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In the  beginning . .. 

.  .  .  all  the  animals  in  the  forest  lived  as friends.  Their king  was  the  leopard.  He  was  strong,  but  gentle  and wise. He ruled the animals well,  and they all liked him. 

At  that time  the animals did not fight one another.  Most of  them  had  no  sharp  teeth  or  claws.  They  did  not  need them.  Even  King  Leopard  had  only  small  teeth.  He  had no  claws at all. 
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Only  the  dog  had  big,  sharp  teeth.  The  other  animals said  he was ugly,  and they laughed at him. 

"It  is  foolish  to  carry  sharp  things  in  the  mouth,"  said the tortoise. 

"I think so too,"  said the goat. 

The monkey jumped in and  began to tease the  dog. 
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"Don't  worry,  my  dear  friend,"  said  the  monkey.  "You need  your teeth to clear your farm." 

The animals laughed at the monkey's joke. 

When  the  farming  season  came  round,  King  Leopard led the animals to their  farmland.  They all worked hard  to prepare  their  plots.  At  the  end  ,,f  the  rJay  they  returned home  tired.  They  sat  on  long  benches  in  the  village square.  As  they  rested  they  told  stories  and  drank palmwine. 

But soon it would be the rainy season, and the animals would  have no shelter from the rain. 

The  deer  took  this  problem  to  King  Leopard.  They talked  about  it  for  a  long  time.  King  Leopard  decided  to call the animals together to discuss it. 

One  bright  morning  King Leopard  beat his royal drum. 

When  the  animals  heard  the  drum,  they gathered  at  the village  square.  The  tortoise  was  there.  The  goat  was there  too.  The  sheep,  the  grass-cutter,  the  monkey,  the hedgehog,  the  baboon,  the  dog  and  many  others  were there. 
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King  Leopard  greeted  them  and  said,  "I  have  called you  together  to  plan  how  we  can  make  ourselves  a common shelter." 

"This is a good idea,"  said the giraffe. 

"Yes,  a  very 

good idea," 

said  many 

other animals. 

"But why do 

we need a 

common 

house?" asked 

the dog. 

He had never 

liked King 
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"The  dog  has  asked  a  good  question,"  said  the  duck. 

"Why do we need a common shelter?" 

"We  do need  somewhere  to  rest  when  we  return  from our farms,"  replied  King Leopard. 

"And  besides,"  said  the  goat,  "we  need  a  shelter  from the rain." 

"I don't mind being wet,"  said the duck.  "In fact I  like it. 

I  know that  the  goat does  not  like  water  on  his  body.  Let him go and build  a shelter." 

"We need a shelter," said the  monkey, jumping up and down in excitement. 

"Perhaps  we  need  one,  perhaps  we  don't,"  said  the lazy  baboon sitting on the low fence of the square. 

The  dog  spoke  again.  "We  are  wasting  our  time. 

Those who need a shelter should  build it.  I live in a cave, and  it  is  enough  for  me."  Then  he  walked  away  and  the duck followed him out. 

"Does  anyone  else  want  to  leave?"  asked  King Leopard.  No one answered or  made a  move to go. 
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"Very  well."  said  King  Leopard ... Let  the  rest  of  us build  the village hall." 

The  animals  soon  scattered  about  to  find  building materials.  The  tortoise  copied  the  pattern  on  his  back. 

and made the plan of the  roof. The giant rat and mouse dug the foundation.  Some animals brought sticks. some ropes.  while 

( ' 

,,  . 

, 

others made roof-mats. 
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As  they  built  the  house,  they sang  many  happy  songs. 

They  also  told  many  jokes.  Although  they  worked  very hard  everyone  was merry. 

After many weeks they  finished the  building. 

It  was  fine  building  and  the animals  were  pleased  with it.  They agreed to open it  with a very special  meeting. 

On  the  opening  day  the  animals,  their  wives  and children  gathered  in  the  hall.  King  Leopard  then  made  a short  speech.  He  said:  "This  hall  is  yours  to  enjoy.  You worked  very hard  together  to  build  it.  I am proud of you."' 

The  animals  clapped  their  hands  and  gave  three cheers to  their  King. 

From  that  day,  they  rested  in  their  new  hall  whenever they  returned  from  their  farm.  But  the  dog  and  the  duck kept away from the hall. 

One  morning  the  animals  went to  their farms  as  usual. 

King  Leopard  went to  visit a chief in another village. 
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At  first  the  sun  was  shining.  Then  strong  winds  began to  blow.  Dark  clouds  hid  the  sun.  The  first  rain  was coming.  The  song-birds  stopped  their  singing.  The humming  insects  became  quiet.  Lightning  flashed  across the  dark  clouds.  Claps  of  thunder  sounded.  T�e  rain poured and  poured. 

The  animals  in  their  farms  saw  the  rain  coming  and began to hurry to the village hall. 

The dog also  saw the  rain  coming and returned to his cave.  But it  was  very,  very 

heavy rain and  water 

began  to enter the 

cave.  Soon it  was 

flooded. 

• 

I 
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The dog  ran  from one end  of  his  cave  to  the  other.  But the  water  followed  him  everywhere.  At  last  he  ran  out  of the  cave  altogether  and  made  straight  for  the  hall of  the animals. 

there.  He  was surprised to see the  dog enter the  hall. 

"What do you want here?"'  asked the deer. 

"It is none of your business," replied  the dog. 

"It is my  business," said  t he deer.  "Please go  out. This hall is  for  those who built it." 

Then  the  dog  attacked  the  deer  and  bit  him  with  his big, sharp  teeth. 
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The deer cried  with  pain.  The dog seized him  by  the neck and threw him  out into  the rain. 

The other animals  came in one after the other. 

The dog barked  and  threw each of  them out. 

They  stood  together  shivering  and  crying  in  the  rain. 

The dog  kept barking and showing his  teeth. 
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Then the deer cried out: 0 Leopard our noble king, 

Where are  you? 

Spotted king of the  forest 

Where  are you? 

Even if you are  far away 

Come,  hurry home: 

The worst has happened to us 

The worst has  happened to us ... 

The house the animals built 

The cruel dog keeps us from it, 

The common  shelter we built 

The cruel dog keeps us from it 

The worst  has happened to us 

The worst has happened to  us ... 

The  cry  of  the  deer  rang  out  loud  and  clear.  It  was carried  by  the  wind.  King  Leopard  heard  it  on  his  way back  from  his  journey  and  began  to  run  towards  the village hall. 
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As he got near, he saw the animals, wet and sheltering under  a  tree.  They  were  all  crying.  As  he  got  nearer  still, he  could  see  the  dog  walking  up  and  down  inside  the hall. 

King  Leopard was very angry.  "Come  out of the hall  at once," he  said  to the dog.  The dog  barked  and  rushed  at him.  They  began  to  fight.  The  dog  bit  the  leopard  and tore  his  skin  with  his  claws.  King  Leopard  was  covered with blood.  The dog went  back to the hall. 
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He stood  at the  door  barking and  barking.  "Wh o  is next? 

Who! Who!"  he  barked. 

King  Leopard turned  to the animals and said: 

"Let  us  go  in together  and  drive  out  the  enemy.  He  is strong,  but  he  is  alone.  We  are  man�:.  Together  we  can drive him out of our house." 

But  the  goat  said:  "We  cannot  face  him.  Look  at  his strong teeth!  He will  tear us to pieces!" 

"The  goat  is  right,"  said  the  animals.  "He  is too  strong for us." 

The tortoise  stood up and said:  "I  am sure we are all sorry about what has happened to the leopard.  But he was  foolish to talk to the dog the way he did.  It is  foolish to annoy such a powerful  person as the dog.  Let us make peace with him.  I  don't know what you others think.  But  I  think he  should have  been our  king all  along. 

He is strong; he is  handsome.  Let us  go on  our knees and salute him." 

"Hear!  Hear!"  said all  the animals.  "Hail the dog!,. 

Tears  began  to  roll  down  the  face  of  the  leopard.  His heart was heavy. 
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He  loved  the  animals  greatly,  but  they  had  turned  their backs  on  him.  Now  he  knew  they  were  cowards.  So  he 

\II j 1  turned his  back on them and went away. 
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lay down after a while 

The  animals  saw  him  go.  But  they  did  not  care.  They were  too  busy  praising  their  new  king,  the  dog.  The tortoise  carved  a new staff for him.  The  toad made a new song in  his praise: 

The dog  is  great 

The dog  is  good 

The  dog  gives  us our  daily food We love his  head  we love  his jaws We  Jove  his  feet and  all  his  claws. 

14 

[image: Image 14]

The dog  looked  round the circle of animals and asked, "Where is the leopard?" 

"We think he has gone 

away, oh king," said the 

goat. 

"Why?  He  has  no  right 

to go away,"  said  the  dog. 

"Nobody  has  a  right  to 

leave  our  village  and  its 

beautiful hall.  We  must all stay together." 

"Indeed,"  shouted  the  animals,  "We  must  stay together!  The  leopard  must  return  to  the  village!  Our wise king  has spoken!  It is good to have a wise king!" 
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The dog  then called  out the 

names of six  strong  animals 

and  said to them: 
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If  he  should 

refuse  to  follow  you,  you  must  drag  him  along.  If  we  let him  go,  others may  soon  follow  his  wicked example until there  is  no  one  left  in  our  village.  That  would  be  a  very bad  thing  indeed.  It  is my duty as your king  to make sure that  we  all  live  together.  The  leopard  is a  wicked animal. 

That is why he wants to go  away and live  by himself. 
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It  is  our  duty  to  stop  him.  Nobody  has  a  right  to  go  away from our village and our beautiful hall." 

"Nobody has a right to  go away  from the  village,"  sang all  the  animals  as  the  six  messengers  went  to  look  for the leopard. 

They  found  him  resting  under  the  tree  beyond  the village.  Although  he  was  wounded  and  weak  he  still looked  like  a  king.  So  the six messengers stood  at a little distance and  spoke  to him. 

"Our  new  king,  the  dog,  has  ordered  you  to  return  to the village,"  they said. 

"He  says  that  no  one  has  a  right  to  leave  the  village," 

said the pig. 

"Yes,  no  one  has  a  right  to  leave  our  village  and  its beautiful  hall," said the others. 

The leopard  looked  at  them with contempt.  Then  he  got up slowly.  The six animals fell back.  But the leopard did not go  towards  them.  He  turned  his  back  on  them  and  began to  go  away slowly and  painfully.  One  of  the  animals  picked up  a  stone  and  threw  it  at  him.  Then  all  the  others immediately picked up stones and began to throw. 
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As they threw they  chanted:  "No  one has a  right to leave our village!" 

the leopard and hurt  him, 

he  did  not  turn  round  even  once.  He  continued  walking until  he no longer heard the noise of the animals. 

The  leopard  travelled  seven  days  and  seven  nights. 

Then  he  came  to  the  house  of  the  blacksmith.  The  old man was  sitting  at  his  forge.  The  leopard  said  to him:  "I want  the  strongest  teeth  you  can  make  from  iron.  And  I want the most deadly  claws you  can make  from  bronze." 
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The blacksmith  asked:  "Why  do you need such terrible things?"  The  leopard  told  his  story.  Then  the  blacksmith said:  "I  do not blame you." 

The  blacksmith  worked  a  whole  day  on  the  teeth,  and another full 
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"I  want  some  of  your  sound  in  my  voice,"  said  the leopard.  "Even a little  bit." 

"Why do  you want 

my sound in your 

voice?"  asked 

Thunder.  "And why 

have  you  got 

those terrible teeth 

and  claws?" 

The leopard 

told his story. 

"I  do not 

blame 

you," 

said 

Thunder. 

He  gave  the 

sound  to  the 

leopard. 

"Thank  you for the gift," said the leopard. 

20 

[image: Image 19]

And he began his journey  home. 

The  leopard  journeyed  for  seven  days  and  seven nights  and  returned  to  the  village  of  the  animals.  There he  found  the  animals  dancing  in  a  circle  round  the  dog. 

He  stood  for  a  while  watching  them  with  contempt  and great  anger.  They  were  too  busy  to  notice  his presence. 

He made a deep,  terrifying roar. 

At the same time he sprang 

into the centre of the circle. 

The animals stopped 

their song. 

The  dog dropped his staff. 
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The leopard  seized  him  and  bit  and  clawed  him  without mercy.  Then he threw him out of the circle. 

All  the  animals  TREMBLED.  But  they  were  too  afraid to  run.  The  leopard  turned  to  them  and  said:  "You miserable  worms.  You  shameless  cowards.  I  was  a  kind and gentle  king,  but you turned against me.  From today I shall  rule  the  forest  with  terror.  The  life  of  our  village  is ended." 

"What  about  our  hall?"  asked  the  tortoise  with  a trembling voice. 

"Let  everyone  take  from  the  hall  what  he  put  into  it," 

said the leopard. 

The animals  began to weep as they had wept  long  ago in the rain.  "Please forgive us,  oh leopard,"  they cried. 

"Let  everyone  take  from  the  hall  what  he  put  into  it," 

repeated the leopard.  "And hurry up!" he thundered. 

So  the  animals  pulled  their  hall  apart.  Some  carried away  the  wood,  and  some  took  the  roof-mats.  Others took  away  doors  and  windows.  The  toad  brought  his talking  drum  and  began  to  beat  it  to  the  leopard  and  to sing: 
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"Alive or dead  the leopard is king. 

Beware my friend,  don't  twist his tail." 

But  the  leopard  roared  like  thunder  and  the  toad dropped  his  drum  and  the  animals  scattered  in  the forest. 

The dog had already  run a long way when the leopard  roared.  Now he 

covered  with  blood  and he  was very,  very  weak.  He  wanted to  stop  and  rest  a  little.  But  the  fear  of  the  leopard  was greater than  his weakness.  So he  staggered and  fell  and got up and staggered on and on and on  ... 

After  many  days  the  dog  came  to  the  house  of  the hunter. 
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"Please protect me from the leopard,"  he cried. 

' 

'· 

. , ' ,,, 

. 

:  1il l' 

"What  will  you  do  for  me 

· 

· 
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in  return?"  asked  the 

hunter. 

There  we can  hunt  together and  kill my fellow animals." 

"All right,  come  in," said the  hunter. 

Today the  animals are no longer friends, but enemies.  The  strong among them attack and kill the weak.  The  leopard,  full of anger,  eats up anyone. he can lay his  hands on. 
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The hunter,  led by the dog,  goes to the forest from make  peace among themselves some day and live together again.  Then theycan keep away the hunter who is their common enemy. 
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