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Themes in the work of Takashi Miike -

In trying to interpret the films of Takashi Miike, it is tempting to start from the premise of his
work as genre cinema. After all, his films would seem to be quintessential examples of genre
filmmaking and in the first six years of his career as a director Miike worked almost exclu-
sively in the V-cinema industry, which is predominantly genre-based.

However, the director’s position in relation to genre cinemais an ambivalent one. Miike
maintains that he is not at all concerned with genre when making a film, that whichever
genre his film ultimately belongs to is for others to decide. Although many of his films can be
classified as being of a spegific genre, it becomes clear when watching them that they rarely
adhere to the rules of the genre and the expectations the viewer has of it. Take Dead or
Alive for example. We could classify this as a yakuza or gangster film, but the film's finale
would seem to have more in common with science-fiction than with the gangster genre.
Likewise, Audition could be said to combine elements of romance and horror, and Tennen
Shéjo Mann Next of romance, horror, mQrtiaI arts and comedy.

Though his films are often described and interpreted as intentionat attempts at ‘gen-
rebending’, delivering conscious comment on genre is rarely the source of the combina-
tions described above. If a director does not feel tied to genres and does not take genre as
his starting point for making a fiim, then he is free to incorporate elements from any source
to get his message across. That source can be a cinematic genre, but just as easily a per-
sonal memory, a real-life event or the director's own imagination. When a filmmaker is free
from the conventions and rules of a genre and free to incorporate elements as he sees fit,
then the result can often appear as a combination or a re-invention of genres, or the bend-
ing of genre rules. This is especially true if the film is presented to an audience as being a
genre work, as a result of which that audience will adjust their expectations accordingly and
take the genre as the starting point for interpreting the film.

Most of Takashi Miike's films are offered to him as packaged projects, often with a screen-
play finished and main cast already decided. He works as a director-for-hire rather than
being involved from the start with the deveiopment of the screenplay (in his entire career he
has only been credited once for involvement with the writing, on MPD-Psycho). Many of the
projects he is offered will inevitably be genre-based. The Japanese film industry offers its
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