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THE MEGATON BOMBS

the music of Cole Porter. It’s sort of like doing a spoof of Noel Coward by
misquoting his repartee. Rule to make movies by: Never spoof anything re-
ally classy unless you have the class to pull it off. Bogdanovich didn't, and,
indeed, after this, he seemed to lose his enthusiasm for slick pastiches of old
movie genres. Unfortunately, nearly twenty years later, he still hasn’t found an
original style that consistently works for him. As he stumbles through the
nineties directing duds like 7Zexasville and Noises Off we can’t help butr won-
der if he'll ever regain his balance.
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VHAT WERE THE FIFTY WRST
MOVIES 8F ALL TIME?

Vatching bad mavies can be Wath fun and excruciating. And naksdy knaws that better than
Aiutiuel Saiter, whe has made an audacieus selection of sutragesusly awful films tram the early
alkies era ta toay. Nel cantent te cheese ameng the law-hudget and ineptly made mevies that
Il mast warst-af lists, Sauter has gene atter much higger game. He lampsans and lamkastes
me of the Wiggest filmmakers in Hellywsed histery for seme of their greatest cinematic biun-
ers. Included in his hall ef infamy are Steven Spicibers (1941), Cecil B. BeMille (17 7o
sommvente), Francis Ford Coppela (e Fram M Heart), Brian Be Paima (Benive f o

“nies), and mere, Ameng the acting talent te grace this parade of misfires are Gary Couper
The Advasniunns o Masca Poie), Woedy Allen (Casive Aayaie), Bette Bavis (Boyarl ihe Farest)

iiche Marx. (Skidns), Clint Eastwasd (Molof four Wagen), and the incomparable Elizaheth
ayler, whe appears in feur of the werst mevies of all time (Ciompoks, Reflechorss i1 5 Buleer:
e, Bowm! and The Riue Sire)

In additien te reunding up the fifty sreatest affenders with an insightful eye and skewering
dit, Sauter turns his attentien te the tacky trends and heaten-ta-death aenres that have filled
Jouble bills far decades. Just whal is the werst Elvis mevie? The lamest Madenna vehicle? The
umbest Martin-Lewis flick? They're all here in e Wers! Mvies o/ A1 Tiow, aleng with an
fectionate roundup of the “Baddest of the B's" thase ultra-tacky, lew-bus jes
ncredibly strange plats (and even stranger litles) have earned them everlasting distinctien in the
anthean of schleck

fichiasl Sauer is @ New York-based writer whese wark has appeared in £nfecsalnment Howkly,
Notling Stene, Frenviere, Elie, and Marper's Bazasr.

esign: Victure Besign Werks
Katz
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SEXTETTE

putting off climbing into bed. “Well . . .” Miss West replies, “I'm looking for-
ward to saying the same thing he said. ‘Umm, the British are coming!”
Thankfully, we're spared #har spectacle. For the next sight we see a lonnggg
cannon discharging as Dalton’s lonnggg yacht sails out to sea. Full steam
ahead! Good old Mae, she always did like to leave a little to our imagination,
even if she left little doubt as to what we were supposed to be imagining. In
this case, of course, a little bit goes a lonnggg way. The mind’s eye reels at

what might be going on down in the hold of that yacht. Whatevah!
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226 THE MEGATON BOMBS

After Hudson Hawk some people started to wonder if Bruce Willis should
have gotten more of the blame for The Bonfire of the Vanities. Since then hes
done such rickety action vehicles as 7he Last Boy Scout, and proven himself
as blameworthy as anyone. But Willis still has a career in Hollywood, even if
some of his Hudson Hawk collaborators dont. We can only take solace in
knowing that he couldn’t sink any lower than this.

Here's to the future.
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For Judy,
for everything

Ao ) eliid, M e R s

My special thanks go to Arnie Schorr at Rhino Video, Norman
Scherer at Video Oyster, Chris Nunnally and Alan Bazin at
FilmFest Video, Steve Beale and Frank Linkh at The Video

Room, everyone at Kim’s Video and the New York Public Library
for the Performing Arts. Without them all, I'd never have known

how bad movies can be.
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