothing more than a rumor: Some peaple worship the Guinea Pig Se-
vies, while others are completely oblvious it and some even think that
‘Guinea Pig s nothing more than an Urban Legend.

Well Let e tell yous I's not an Urban Legend. Guinca Pig s very
el and it has a rich and controversial history. But without that history
such movies s The Ring, The Eye, Old boy, Red Room and many others
would not exist today.

Guinea Pig paved the way for modern Japanese Horror Cinema, and
has even had an effect on Hollywood cinema as wel. But it all came at a

price.

So it back, and enjoy
this book which depicts
tothe best ofitsability
the finer details about the
infamous ‘Guinea Pig
Serics. Thisis a journey

that is NOT for the faint
of heart and some of the
images contained n this
bookare of a disturbing
nature. You vill ither
feel sk, or you wil fall in
Tove with what you're abou 10 see, 5o dont say that 1 dida warn you.

Fwah Storm
(Award winning creatorartstfwriter of ‘Jerich’ & ‘The Fllen: Between
Angels & Insects?)
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‘This can be forgiven, as it is clear that the story is a very
personal one to Hino, and he obviously didn't want to part
with any of the footage. But if he had, then this entry may of
gained more noteriety and praise!

‘Mermaid In A Manhol¢’ does have it's dark elements, that
even by todays standards would be considered as pushing the
envelope a lttle too far. The most easy to mention moment is
when the camera in the opening scene is shawing the viewer
the sewer, and amogst the junk and insects is the carcass of an
unywented baby. Although, unlike the previous three entrics,
itis not the visuals that haunt the audience long after viewing.

‘The soundtrack to this installment is more than haunting
and spooky. Tt plays with the viewer and uses both natural
and synthetic sounds Lo induce a sense of fear entwined with
romance.

‘The camera work is simple, yet effective when limitations
are taken into consideration. Once again, close ups are used
almost as heavily as in the first two entries of the franchise.
However, these are used to shovy the extremity of the mer-
‘maids decay; and to amplify the locations that the characters
arein.

Allin all, it would be a safe bet to say that ‘Mermaid In
A Manhole, despite its runtime, is the casiest episode in the
series to view. The content isn't too heavy and full on, and
features little moments for Hino fans, including a cameo from
the director himself, But don't think for one second that this
makes Mermaid In A Manhole' an easy viewing
experience.
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cally upon attendance to Meidai Nakano High School, causing
his class rank to be 40 out of 56, and consequently he did not
receive the customary admission to Meiji University.

His original lfe intentions were Lo study hard in English in
order to become a teacher, but soon changed when he attend-
ed Junior college, and focused on becoming a photo techni-
cian.

Afier his education, Miyuzaki worked as a photo techni-
cian, and became obsessed with his collection of Videotapes.
Upon his arrest, his collection included over 5,763 vidcotapes,
some of which contained more than one film. He focused on
collecting porn (both hardcore and child orientated), anime,
Hentai, Shasher flicks, horror movies, and abscure violent
filme,

During the day he was a mild mannered employee, but
behind closed doors he was something else. A monster if you
will. A monster with a thirst for depraved acts. His deformity
had through the years effected his mentality.

Between August 1988 and June 1989, Miyuzaki brutally
‘murdered, tortured and molested the corpses of four girls;
Mari Konno (aged 7), Masami Yoshizawa (aged 7), Erika
Nanba (Aged 4) and Ayako Nomoto (aged 5). But this wasrit
enough to bring gratification to Miyuzeki.

Miyuzaki's Modus Operandi was sinister and lengthy. He
would lure little girls into his car, and proceed to take them to
aspecific secluded area of the hills near his home.
Upon arrival he would photograph the girls, and.
. then violently strangle them with his hands. Once

his victims were dead, Miyuzaki would undress
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you really want to view it, then a copy of it is up on Youtube
for anyone to view.

As for the other entries? Well, these are hard to find, but
not impossible. Yet if you do choose to go for a physical copy
of the films, then you may want to save a few pennies before
exploring.

‘Websites like eBay make finding the films slightly easier.
Although, don't be surprised if you're sent a bootleg in the
post. And in all honesty, you should not pay for a bootleg,

You can take a look on the Unearthed Films website (www.
uncarthedfilms.com). They arc the current distributors of
‘The Guinea Pig films in the US, so US residents can get their
copies with ease. UK residents (like myself) can order from
Unearthed films, but we must remember that with laws and
major controversies surrounding these movies, there is a risk
of confiscation should customs randomly decide to open your
order as part of a regulated search

But don't be put off just yet! Luckily there is XT Video, a
distribution company in Austria who have created several edi-
tions of The Guinea Pig films. You can get hold of a four disc
DvD Hardbox edition that is limited to 222 pieces worldwide,
or you can even get hold of the 4 disc DvD ‘Shocking Classics'
tin edition that XT released.

These will cost you a small fortune though. However, XT
do have a regular, bogstandard, 4 Disc DvD edition. This
edition is readily available from certain websites.
Although, to the surprise of may, you can grab this
edition from Amazon, The price fluctuates from |
time to time, but on average, you're looking to part
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victims eye when the samurai gouges it out with a spoon.

“The big difference though is the use of dialogue. For some
viewer's this ruins the realism of the piece, but for others it
creates more depth and shows us how unhinged the samurai
is. The samurai also takes steps to induce fear into his victim
by preparing his taols in front of her before decapitating a
chicken. Upon doing so, the bound and gagged woman at-
tempts to scream, which is exaclty what her killer wants.

He then proceeds to drug the young woman while explain-
ing the effects of the drug; which he claims can cause the
‘young woman to be in a state of ecstacy where she finds pain
pleasurable. Soon after this, he begins to have fun by slowly
dismembering her body; starting with her wrists, and ending
with her head.

Once again, the effects are all practicle and innovative.
‘This film has fooled many people into believing its real, even
though there are plenty of tell tale signs that show the viewer
that it is clearly fake. The rigging
of these effects were caught on
camera and used in a court case
against the film makers to prove
that The Flower Of Flesh & Blood
is NOT a real snuff film.

‘The one surprising change that
adds to the realism is the pacing
of the dismemberment. In “The
Devils Experiment’ everything
felt like it was drawn
out, and long winded.
However, in thisin-
stance, it is completely
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mentary said “This is a video of an experiment on the break-
ing point of physical corrosion of people’s senses But it was, in
fact, an exhibition of devilish cruelty 3 perpetrators severely
abused and killed 2 young woman.

If the rumors are true, then the inspiration for this film is
extreme in its own right, even more so than the contents of
the film its self. However, if they are false (which is a huge
possibility), then the dedication and crafismen ship in crafting
this rumor for marketing purposes is nothing short of genius.

‘We have all heard urban legends before; especially of the
existence of snuff. Yet the urban legends of snuff films exist-
ing s just as plausible as them not existing. We live in a day
and age where people with big bank accounts are mare than
happy to throw money (o the production of anything from
independent movies, to pornography, so why would snuff be
any different? Even now, in the day and the age of the inter-
net and ever advancing technology there is a divide between
people who claim that snuff exists and people who claim that
it doesn’t.

‘The scrolling text then states ‘NOTE: “Guinea Pig” is de-
fined as any experimental material. This i a very fitting and
apt piece of text to include in the opening entry of a film se-
ries that s highly experimental on more than one perspective.

Once the text has finished, the screen fades from black
toa blurry videotape style establishing shot that gives the
viewer a moment to breathe before the torture begins. There
is a soundtrack of creepy and very atmospheric music that is
extremely haunting, Which is then proceeded by a
low budget title card that just simply says ‘Guinea
Pig. This has often led viewers to believe that the
original title of the first installment was not ‘The
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location and his child hood memo-
ries, the artist goes into the sewer
system underneath the road that
covers his long lost river, where
he finds the mermaid he met asa
child.
But something isn' right. The
.1 mermaid is sick, and is in need of
;. medical attention. So without haste
" the artist takes her back to his
‘home, where he cares for her and discovers that she is infected
with a life threatening discase that causes her skin to break
out in boils, pustuals and lascerations.

The artist decides to paint the mermaid by using the puss
and blood that is leaking from ber very pours, in order o
keep her memory alive,

Inifs own right; ‘Mermaid In A Manholé' s a very ro-
‘mantic piece. This is hard to believe considering the contents
of the first three instalments. However, the artistic tone that
reflects the sensibilites of the lead character bring a certain
charm to this film. That doesn't stop the movie from giv-
ing the audience moments that can only be described as skin
crawling.

For fans of Hino, ‘Mermaid In A Manhole' clearly has his
stamp on it, regardless of the source material being one of his
own creations, But this doesn't save the movie,

By that, I mean, it doest't change the fact that the
.. runtime isa litle too long for a beautiful story like
this one.
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DEVIL DOCTOR WOMAN

Original Tile: Gulua Pig - Devil Docior Worman
Alternative Title(s): N/A
Release Date/Year: September
10th 1986

Run Time: 52 minutes
Writer: Satoru Ogura
Producer: Satoru Ogura
Director: Hajime Tabe

Synopsis:

“Devil Doctor Woman' is the
sixth and final installment of The
Guinea Pig Franchise. In this en-
try we take a look at the devil doc-
tor woman herself; A proclaimed
doctor without alicense who is
curing her patients in novelty
ways that make sure they won't
ever need medical assistance again.

Acting like a sick sketch show, We're shown strange discas-
esand absurd visuals with a black comedy edge.

“Devil Doctor Womar! was originally intended
to be the fourth entry into the Guinea Pig Fran-
chise, but was released as the sixth installment.
Unlike its predecessors, this entry comes with a
warning, Not a warning stating that the content
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THE ANDROID OF NOTRE DAME

Original Title: Guinea Pig - The]

Android Of Notre Dame
Alternative Title(s): N/A
Release DatefYear: March 215t
1989

Run Time: 51 minutes

‘Writer: Yoshikazn Iwanami
Producer: Satoru Ogura
Director: Kazuhito Kuramoto

Synopsis:

Aworn out and frustrated
scientist, Dr. Karazawa, has um“ s Edition
dedicated his days to finding
a cure for his sister, who is suffering and slowly dying from
a grave illness. However, in order to save his sister from her
condition, Dr. Karazawa needs a guinea pig (see what they did
there?).

One day a stranger enters Dr. Karazawals existence and of-
fers him the guinea pig he needs in order to save his sister. But
the human guinea pig comes at a price. A very high price!

As his sisters heart becomes weaker, Dr. Karazawa accepts
the strangers offer, and so begins a nightmarish .
journey that doesn't end well,

“The Android Of Notre Dame’ is sometimes
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“The point whore introvert, maybe she'll have a chance one day but the
world watches’

~ The Mourn, Skinny Puppy
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NTRODUCTION

Ever since 1 was  childthe existence of rare and banned cinema fas-
cinated me, along with various other subjects. However, geoving up the
way 1 did, ook to film and cinema very cacly on. 1 as a sensitve child,
and at firstcertain sights and subjects had a strange effect on me,

Asit turned out, Twas 2 squeamish child, and every now and then
some sort of material would come my way, and make me feelsick to.
my stomach. A lotof these subjects were surrounding biology and the
human bodss which | discovered didsi it right with me vhen L vas at
school. Later on some of these subjects showed up in flm. This didaft
help me what sa ever. T was already governed by strict parents who were
ellbent that ifa movie was rated ‘L8’ that I wouldsi' see the movie until
Iwas18.

Soits not really surprising that at the weekends when my parents
would treat me and my brothersto  tip to Flicks,our local yideo -
brary,that I would see the stunning artwork to the covers o such movies
as ‘A Nightmare On Elm Street Part 4 and upon asking if  could rent
‘that’ movie | wes met with instant denial of access.

However, somelhing amazing happened.

On one of those weekend trips T couldn' find anything that T wanted
towatch, until my eyes locked on fo the cover art of a movie called
‘Monster Squad: I was only eight years old, and the movie was rated ‘15"
by the Britsh board of lm clasifcation, and I didat care. 1 had to see
it The artwork was Gothic, but somehow vibrant, and depicted a group
of kidssat on a spooky laoking car, and abave them in great detail was a
picture of Dracula shorwing his almighty fangs, while being surrounded
by The Wolf man & Erankensteiris monster.

So1did what any child would do. 1 proudly picked up
the video case for ‘Monster Squad'and walked confiden-
tially up to my Mother. T proclaimed that T would like to
view that particular movie, and T was once again met with
denial. o I stated what I thought atthe time was an ai-
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PCKNOWLEDGMENTS:

‘This book would not be possible if it wasrit for the true horror fans that I

have met along the way, who together are just a small minority of people

who kept the Guinea Pig films alive, along with such distributors as Un-
earthed Films & XT Video.

‘The horror community is strong, and filled to the brim with die hard
fans, who in the face of diversity still take a stand to protect what is most
saced to them. They take time for others, regardless of the walk of fe
they may originate from, and do what they can to help fellow fans dis-
cover new films that will change their lives. Fans such as Gary Baxter do
so0 by organzing fan run events like ‘Cinema Surgery’

‘These are the people who also go out of their way to look after their
friends and family, as well as strangers they meet along the way, even
though they are often ostracized by many because of their tastes.

“To not acknowledge these individuals in this book would be a bigger
travesty than any horror story we have heard or witnessed in our lives
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Hovever, one person on a forum had posted about a game he would
play a house parties He would tuen up with beers, and in his back
puckel he would have a D¥D-R with no writing on it, Thal DvD-R
wauld contain a copy of ‘Simuff*and he would wat untilthat quiet mo-
ment at the party where everyone was reaxed and open to the idea of
relaxing with a movie to put inhisltle movie,

He would clain that it was & copy of & new movie, and would pur-
posefully skip to the end sequence and see everyone’s reaction. AsT
read on T became intrigued. He mentioned that same would believe it
was real and act disgusted, until h told them it was fake, and every one
would laugh. Then one day he got hold of a movi called August Under-
ground: So he made a copy of August Underground, and nsed that ata
house party,But the resuls he got ere compltely different, When he
claimed that it was fuke nobody believed him, and he was even assaulted
by one member of the party because they believed that he ovned an
actual snuffflm.

S searched high and low for ugust Underground' and found out
that the penalty for being caught with a copy of this mavie in the UK.
could resultin a fine that was stupidly high, and a couple of yearsinjal.
‘Which made the moment even beter when both August Underground
and “hugust Underground’ Mordunt arrived at my house safe and
sound.

‘These movies were insanel They looked like they were ral, but they.
‘werenit, It was the most convincing faux snuff that I had ever seen.
once again returmed to my computer totry and find out more about
the film maker, Fred Vogel, who I later on made friends with, and was
intrigue to find mare movies of this sick caliber

Upon my search  discovered such movies as Slaughtered Yomit
Dolls & Faces OF Gore....and altle Japanese movie called Guinea Pig:
‘The Fower Of Flesh & Bloodt So swithaut haste | ordered copies of these
banned gems.

‘When they arrived I viewed Guinea Pig, and was de-

Tighted to see hat the Samurai had once again returned to ..
my screen. T finally found the holy grail that Twas looking

for, and to my surprise I bad found allofthe other movies
associated in the series.
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saw Massacre, Which was when I noticed that the people who use to
make fun of me for being ridiculously squeamish even though I enjoyed
harror movies were beginning ta fear what movie T would show them
next. Tn fat, clearly remember showing ny friends  copy of Cannibal
Holocaust, and while I watched in awe one of my friends was too busy
being sick to even keep his eyes on the sereen

Asthe years passed T became more of a friend to the Video Pirate who
ovned the litle green movie store. T had become a regular customer
who would purchase such pirate videos as Straw Dogs & Men Behind
‘Ihe Sun, Until one Christmas came where he was tipped off tha the po-
Jice were going to raid his store. So he trusted me 10 take home ll of the
pirate VHS he had kept at the store in order to keep him safe from being.
artested, and told me that T could watch as many of them as 1 liked, and
as payment for doing him a favor  could keep a fevs ofthe ites that |
enjoyed walching the most
“Ihat was a very gory Christmas.  feased on such delights as Night-
‘mares In A Damaged Brain & John Carpenter’s new movie ‘Vampires’
which was still e to be seta relcase date. But there was one tape n the
collection that was unmarked. No label.Just a plastic case of analogue
mystery, and even though I feared the possibility o it eing a snuff
movie, I wanied to kaow what was on (hat tzpe. Sa I popped it info my
VCR, wrestled vith the fact that maybe it was just blank, and hit play.
‘What I saw was something I would never forget. On screen was a
Japanese man who was dressed 25 a Samurai,and he had already tieda
young Japanese woman to 2 bed, before he began to dismember the poor
woman, | was shocked at whal T saw. Not because of the content, but
becauseafter oly two minutes of vewing my VCR decided to chew up
and snap the tape, making it impossible to be viewed again.
Fora second I thought that [ had posibly discovered a snuff flm,
butit didn' take long for me to laugh that idea off and realize that  had
found something new: Something dacker. Something dis-
turbing, Something that could show me the truly dak side
of cinema.

+ The only problem i I never knew what the title o the

strange Japanese torture movie was.
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forced and wooden, your attention is taken away by the sights
that you are subjected to as a viewer.

If anything, “The Devils Experiment could easily be seen
as a right of passage among gore hounds. Its notoriety is not
as strong as it is with “The Flower Of Flesh & Blood; but it is
strong enough amongst hardcore fans of extreme horror. On
the popular video hosting website, Youtube, there are several
reviews of ‘The Devils Experiment; and even a handful of re-
action video’s; where the reviewer will film themselves watch-
ing ‘The Devils Experiment’ so that others can see what sort
of an effect a film like this has on the majority of it's audience.
Fven though the entire series was ‘Shot-On-Video' it’s
transfer to DvD has held up extremely well, and helped to
allow fans of the franchise to view the series without the aid
ofa VCR. However, “The Devils Experiment’ was a film that
thrived on it's grainy video texture, causing it to have more
a ‘snuff” aesthetic, which hasn't been lost entirely upon it's
DvD transfer. It has lost some of that gritty feel, making it
look cleaner than an analogue image should. Although, this
is only a troublesome effect if you are the type of viewer who
only watched Hollywood Blockbusters that are designed ta be
cleaner than clean,

Allin all The Devils Experiment is NOT an easy watch,
and docsnit hold a great amount of rewatchability. However,
from the stand point of a collector and/or Gore hound, this
isa film that is a must for your archive, just for
that moment when a friend comes round, looks.
through your collection, and makes the mistake of |
asking you ‘What's this ther'?
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humor takes control, with weird concepts that play out
as unique sketches, and the well developed special effects
have been replaced by comedic acting, and cheap throw
away effects that help frame the slapstick humor ina
subtle way.

Regardless of what this entry in the Guinea Pig fran-
chise holds, it doesn't take away the chilling effect that

the first two installments had. Even when the viewer is given
such moments as the human cuisine taster session; where
various body parts, including genitalia, are on the menu.

If anything needs to be said about this entry; and the af-
fect it held on the series, it would be the fact that out of all the
deaths a franchise could face; ‘Devil Doctor Woman' is a good
death,
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