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Unwrapping Zombies

How many 3inchthick “Ulimts Guides 10 nd “Camplsta Encyclapacias of” the somble
gonro are hers ot thara? Planty onlns, to0. By complatit, for completss.Tho aquisic
Romera snd Fuli fare, uro knode.offs and Asian mutaions, nods o the B&W V00400 era
and whatnot ars sl thers, save for tho occasional missad ila (and 1t face I, hore's 3
brood of ntpiking superfan that just ives for polnting that st ut, s0 sveryone's NappY).

However,most al ofthe ombi madia surveys {and thlrsnarky ricstool) have tragically
Notjust an abscur fim,notJust a variant 1641, but o las than SIX thoatricalyreeasedt
ims (one a big hit and  piaco of history in fact, allof them readil avaiable on various
Home video formats, and now oning aither in chunks or in whole fom the old yo-1o-ho
allroad. An oo sub-gonro,ignored, or justunknown.

Born of rusustion, here thon is my atempi 1 rght hat, and brng thess overlooked flcks

nto tho zombia canon whoro they should have boen garring a cul following al lon:

Zombio zaslos, Romera-maniacs, Fuli-fanatic...1 give you Maxico' long unrecognized
of zombia — tha reanimated Mummies of Guanajuato!

BUTIyou say, o5 1 bll up it knowing whats coming... MUMMIES AINT ZOMBIES!

Ofcourse they arent Unesrihod bandaged pharaohs, [and vampices and Frankensisins for

s starved moses of rotors we call zombies Bub and Bubbsho-tap are 8 i
Sharks and dolghine,

Bt hore's the thing, thet word “murmmy” — mormia in Spanish — has 8 diflsren conno-
tatlon South of the Border. These momias aront fust tho bandaged Eayptian (or ovan the
Axtec)variery. Theyroalsa th plain and simple un-rotted — nturally mummified i the
‘gontine scloniic sens) from uniquo cimato condins. And i  soics of Maxican fims in
ha 705, hordes of thom pushed thelr way out of raves and catacombs, shambled around
in taterot funralsuits with twistad nightmarish visages, and atscked th Iving with near
mindloss obssssion. Zombie-ks? No, not ks.. [ust ZOMBIE!

The semanticsofthe mattor, tha word momia, has unfortunatsly damnod these movies o
aven furhar obscury thanthe ususl ackof consideration Mexican horror s0 ot gts. m
andlssly rustratod by zombio cnsphiles whao il lvingly suc-offanyihing Spanish oral.
{an nio matar how bad, but have nevor botherad with anything Morican. Sarously gt Zom-
bie Lake's green paint bl off your chins for & it and st last watch »dsmembored
You-Tubo varson of Las momias o Guanaluato. 566 what you've besn missingal s ime.

Not convinced? Scared of it un-subied Sparish grindhouss? Read on.This book s
il sboutthe iferences betwaen Masican mummiss and Mexian zombies, and from the
Bhotos prosantd | think ho make-up olone wil be enaugh to pique somo curiosiy (and o
Sendts fow absossive-compulsives nto & buying and video shel e-oranging fronzy)

18 s momiss!

KETH S, RAINVILLE
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Sunny, beautiful GUANAJUATO,

where THE BEAD DON'T ROT!

Arthor nocossary pronunciation losson for most o us
Guanalusto — GWAH-NA-wah o0

Porhaps the tongus-twisting name of the zomble capi-
s o Mexico played 3 part In keeping those fims con-
ned 1o the Spanish-speaking world?

Guanajuato Is a Spanish Colonia ciy known for pro-
fle siver mines, being the birthplace of Diego Rivera,
oh...and over 100 sccidentally preserved corpses on
dsplay in om of the worlds most macabra mussums.

Beginning In the 1860s, remarkably un-
(oted remaing have besn uncorthed
fom the San Sabastian camatery. Can-
ficting theorics cradit the  high-alkal
sl or the lack of humidity spoiing
sbove-ground tombs, but elthor way
s percentage of the chys long buried
caad hava not turmed o sshes or dust.

The naturally mummified dead, said to
be exhumed for reasons of space, or
norpayment of ‘burial taxes' imposed
by the local govermment, have bosn a
curiosity on display 1o the public in one
way or another since theie discovery.
A modern museum with bodies under
glss has raplacad th old opan cata-
combs where the dead wera propped
up ko vl lowors at a school dance.

“An embarrassment of horror”

Ray Bradbury brought tho gristinoss of Guanajuato
o lght with his 1947 short story The Next In Line.
A dystunctional vacationing American couple drive to
Guanauato and take in the taboo momis i
soma devastating psychological resuls. Bradbury do-
sribod tho catacombs with a postry of porsonal foar
oqual to thatflt by hischaracters
There was an embarrassment of horor. You
storted with th frst man an your right, hooked
and wired upright against the wall, and ho was
ot good to look upon, and you wont on (o the
worman next o him who was unboliovable and
then 10 3 man who was horrendous end then to

awoman who was vory sory sho was dead and
nsuch o placo a3 this.

And ater:
They wero seroaming.

They loaked as f they had leapad, snapped up-
rightin thir graves, clutched hands over thair
ehriveled bosoms and scroamed, jaws wide,
tongues out, nostris flarod.

And boen frozen that way:"

Bradbury was really on targot with the true horror of
th mummified. Batwoon rigor morts and the stretch-
ing of dry skin and muscle, many of the doad have
‘gaping open mouthe a5 if caught in  death shrick.

Butin a country where skeletalimagery s as common
a holday theme a5 Santa Claus, and death in't some-
thing to hide your head In the send from, such oth-
erwise terrfying slements are air game, even for the
Tikes of s super hero action film.

S01n 1970, producer Rogello Agrasénchez set out for
Guanajuato with three legendary masked wresters
and sparked an entire sub-genre of the zombia film.

Wrostlors? Suparheroes? Read on, 'l expln...
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El castilo de las momias
de Guanajuato cis:orme wummies or cuanasuato

Procucionss Filmicss Agrasénche, 1972 ro Rogatio Agtasinches: i T Novsro; Adat: Laue Marshat Story: Rogslo

Assinches Potos Aonlo s Wl Sarnardo Seranc; At i Jog Luts Urivi

e Nacho Chiv At i Rgoberta

CAST Superain, Bue AngelTinebies,2uima Flad Nora), Maris Salom (i
ol npector L Quintanila [0 Smrmons). Titoovar (D T, FafslLanurs. (dosor who sonds Simrmons), Jorgs

 Jima Humbarto U. aka Humberio Cabaras]

Fogtin (it herahman ofTaner, Alex Aarssénches fn of O, Simmens), Catos Biovs  Frnindes“CorHilo Jos Ly

Urgusts (Simmon’ gardener

The fianchise makes a comeback in this thied nst
ment The casla i quastion is that of Dr Tannar,an ab-
solutly sacistc mad scantist of rapily faiing health.
His schome to got betoris autré to sy theleast.

Tinieblas takes aver as head banana tis time, turing
e coutrysida in 3 VW bus with Blua Angal and the
goldlam clad Superzan. They come across o lounge
singor plyed by reakIfe burlesqua sansation Zulma.
Flad broken down on the sida of th road, help ix h
i, then take in one of the coolest musical numbars
in the niire lucha-hero genro. Meanwhile, our mad
doc and  squad of ltle-hanch-peoplo don white druid
robe ight out  Joy Division video snd head on down.
o the cametary for a e black magc. Chickens ara
Ko, spel road and graves burst, with a dozen or
so 20mbies now waking the earth controlled by ulta-
sonic command whiste

Ho sonds them on a mad Kidnapping bings, snatch-
g men, women, even Kds from playarounds. The
cim wove yields ona of the unies scanes over, o
s momia breaks intoa spa but cat manago 1ol tho
chunky woman goting hor nais doro. Dropping he,
ho 0pt for a slender salon worker instead. Why

o cary tha ight extra
snd improvised, only o havo tho gff oftin the movio
for running time? Dossirt mate, It bllant!

‘good folk being kidnapped? Well,
Tanner naeds an sliir made from the blood of teri
e, suffring innoconts to stay alive, 0 ho refurbs
s wing of is Iab a5 @ medieval torture dungeon and
has the zombies 60 1o town an the locals — tortura
hesl, hot pokers on the flssh, you nams it. For a
gonve built on family audiances, s of urn t sado-
own i rathor surprising. | mean, nobody expects the
Zombie Inquisiion]

T haross, in tum, tako their sweet ime interview-
ing prcsts and comotery wiorkers looking for conse-
crated graves and researching old text in the library
(because only masked wresters can do this). Oh, and
Suparzan hs  ile dfenso bout, so thoy tako that
ight offas woll

When the zomiss ransack an enira vilage, seting it
ablaze i finally gives tho wrostlors an sy onough
rail back to the torturo castle, and the batl s on. This
is the lrgest peck of zombies faced in any of the mo-
mia ficks, and therd' only thres lucha-neroes, but for
tunataly 1) Mexican zombies can't undo knotted rope,
and 2) unless spocificaly commandod o dofond the
b and ight the wresilers,they Just stand there doing
nothingl I ove this idea, momias are only o5 ffecive
25 their managament. Ono guy aslesp at the whistlo
andits zombios ho-tied to troes and a lab n flames..

The zomas rising from the earh,for once s cool to
560.They look groatagain,and inafow sconos tako tho
stiftlogged, armsoutsrstched zombis walk o new
helght. Their antics are truly memorable, aspecialy
the spa scans, then later when one of them nearly
stamps a baby's head 1), stopped only by Superzans
Hal Mary fying body tackle.

Tiniablas cuts  graat herofc figuro here. Suparzan (the
nam was a cross butwoon Suporman and Tarzan) was.
a futuristic superhoro in fims before making the leap.
t0the ing, & reverse of the ususllucha-haro format

Antonio Rulz put some syle Into the fiht scenes —
fish-aye lonses, frantlc movements. 1 siso dig the off-
beat Bemardo Serano score, it sor of creeps up on
You, a5 odd and oftilte a5 he rost ofth flm.

Itakes time to ot going, bt on Cstlstars de-
Tring i shoca. WOWI Soe i st or e canast
of the Biody necro-masochiem o the checsy sets
Taht ot of Foctra Woman and Dyna Gi You worft
bosory. @

* Zombies torture scantily-clad
women in & mad scientist’s lab

* Notorious baby stomping scene!

« Best stiff-leaged zombie staggering
ever put on film.
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El robo de las momias
de Guanajuato i orme vummies or cuanasaro

AgtsincharCiamtogeificaTikol, 1972 Prod Rogelio Agrasinchas L i Tt Novao: Adspiatio:

Fncinco and Wit oroyes Stor: ool Agrosanchs: ot Anania s o Rfed Caron rod Mnar Hebero

v . Prod Coort:RafolLanuss At Prod:Lic. R

isioges Rec Robero Mooz
A5 i iscars, B Angal, € Rayo do

. Riosales Durin,Ermesto Fuorios . At Dir Joaé Lus Uruits:
. Angl Comacho Comers: Loronzs Contorss Spoial F: Eduardo Danil Makous: Vicori Cats R ec: Ricardo Sadivar

500, o César Aqrasinahe (Eiin, Msbol Luns (An) T Novaro (Count

N e Calqoso), Caros Fiueran (Tomas),Rafael Roxaio, Ansbels Portil, end G, Ky Resanhoss

Oncs agsin the disintared dead go missing from the
catacombs of Guanajuato, but this ime its not of thelr
ow voltion!

Man-out of ime Count Cagliostr, dressed t© the
8t contury gils to0ls nto town In 3 horse-drewn
wagon attended by 2 grim resper. This occult villin
tands n strk contrast to the futuristic laboratory of
is now partnerin-crimo Dr. Raymond. Togethor they
s2ek 3 uranium. ke or, and 1 harvest th deady fuel
Cagliostro uses & magi spel rom an anclant Egyp-
fan crol to revive the corpses of those who died in
he silver minas. Tha doctor implants rabolic control
soxes i thir brains, and immuno to the diry radia-
don around them, they get to pckin’and shovelln:

Withthe poica usalss 3¢ usual,thethef of this om-
o workforca f nvestgated by  10-year old strest ur-
chin nd his shoe-shine man compadra, who is luckly
good fiends with vetaran momis fighter Ml Mascan.
s.In this ilm Mil opaatos somo sort of WCA where.
sl enmascarados Rayo do Jlisco end Blue Angel
work out with bikni clad go-go girs al day. It takes.
Ihe el o the, but hey avantually discover the
ghoulsh mining operation i tima to foll Caglostros
plan o destroy the world with a mega bomb.

Jow-droppingly awesom as all that sounds, alas, the
Guansiuato zombis fanchise hits sophomare slump.
v, As f th frt fim wosrt frugal enough, produc-
don vas moved 1o Guatemala 1o cut even mora cor-
nes.Ditectr Tito Novaro aiso doing doublo duty in
ront ofthe camaras s Cagliostro) was rather brazen
in showing claarly nan-Guanajuato landmerks ke
Masoamerican pyramid, 0o. B, he lso found soma.
grat locations, parculary the candlaic mausoloum
hatsubbed for the catacoms.

Mearhil, the gymnasium HQ o the lucha-heross fs
just...what? A miracie? And the saving grace of this
fim. No matier whatlevelof thrt s going on — 0m-
es icnapping womon and Kds, atom bombs about
1 ba unlaached — nothing stops the wresters rom
supervising the g’ workouts. Evary tims thay cut
pack t this seting s pure sold gold

Wil I the alpha mals tis tima, and wearing a sopard-
skin bombar jacket how could h not be? Refusing o
be outdons in his graphic-deco seauined hoo, this s
probably Rayo de Jalsco’ best fim appearance, oo.
A legend and folk hero i the ring, he was known for
innovativa haad.butte, and uses them planty both n o
good tag toam match and later onthe undead.

Pecing here is a big problam. Novaro pads the fim
merclazsly with ground-covering — o heroos beat
the pavement, roam tho hils, ook for caves, wander
the uins — and there st a cut or aditin sight. It a
weid juxtaposition — the zombies e underground
working thoi undead assos off in the mine whils up
top th iving castshambles around silessly.

Despita that, tho zombios themselves are great, but
sadiy don't gat near enough screen time. One could
easily cut full ten minutes of characters walking rom
e side of the screen to the othar, and uso that time.
for anathar zombis fight o threo,

When discussing the fim with Rogelio Agrasénchez
1, he familys archivit, ho pointod out the momias
i film e tru traditionsl zombies — revived via
biack magic 1o serve a8 slaves of & moral mastar
A great point, Cagliostro and Rsymond ars the Bela
Lugos o thess White Zombis-ika walking dead, with
behavior ight out of the 30¢. But visuall, the Creep-
show caliber hortor aesthetic was @ decade ahead of
it timo. You could cal these momias an evalutionary
missing link between the tradiions, or maybo a Fil
Mermald, sewn togethar from old and new notions of
the cinama zombi

« Monster-in-mine plot akin to
Hammer's PLAGUE OF THE ZOMBIES
and Toho's KING KONG ESCAPES

+ Awesomely cheap lab set is sub-par
to even the earliest MST3K seasons.
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on LUCHA-HERQ cirema

for those who came

So Mexico had roal."ifo" zombios-walting-to-happen,
Why ot a few real-lfe super-heroes-in-waiting, too?

Hore's & crash course for thoss of you who ara coming
st this book from the horror maintream, and not the.
From Parts Unknown faithful from way back:

+ Comie sirp herass like The Phantom inspirad Mexi-
can pro-wrastlars to don masks, comic book publish-
ors inturn used those same wrestlers as heroes in
thei adventures, and the leap to tho silver scraon
was not far behind. By the 19608 masked heroes like
E1'Santo and Blue Demon were mult-madia stars.

+“Lucha-noro" movies wateh liks Goldan Ago comics,
plonty of two-dimensional good-vs-evilThe films re-
flect myriad popular genres, from sci-i o spy.

+ The luchadores enmascarados hava carte-blanche to
act 35 moonlighting agonts of the law, and are ovk
dontly more capsble at hendiing supernatural thraats
than anyons else. Ono thing they won't do i cross
fight promoter and miss & match, no mattar wha'
threatening the city or baen Kidnappsd.

+ The visusls of the st maskad lucha-noro in casual
atroa clothes out about town is one of the most en-
desring elements of thesa films.

Learn to love the rope.
Frends, Ym not going to Kid you.The Maxican masked
wrester-vs-mummylzombio movies v covered here
aro not... for everyone.

Thoso of us who were dropped off by the same mather
ship have 3 ganuine adoration {and tolorance) of those
fims. Wo forgive. Forgive th Ed Woodlike careless.
n0ss of craft and sbject povarty of production valuos.
W watch theso things in Spanish with no subliles
when W have to. Sure, the condition can be man-
sqe, livad with day-to-day but one s still hesitant to
infecttho innocent around then.

Coming ata Gastillo de las momias do Guanajustowith
the same critical oya 35 one would The Walking Doad,
or the ganro zealousness for Fulcis Zombiwould be &
mistako. Looking for make-up effects rivalling Day of
the Daad or the demented ttlation Aeanimator pro-
vides will only lave you frustrated. Even searching for

n late..

innovation in tha face of low budgots ala Shockwaves
o Living Doad of Manchestor Morgue won't ut t.

What you watch for Instead s the art of film turned on
ts head, and then turnad on ts ass, and back on its
hoad again. Thon you roalizo the same thing has hap-
pened to your formr notions of what chaap exploita.
tion can bo. Stockholm Syndrome some would cal i

You gain an apprasiation, oven love, for the de
ous irolevance of editoria logic. You tap your toes.
10 the baffling musical scores that sound liko hockey.
fink organists faling asleep on the job.You no longer
are that the make-up stops at the nock lino (REALLY
obviously at tho nock line) yet the director goes for
the tightest closs-ups this side of Sergio Leons and
dossn't give a crap.

Whothor thoso films are a revelatory diamond bulletin
the hesd, a minor ‘so-bad-ts-good’ amusemont, or a
labor of complationism yas, that's a word 5 of now)
tolord over your horrar con ivals, the major obstacles
are going to be:

« THE PACING — these films aro slow to start with,
thon padded with both wrestling footage (time cap.
sule gold for the wrestling fan, thoughl) and musi-
cal numbers (loungo singer giifrlends-n-peril were
common). Someone could probably intor-ut all
these momiatzombio films into one S0-minute opi
and sven that might be slow,

 THE SPANISH — an increasingly bullhit excuso. For
startars, not knowing tho language can give these
films & dadarist surrealism an actual Spanish spoak.
er couldn't enjoy. Secondly, the intornot fan-subbors.
are catching on, and thero aro plenty of gt subiitied
and dubbed releases. DO NOT lat the language bar-
Fior dony you las momias!

Lusha-hero movies and Mexican monster cinema have
o charm in their gusto i the face of low budgat ro-
straints. Thera is a genuino psychotronic experience o
be had hore, and for horror fans the Mexican mu
ions of the familiar have to be ssen to bo baliovod.

Ever sse & zombis use karate, then ty to stomp @ baby,
all 1o tho tuna of  circus pipe organ?.

Wall,its about dam time we fixed that. @
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Campbell)tangling with 3 re-desianed Aztec shambler
callad Tutomee who can turn into 2 vampira bat at
Y65, a bat.Why? Bocause Moxico Is awosorme.

Although stripped of the monster.contric pathos, Uni-
Versal's Kharis was the direct inspiration for ths Mexi-
sub-spacies of the undesd. Both creatures had once
boon mon put undor a roligious curse, both wer re-
awakened from pyramids by modern-day meddiers
and both had fixations on seemingly reincamatad
women or sacrad objects.

The Aztoc Mummy films aro as otornal as their cursed
namesakes. Dubbed in English by the Moses of Mex-
ploftation, K. Gordon Mumray, they played werowolf
cireuit driverins and UHF croature foature shows
throughout the 70s. Schlockmiestr Johnny Legend
gave the Aztec Mumimy now egs in the 805 onVHS and
cablo (albeit in re-cut and ro-scored Aock ‘n Aol form).
Logend siso hed his own version of sTutomec-like suit
made in the 90s or his hybrid rock-and-rasslin’ shows.
it was last soon being follatod in a 2007 porno called
Nympho Libre.That same year, a group of lucharhero-
in the Statas shot tha throwback inc

e
RRIRDNE WELT

(AMPBELL

o I St
has the most Egyptian-iike of any of the sponymaus
monstors.Writer Joffrey Uhimann doos doublo duty as
the monster and » glant clunking homage to the robo
humano. Seek this out, I¢s a fu, fiting tribute.

A5 a footnote 1o the Aztec Mummy toplc, the 1970
René Cardona Sr. fick Santo en Ia venganzs de 1a mo-
mia fosturos one of the best mummy got ups of ai o
them (a make-up credit went to Margarita Ortega but
Who knows If that included the mask). This is & pretty
graat movie, and tho mummy rides a horso and usos
2 bow and arrow, which you hink s the greatest this.
over, BUT...and I'm not usually one for spoiling any-
thing — the whol film goos to hell with a Scooby-Doo
onding, and thats Just bullshi, 5o lots move on.

Faces of the Dead

One thing that sets the Aztac Mumrmiss apart from the
Universals {and maybo aligns thm a bit moro with
our modern image of zombiss) is the truly demented
Visages the Mexican creatura craators wara willing
0 givo them. Popotec's crazy hair and the vacancy
of the eyes makes him pretty damn creepy. Tutomec's

“TONGOLELE" - ERIC DEL [RSTILLO - “L0C0 URLDES

€DA LORNA en
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Aztec Mummies vs.

Guanajuato Zombies

The confusion between mummies and zombs st
soloy semantic as Mexican cinama s rife with trad-
tonal Egyptian-styls prowlers from beyond time.

Knock-Off Karloffs

Universalsclssic monster fims had tramendous im-
pact on Mexican cinema. The iconic monstors woren't
propentes o Mexicen fimmakers, more liko species,
and cloning experiments were rampant. IN BULK
Fics ik 1957’ Castilloda los monstruos and 1975
Capuiing contra los monstruos feature completa ros.
tors of ersatz Dracules, Frenkenstelns and yes, tho.
wouldba Khars. Tha 'monster rally' o end all monstor
rlies, though, is the 196 opic Santo y Blue Demon
vs. fos monstruos, where th “non-union-Mexican.
squivalent” of Borls Karloffs mummy is played by &
sl ol man at the mercy of slap-happy pro-wreslers

A teuly uniqus take is 1979 Latigo en las momiss
ssesings, wherein a whip-wielding Zorro rp-off battles
these sont of magic-powered robo-mummics with
glowing laser ayes. Their asder is bandaged and buf,
ko Dr. Who Pyramids of Mars or Hammer Curse of
the Mumimy s Tomb big.

.
[

S0 the “mummy” propor — bandaged, Eqyptian in
origin, walking the earth via some anciont curso, e
— was vemscular in Mexican monstar cinems. So
much 5o that a omegrown version was created, and
bacame Mexican horror's bestnown axport.

g

The Aztec Mummy
1 1957, Guillormo Caldorén, Alfrodo Salazar and Rafasl
Portilo made a ht tick o game-changing horror flms
ceontered on an Aztec agitator and the former maiden
that got him into an sternity of trouble — Lo momia
Astoca (rocut by Amrican producer Jorry Warran in
'84 05 Attack of tho Mayan Mummy), La maladicion do.
1a momia Azteca sk Curse of the Aztec Mummy) and
the best known of the three La momia Azteca contra of
robot humano (aka The Fobor vs. the Aztec Mummy.
Exacuted, cursad, and reawakened cantriss later, the
rag-laden and mop-toppad Popotoc defended anciant
troasure from nosy sclontists and gangsters, ith a
uche-hero and one of inema's areatest clunky robots
in thers for good measure.

A fourth film, Las luchadoras contra fa momia (aka
Rock 'n Roll Wrestling Women vs. the Aztec Mummy,
often arronaously atributed o the riginal trlogy, was
mado by mast of the same folks in 1964, and faatured
the franchised female wrestors (auean of Mexican
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sculptors must hava taken soms Inspiration from the genuine mummies of Guans
juto — the desiccated face, the skin pulling back over the teeth and jaw to create &
grotosquo snoutlook. And  believo tho wisps of dwinling halr might have boen &
WMerican creacuro dosign innovation. The Guanajuato zombios would bo largely built
on theTutomac modl, with a faw other s contributing o the visus! vosabulary.

The 1957 flm Misterios do lo magia negra (Nystarie. of Black Magic) features &
oubie-making stage magician whose powers are much more than show. AL film's
end, sho uses arcane rtes o raso a lon doad master warlock, but gets  dsfigured,
homicidal lving corpso instaad. Tha croature design, possibly by credited ‘mako.
up arit Antonlo Neira {distincions botwoen spocial ffocts desian and plain-old
movis make-up wers regrattably rare in Mexican cinomal waro crud but offactivo
~ asymmetry. a grotasqualy broken jaw with protruding testh, a huge caviy for a
mising aye. It made fo a groat zombla comeo.

In 59, Fornando Méndez’s Misterios do ultzatumba (aka The Black Pit of Dr. M)
fotured 3 coctor horribly isfigured by acid later rse from tho rave. Appliances.
erotad forhis hlf uinod faco woro akin to two 1957 films — the profound Ham-
mer classic Curse of Frankenstain and tho American drive-in mastorpioce | Was &
Teenage Franksnstein — asymmotry again, hyper.exaggorated distorions of tho.
fosh and sovere damage o one oye.

Asymmstry o thsface can go s long way Into making a manster truly Jaring, the
lchnique tken to an apex by st Jack H.Young In Bart . Gordon's The Cyciops

(57) and War of the Colossal Beast (53). A single damaged eye Just absolutely
érves home the notion of rinednoss. No amount of surgical repair could ver
fully rotur the croaturs o normal. Not with that eye gon:

i 1967 Calderén, Salazar and Cardonna toamod for Las Mujoros Pantoras (Tho
Pancher Women) a relatvely overlooked fand for years thought lost) entry ito
ine "Wrestling Women” subgenre, and finl svolutionary stop botwaen tho Aztoc
and Guanajuato momiss. Once again modern-day famma fatales (in paricular
Mexican burlosaue legend Tongolele n a lghtfting Kity costume) are up to 1o
5001 n the namo of resurrecting an anciont ovl,and they get the same results
svaryono who dos this always ge. Effocts man Antono Mufioz came up with a
sestard hid of allof tho above films — a gant rag-draped crypt-burster {played
oy the orginal Aztec Mummy suit actor Angel Di Stefani) with an amazing
messad-up hasd. A disincive srp of otted lesh missing around tho ight ovo,
exposing contrasting whita bans undsrnasth, is nearly dsnical to on of the
tombios I £l robo do fas momias do Guansuato, and | would't be surprised if
his w2 an outright re-purpsing of the same mask (o at least the mold).

A zombie by any other name
So by 1970, producer Roglo Agrasénchez knew the word "mormia” on a postar
wss somewhat bank, but what he raaly shot I the catacombs of Guanajuato
was  ombie flm. Ono better, zombies based on actual n-the-dy-flash realiyl

Tho samantics may be partally proventing these films finding traction with the
undaad-heads of the world, but fn't the modern “zombi genra* buil ontirely
on misnomars iself? Tho Fomero-modil lving dsad can bo describod a5 zom-
bi- e, but the chaotic wandaring hordss of gut hungry walkors havo nothing
o 6o with the torm's biack magc roots. Soma exparta would point out the last
b “rus" z0mbis movis i a thester wes The Serpent and the Aainbow:

Tho Zaword is 2 misappropristed ono in the irst place, so why ambrace one.
ncorract tarm then ignore a bunch of fims bacauso of anathor? I the folow-
ng mislabellac mummy movies aren't zombie ficks, 1l cat my own hoad. @
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Santo conta las mormias i soma markets, 50 ha may hav had &
point. Alhough they wero Sani’s o guns..

‘Sontis match with Satan, seen In he zombiss lashback, s groat
‘o featres the sivormasK' historic Lo do @ caballo old (ke the
old Comel Cluth) and the Tapo do Christooling gut bustar dvo ff
the t0p rope The other thing naob wil ador s Ml Mascaras on
scroan gimmick o having a iforen out and mask n avery scen
Change.His chamelaonic wardtobe, and ime-grsen duns bugay, are
Worththeprice of admission lons.

‘Aparfromthe rng matches, dot ok or ot o spectacular -
ting moves though. Mosk.vs-momi fights were ususlly mprov
mloos, o one-taks ot moss of masked musce and stunmen ylng
ot 10 go hurt For the most pat wrsters used brasd iaps scros
thechest, followed by broad slaps across thechet, with broad ssps
across tho chst 0 follow. Tho zombies, hawever, have thelr own
combatatylo- o shif-lot of two-handed chokes and kerats chaps
o the houidors,aia Sta ks KirkFu:

Then thar's the complatly inexplicabl aloments —  scane wih
Wil and Blus shooting exploding tos missllesautof thel boos,and
the zombie using instant tlaporttion in anther (tis power was
actualy common with Mexican monstorsfor some reasor)

Not i th agi laaps ara s ntartsning though.Dospit  conurys
bullc-up, terss o scana wharo Satan toes Sato or thefist timo.
and s out. Much mars nesded 1 be made o that conlct, includ.
ing more of a cimacticone-an-ans grudge match.

Fiming a zombie mviain the catacombs o Gusnsjusto was as nat.
ural 53 shooting a Wester in Monument Valle. But the mystey of
why tis fm has boon denied recogriton n ombiefan circles goos
o dooper than s e, “Guanajusta” i Just 100 damn hard 10 pro-
ounce, and mummies aen't sombie, right? But plin and simpl

i 708 eclvelont of K Gordon Mursy hod dubsd thisnto  mre
marketablo oy such os Zombiesfrom the Catscombsor Rampage
of the Burning Dead, or an Hlan distibutor hd rename it some.
thing intontionaly misiaading ke Thre Westing Supermen vs. the
Blind Doadthen you would be watching it on Bluray right now. @
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Las Momias de Guanajuato

THE MUMMIES OF GUANAJUATO

Picuas Lotinoamaricanas, 570)Prod: gl Agrosnches: O Fadarco Cuil Adsptatons fae GarcioTravasi Sty

Roplio Agasénchaz, Poteqraphy: Enraus Walla

Music: Gustavo César Carn; Prod Mor:Luis Quintonils Rlco Aot DIr:

anu Mo Ed st W, Busto; Ar D orgo Rordauoe Rulac S Albort Ladron 4o Guavar: Camera: Urban Vezauee

CAST:BlusDomo, M Msscars, Santo, Manusl Lol (atn),Eisa rdnas (Lial, Juan Gallardo fpolcs nspsctorl, Jorge
Finaing o g, ol Céeo A grscindes] (Jato), aros Susrs Saror,Ganzile), Mabel Luna,Yalands Ponc, Faiica
Frar i3], Maris Angalic snger, Dol Loma, Corlo Lagn (ssistan 1o inspecto,Vitaro Blonco (o1 k), “Feoro”

g nnounia). Fader Cul (arons ight wateman).

MoG, & el call i, intantly assaults the audience..
with sty organ-and-xylophone am straight out of
3 19505 stors on e rnk show. Remamber the “Tivoll
Nights” segments in Repiiizus? Same deal hera, the
fim pays the bils by being a bitof a tourist shll for
oy,

But, they wite it inrathor nicey, as tha saly action fs
progressad by tour guido Pingiino (it porson actor
Jorgé Pingino), leaing a bus (and us) through the
it 3nd fnaly 1o the catacombs. We get some great
shots of the mormias as they wera displayed i tha 105,
with he tour snding at a group of saven unique mum.
i whoso bocs, baffing scontst, aro remarkably
infct — justhe faces have gone to hell. Again,  clear
pice of aditori!justication, hs ime for som hasty
make-up viork, The masks look amazing hare, but the
ofcts efots nd at the necks.

Oneof the special mummiss i the 72° Satan -3 pro-
wrostar who a cantury bsforo losthis o o tho an-
cotor of El Santo, then mace 3 pact with Lucifor to
como back 100 years later o avenge himsel. Pingdino
rales it was 100 years o the day, and beats a hasty
Feteat when he saes 3 Switch i the dead manis armi

Wt follows s @ deliious plot — Pingdino’s gl pal
Played by Eisa Cardenas and her delighttuly thickin-
the-pants SFF Patricia Famar ara conveniently chums
Wit ucha-horoos Mil Mascaras and Blus Demon, who
despite years of fighting werewolves. and vampires.
themseivos, doubt the existence of lving momiss.
Saten, meanwihils, goes on & murdr spres, than
chambies aver 10 the local arana for a painful flash.
back to his defeat by Santo. Tho luchadoros notco the
dead have woundsonly  rained wrester could nfict,
but before they hook up with local authoriies Satan
smbushes Blue, stealing hs mask and ring gear.

Stay with mo now... Satan commands one of his
hench-zombios to Impersonate Blue Demon, then tps
of ths cops with 8 note on & rack thraugh = window
(ritan in Blackistor o lessl The fuzz witnoss ‘Blus
Mormia’ commita murder, and now a¢ the zombies go
on  bloodhisty rampaige, the framed enmascarados
st on the run from the law hemsalves.

Poople are Kiled, women Kidnapped, Kids attacked,
Blu and Mil ke the blama and flgh off cops — €5 al
going t hll in a handbag untl, very convenientl,E1
Santo himsolfis passing through town on his way (0.8
9lg-The ultimato battle royalo takes place i the com-
atery with the wrestlers wiping out the zombies with
three flame pistols Santo evidently kesps i his glove
compartmnt for occasians just lika this,

1ove the zombia masks used here, Satan' face might
well be a reuse of the appliances from Bleck it of
Dr. M, but with 3 more damaged aye and tha messad
up halr o a radioactivo wastoland mutant.The othors
ave crude but stikingly effectve head pieces consis-
tont with Burial Ground, Zombie Holocaust, Legend of
the Soven Golden Vampires o oven Boast o Blood.

Butars they realy ombies you ssk7Well, hey rodesd.
They'ra walking. The yaars aftor o haven't baen kind
0 theic comploxions, and they compulsivaly atack the
living. If the lack of gory cannibalistc gutmunching
or apocalyptic contagion s a deal breaker,then you're
loalking at ombies in way 190 narrow 2 ight.

Not only is MoG a downright zomble flc, its slso a
great jumping-on point for the luche-haro uniniatad
Itwas the st teaming of ths holy rinity of enmscara.
dos — Santo, Blua and Mil — although Blue stated in
Soveralinterviews ho rosontod doing the llo's sharo
of the heroving in the fiim only to be trumped by o
saint-ex-machina at the end. The fim was aven re-ted

fontinued..)

« Via Satanic curse, zombified

Pro-wrestler forces 100 year-old
grudge match with El Santo

« First team-up of the holy trinity of
lucha-heroes: Santo, Blue Demon
and Mil Mascaras

« Could easlly be re-titied
NIGHT OF THE SLAPPING DEAD
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Above: Buo and Milnspect the special The short.cuts in
effcts make-up are s0 apparont, they tun the corner of BRAZEN, and are sctually writien into the script.

Selow: 4 rost ombie scen in any country. any ora. Mil gorla-prass-slams iis walkor out of a third story window:
As h exts the ground loor » moment atr, i gettng up ke nothing happened. The horrified lucha-hero declares the

sombies “unbeatable" and hightai it out of there in the obligatory masked wrestler's 2-sestar convertble.
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BUT WAIT, THERE’S MORE!
o rapeetcoman, ot sor o st out s nad o oo ovconsFRON PARTS

e S0k ot P oo ot e NN 1
et sl bock essosand ook her, 50 oin oo damn walle WN

About the author..

Massachew born, now Los Angelos-based, Kelth J. Rainvi
startod From Parts Unknown in 1995 t fill 2 void n his Ifo,
‘and yours. The all.masked-wrostlr pop culturs ma

was sold on five continents, and spawned a ine of books
‘and electronic media side projocts.

Ha named and dosigned the branding for Lucha VaVOOM
tan yoars ago, wrote the FWAKI animated feature film

Los Campeones de la Lucha Libre, roloased theatricaly in
Mexico in 2008, and consults on related projects 5o ho can
write-offlucha masks and Mexican toys on his taxes.

Ho currantly publishos VintageNinja.net, contorad on
old Japanese shinobi cinema and related ephemera.
You're wondering, his Japaness is o3 st

‘Thats him in a 50 year-old gorilla suit in front of

Hollywood's storied Bronson Cave, whare had ike to
one day five.

Sources for this work include:

Agrasnches Rogols, . Archiit the Acrasanche i starman, Aot Sy o o oo Gunfsc

Aarasncher, Rogao . Edon, MaieanHorror inem: London, Ros. Zombi:The Ling Dot vk iy, USA:

Poctrsrom Mxican Fatay Flims. Maringan Toxe, USA: By Boots, 178,

2 s, . Sock fh Dt T Compste ity of

ot Robot Michat “Gabb: The Moican MasksaWrsstor 3 413 ey 19571 e1 .3 (November 1501

S Ninatr Fimography Joarson. e Coroloa, USA-

Nirarond & Compary, 2605 Wi Dt -6 St Tho Casof s Masican Mkimcia
Here i and Comie Boos: Gotdon, v, Mt oc

ot Rt Nbvar, Jouh Xavier Avita, Rtaa Quiro ver Uoleariy e of ety son. 607

Songrt s Hotracs oo G oo Loansdarse Moo Gy,

Fonton, Stve.Paicos 841004 [ ———

i e Harod . s Tt Chris . Not s For B T ——T—

Colgn Wasor, . Gresmwood res. 1932 it Ann o Augurt 3 007
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E1 Muerto was an actual pro-wrostler, possibly another
croation of Valente Pérez as thoso panels are from a
back-up feature in a May ‘64 issue of Lucha Libro.

Mora than one wrestlor adorned
mask-iko additions to their ring
resenting mummi

najusto v

El Monje Loco,
Frankensteins. It wa

n oddly abstract statement, as
the various masks (some as good ifnot bottor than what
was s06n on scroan) waro complemented by the typica
baro-chosts, wrosting tights and regulation boots nor:
mally worn in the ring. Rubber monster masks made a
big comeback in th lato 905 into the 20005 in Antonio
Pefia's AAA wrastiing promotion.

So0 moro at FromPartsUnknown.com @






65_0.jpg
fotomontaje — 8 hybrid of photo comics and traditionai
Pioneered by publisharlartst Jose G. Cruz, the techniqua collaged
posed photos of heroos with scale modols of illustratod
effects like motion lines and explosions, and pai
out-of-focus urban photography as backgrounds. The result was
fantastically imaginative storytaling with nono of the budgetary or
production limits facing filmmakers. A lucha-hero could
i octopus undarses, dinosaurs on lost continonts, domons
in the netherworld or alions on the moon (and shirtess no less).

The multi-million copy-selling Santo: E1 Enmascarado do Plata so-
fies (which came out three times a waek at ts apox) was largely
responsible for his jump to movies, and his most prolific media
output. However dospite sales that dwarfed thoso of American and
European comics, the impetus for collecting.
ing Mexican classics just hasn't boen th

intarnet sharing, we'r

procoss of losing this stff ontirly.
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Capulina vs. las n)omias

ST Gasaar

Capulina was Mexico's answer to Hardy and Costello and his 70-0ro
flms watch Iike the Briish Camy-On serie. This “comedy” wouldn't
have madi the cut i this book i it waren'tforthe fact tha the momias
aro actually very wall done — whito funoral shrouds and suckod-in fac-
o5 making thern tha closost to the oal thing anyon ever puton scroan

A cowsraly janitor stumbl

Jon & mad scientists plot o give new.
e o old mummi petik, gimmic facia expressions and
kooky catchphrasas, whilo wackily avoiding the walking dead and tho
looney doctor in slly enough ways he oventually comes to his own
demise. And in the only happy ending In momis-dom, a lab accident
turns al the zombiss into smaking hot chicksat i

Capulina aso fought Universal Monstor Knock-offs In Capuling con-
10 {ihe Emesto Cabral poster art for this is amazing)
o himaal, @)

and avan E1
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Leyendas Macabras

de la Colonia

This dementod litlo odity is a rec-headed stspehild of
the previous films, Includod hero bocause it was shot
at the same time and by much of the same folks as
Momias de San Angel, and i features two of the finest
undoad over put on a Mexican scroen.

ican horror comic book anthologies
¥ leyendas de a colonia (EC-style
cautionary tales with historical satings) and £ Monja.
Loco (Tho Mad Monk a Cryptkesperiike ‘host in a

5 that ran for decades), this flick watches like som-
thing yanked from a Kd's sugar-tweaked Imagination.

Mil Mascaras, Tinloblas, Fantasma Blanco and girl-
iends are transported back In time by magical an-
tique painting.Thay end up in the colonal ers, batting

ARTURO
| MARTINEZ |

sword-wielding Spaniards, bruja Lorsna Velazquez,
hor army of chubby Aztec goons, and a superbly ox.
ecutod undead shaman. | tink this is the anly blande
Zombie In the gonro, and ho's just fantastic

Commanting on the surreal goings-on at various
points throughout the film is the organ-pounding Mad
Monk himself — anothor wall-done make-up job for an
carie, overthe-top maniscal performance.

1 you played a drinking gamo to this film — taking 3
shot every time something happened that mado no
Sense at all — you'd di...in half an hour. Ifs as packed
‘with weirdnoss as tha original markating below prom-
ses, although nothing can beat the lustrated 30sVHS
sleove atloft. §
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And I’d be
remiss not
to include...

11 2007 1 was fortunats snough to actualy give back &
litioto the genre| o loved, writing thestory and scraen-
ply for the animatad feature fim Los campeonas da fa
Tucha fbre.

Edio Mot and i Chin faks FWAKI Animation hod cre-
ated the Kids"show [Mucha Lushal somo yoars befors,
and now had the opportunity to do a featuro for Azioca

bt whan they asked 1 jumped. spinning an sdmitiedly
overcompicated script that fotured dozens of wrestors
fighting over who got o take down a romots vilago of
rotired goldon-age movie monstors.

Campsones opanad nationally in Mexican thestars
in 2008, nd has since had two DVD releases — a fll
acraen Spanish version and s widescreon HD Englsh cut
thatistragiealy san the orig

pro-production concoptartof

even o sombifad
nhabited he im's Vilsge
of Monstors:

vampi wom
biobe,sndo
owarad by Hilorsbeain.

A gorits ring amouncer wss
votcad by somo jrkof o0
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Other ‘Muertos’ and ‘Zombies’

Croditwhara-craditis-due, l quickly mention soms
other “muertos* that actually have gotten coverage
inthe ‘complat historos of” and ‘utimate guides to'
zombies slsewher

Santo contra los zombies (aka Invasion of the Zom-
bies, 1961, pictured abovo) is impossibl to excludo
rom any zombe survey, simply because of the tte.
s also a rather well known entry of the lucha-hero
gonra horo in the U.S. having boen dubbed In Eng.
ish back in the day and circulating during the tape
rading boom of tho 1930s. In his first fullon star-
ing vehicle and blueprint for his future fims, Santo
batied evil mad sciantists and a gang of rearimated
dead robotically compelled o commit jowel robber-
os.Thoy are not axacly the most rightening bunch,
but this s a groat fick nonetheless, with a famous so-
auence in which Santo saves the kids from a burning
orphanage.The same basic plot s lifted n 68 for the
Halian wrestling infusod Phantom and Diabalik knock-
off Superargo and the Faceloss Giants.

La invasion de 1os muertos (invasion of the Doa,
71) is an outrght Night of the Living Dead i,
staring Zovek —  cross betwoen Houdini and
Kreskin, using mystic powers and escape art-
sty 10 batd a zombie outbroak caused by 3
crashod moteor. Sadly, the ronowned performer
died in an unvelated accident before fiming
was complated, and Blue Demon was rushed-
fornsertscenos o flush out the film. The fact
that he' fighting wolfmen and vampires in i
scanes and not zombies only adds to the film's
charm. This is a soquel to I incraible Profes-
sor Zovek, which features more of his stage
show, complete with fetish-lad assistants
and masked minions. Some praty fun stuf

e fow athors from the lucha-hero roaim, to.
‘Santo contra la Magia Negra (Santo vs Black Magic,
72) was the hero's answer o Live and Lot Di, and has
some awiul, lazily painted-up zombies. Santo contra
Ios asosinos de otros mundos, (Santo vs. the Killers
from AnotherWorld, 71) possibly reuses some momia.
masks on mutiated murdor vitims. No zombis, but
s a must:see for the horrendous tarp monster that
The Creeping Teror ook scary.

Zombie Henchmen

Anothr high-priorty must:ss0 is the Iife-changing
amazingness that is Santo y Blue Demon contra os.
monstruos (69, pictured below) whore you'll s

lucha-haro cinama's other major zombio species —
undead henchmen! Moonlighting luchadoros (non-
masked stors liko Cavemario ‘Caveman’ Galindo)
playedthese ghoulish goons,ther already scarred and
hardoned features accontuated by simplo groen paint
and minor affacts make-up to craate praty decant low-
toch zombies. Grey.-paintod heavies woro also slapped
around by Santo and Blus in Ef Mundo de los Musrtos
(ThaWorld of the Dead) later that same year. There are
Some quick grave-bursting scenes in that im as well

And finally...
Not to fall Into the same trap others have and claim
this book s the defintive encyclopedia of Mexican
zombie moviss or anything, Il openly admit theres
PLENTY MORE to discover out thoro. Tho undoad in
myriad forms walk tho frames of Mexican cinema from
overy docade. Happy hunting. §
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LAS MOMIAS DE
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Momia/Zombies Iin comics

Logends and lore (and outright misinformation) por-
st about the mummified bodies on display in Gu
najuato. A myth lingers they were all plague victims.
who died in scraeming pain, hence the facial expres-
sions. One femalo is said 1o be a witch. A young man
assumed a murder victim whose distorted face s th
result of a brutal attack. Ono woman seems 1o have.
boen buriod alive and tried In vain o push her way

out o har tomb. Soldiors, obose women, mothe
tombed with twin babi havo their own ghastly
origins in the imaginations of the locals.

Las momias de Guanajusto was a sepia-toned comic
book from publishors Editorial Orizaba, running with
the notion that the mummified had done something
i lfe o deserve sternity under museurn glass. n the
modal of 505 EC anthology series, stories began in tho
‘momia was centered
cautionary tales
foliowed of no'er-do-wells stabbing thelr brethren in
the back, brasking hearts with profound tr
and committing what they though were the perfoct
crimes. They all anded the samo way — Old Testament
poetic justice, often at the hands of o supematural
entity. Tho last panels would bo the avenged looking

on with satisfaction from the boyond, while the no-
‘good-nik was interred in San Sebastian in preparation
for eventual exhumation. See what cheating on the
wife and polsoning your business pariner gots you?

Mexican horror comics like Momis

and spin-offs ke

La Bruja Roja (The Red Witch) wera the offspring of
EI Monje Loco (The Mad Monk) — Mexicas original
“horror host in comics, radio and film.The interior art
‘was conservative, but the covers waro absolutely un-
hinged. They ranged from painterly scanes of drama

with positively shocking amped-up goro.Tons of mut
lated skull heads, cloaked ghouls

marish faces and ghosts choking peopl
Amorica's Comics Code Authority would have shit a
brick at how much further Maxican publishers went
with their horror imagery.

(continued..)
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3 tonio, NewYork and Chicago. Colors woro appld with il
more garih the battor, alihough in the his casa the haovy color layor makes othorwiso daicatoly ronderod images.
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Above: Tha immortal hunchback and the momias aren't sstabished woll anough hera. A scaio whero trospassers (hat's
one on the right) are caught and turned to sombiss implies the collecton 18 growing one, but its notrealy explored.

Below: Momia masks from the provious ilms show up horo sgain, but this time with a nico varisy of costuming,
inclading  robed monk and possibly some female zombies. Hard to ba surs from the bad prints out there.
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Mansion de la siete momias

Poor Soia de a Garza — buxom, gorgeous, woman-
ofthe-author's-draams — but she's slso the last da-
scondant of a cursed family. In ordor o break that
curse and inhert the clan treasuro she must completo
o seres of daunting and gisy tasks. Schoming ances.
ors from beyond ho grave, Luefer himself and thel
soven magnifcant zombies aro in her way, but with
slfappointed protectors Blue Demon, Superzan and
withering goldon age comedian Manalin o halp e,
how can she fal? 1 adore this im.

Filmed around colonial ruins in Antigus, Gustemal
ine mansion'is questions moro of an estata rounds.

etraving a jewsled scspter from the
st of the momiss, 3 familar chamber with arched
doorways that houso the dead. Blue and Superzan
run Intrforonce, slapping the zombiss around long
enouigh for her o grab the scepter. The momiss ara
indestructible, howaver the second she complotes &
sk, they go dormant. A ice gimmik.

Sofia's sacond “paritence’ saquenca is the absoluto
neight of the film, and a high point in the entire sub-
genre. She must otreve the skul of an ancestor and
giv It 2 propor burial, but the skull (which looks ko
it was sculptod with chewing gum harvestod from un-
dor a school desk) i lving has a totally bad atitudo
and rosts a the end o arckety wooden bridge over a
swamp infostod by zombiss! I's the only timo any of

conventional horror scene i the seies — ranking with

orthe US.

anything contemporary rom laly, Sp

The films climaxis  bitcunky, alas. So

walled:

up with the aviltroublemakers, now rovealed ss died.
up animatod corpses. A croepy hunchback wh's boen
stlking he sinco th fim's beginning turns out 1 be
possessed by the spirt of hor father, and sacificos

perhaps the most iolont and crisply oxecuted ight of
any of theso flms. The action i good, and Sofiaspre-
dicament i indeed dir, with a nice touch in the agic

n of big hae, g
eyelashos and othor talonts that, say, a Russ Meyer
would have loved to shoot himsalt. The side charac.
trs ara rather outr, rom the ancestors st cressed

olonial garb o the horned Satan, with Sofla's -
mox boyfrend Rodrigo making troubla (0o, Demon s
hisstandard herolc sol,but Suparzan must have bosn
on acid whon ho packed his suitcase for Guatemala
because his wardrobo s 8 hoot.

sofia

o music s an od mix ofraditional intrumonts (the
bowed saw figures prominently) and experimental
electronics, wth  ight-motif that harkens to Emerson,
Lake and Palmer's Tho Grome.

The zombios are in the familar masks, and in some.
Kilr scenos of clawing at the scresming damsel,
their hands have actually besn made-up nicely too.
1 saluto the poor 5.0.8.s who had to submerge in the
really gunky-looking swamp water infull momia gear
oo this fim fo this scono alor
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Provious spread: Another maney sceno in thi fim comes when a cornerd Sofiais surrounded by clawing zombies.
Tho originalpross stil s onright and tho awkwordly paintod-ovar color vrsion dona for the movie postor s at o

Above: Anothr angle on the fconic “1d-roasons-to-scream’ shot.

Right sbove: The wrestiervs.zomb fights in this fim aro somewhat bipolar Combat out i the woods or by the
ewamps aro the standord sloppy Improv messos, but night sconos under the ightsin the rins aro damn good, with
Cloan, erip action and entertaining ‘sots from the wrestors

Right below: In a movie with this much going on the ensembla cast sn't going (o got ot of character developmant. s
tho blessing and curso of casting luchadores as horoes — you don't exacily getthespians playing offeach other, but o
the other hand you don't need to wasto expositionary time on establishing their hroic tralts. Manolin had boan doing
tho spooked sidakick routinsinco tho 19405, but i tis film you s00 this old guy taking pratfals and downhill tumbles
and you just foel bad ho's st having o do this hit.
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Above: Hard to say ifthe sppliances and masks in Mansidn ar re-casts o the sama old pieces now on theirfourth or
1t doployment. Either way, the ook groat again, especilly whan soaking wet and coverad in swamp muck!

Right: Maria Cardinal’ Soffa i a truo woman-in-perilinthe classic horror and exploiation cinema veins. She's i a
situation way ovar her haad, averyono and averything ssams out o et her, and every guy on set i 3 craaturo costume
(andlor wrostling mask fo that mttor) wants to manhandle hor.
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‘ *“..and he was not good to look upon.. : r
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Las momias de San Angel

THE MUMMIES OF SAN ANGEL

(Prod.Fimices Agrasinchos, 197 Prd: Rogelio Aqtasnches L Di S Aruro Martins;Sory: Rogaio Aqrasnches L Pt
Lorenzo Controras; Make-up: Antonio Castaned; Sound: Beto Munoz :

CAST il Miscarss,Tinisbias, 1 Fantas Blancy Enmascarac Nogro, Loena Votizques (i), Rogelio Gusra (Mnuel and

Manus!do Monsivla, Alla ncins (Soia), Shezs igoto (ke “Socha”] (G

Ao Mortne (ol commander, Cloutio

Lot (nonchman. Fody Pochool o Chrur, Edar Ecnverri, Hugo Carans, Envicus Sramarman. Migus s, 058

Lis raits tyoun o drving )

We've discussd padding a lot here, but n this film
i’ almst 00 much going on instead.

Rogello Guerra and Lorena Velésquez are the young

nowlyweds-inheri e
domiclo boing wher
an_evil ancestor wallad-up some victims Poe-sy
pack n the colonial days. Ho now haunt the esate a5
s cacking hunchback-from-bayond with the mummi
fd vitim at his back and call,

wresting-masked criminal Enmascarado
Negro, whos gang of fobbers have been tarrorzing
a hidsout,

2 Tinieblasfor guardian angels.

Momias de San Angefs big problem is t doesn'tknow
what it wants to be.The gang-on-the-run halding the
nice proty couplo hostaga is anough of a story on s
ow, and theinherited astat cursed by the sins of the
ancostor doal could bo its own fim a8 wall. Fm not
sura 8 killl enough seript cold ba writen 1o weave
poth ofthem together AND pullof the intarvention of
wwo lucha-horoes. Alas, he scripthoro isn't up o any
ofthose tasks

Things happen at the wrong time. Mil has a torfic:
mano y mano bastdown with a flsing Nogro, but in
iho socond ac, ot the third.I's a are instanco of an
enmascarado outright iling o vilin, 100, (he drowns
nim in s fver using & modifiad camal clutch) which s
inappropriatefor the nabel hero. Negro's death should
come of his own machinations, or at the hands of the
vengeful dead n thethirc-act zombie meltdown.

That last ac is abrupt and forced. The mormias slaugh-
1 tho lftbehind gangsters and break out of the
osato, torrizing the lcals Cineme history’s oastof.
foctive mob of torch-wielding villagrs can't even set
sbiszo the thoroughiy proven susceptibie-to-
bis. I akes Ml and Tinablas coming 1o the rescu
and purely on instnct s untl then theyvo had o &
posure 10 or knowladge of the momias whatsoover
Good thing by now these guys don't need any cosch
ing on dealing with the supornaturs

San Angel in Mexico City, has ts own momis mu:
Seum and related folk traditions, sthough modest in
comparison to Guanajuato’s. Rogelio Agrasénchez Jr.
secrety photographed tho display as research for is
father's production, 50 the open chamber (recreated n
Guatemala) i actualy accurate to the source

Not enough zombie scroen time is a problem again
Unfortunate, 35 thers are some rice variation of the
mormias oo, in particular  robed morik with a wispy

il reuses, but new o this
im s an inexplicable efoctric shock power that can fry
people in ther cars. Sriously!

Guara has gusto n his 2 foles — the young hero,the
ovil sncestor and the subsequent undead hunchback.
There'snot ot for thsrest of ths atherwise good cast
0 do. Mil doos some amusing "incognito” bits, whare
o appoars un-hooded (shat from behind, possiby
Wit wig) while “undercover* Wo also 506 him don
2 hood while riving 3 convertibl full spsed on the
highway. Only in Mexico, only in lucha-hero cinomal

There's confusion between credits and posterlstings.
25 to Fantasma Blanco's prosonce.Tho whito-masked
rookie from the Campéones justicieros saquols does
ot seom 1o be i the fim. Instead, I'm convinced he

lucha-hero fims, possibly played by diffrent wres-
tors over the years, and that could be case he

Desgita my complaints, San Angel s a worthy chap-
tor in the series. Tragical, the prints fvo soen are so
‘wretched, ' not even suro 'm seeing the whalo fim,
501 reserve final judgement. @

« Rare Euro-style gore scene as
a mummified monk rips out a
gangster's eyes

« Inexplicable electro-shock zombie
Powers unleashed!
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